{, 78314 $1.25 
Illustrated with action photographs 


__ Total NFL coverage— 
in-depth analysis of every team, 
expert predictions, 
plus exciting features 


Pro Football 
1973 


LOOK BEFORE YOU WATCH! 


Before you switch on that TV set to watch your 
favorite pro football team in action, you owe 
yourself a long look at Pro Football 1973. No 
other book gives you more vital information, ex- 
citing features and dramatic action photographs. 
Here is all you need to know to follow the action, 
including: 

e Total team-by-team coverage and analysis— 
schedule, roster, depth chart, performance 
quotients, predictions 

e Player draft selections 

¢ Complete statistics, arranged by team and 
conference 

® All-Star action photos 


e Special features on great men and moments 
of 1972, including Super Bowl VII, Mercury 
Morris, Dick Butkus, George Allen and his 
Redskins—and much more 


PRO FOOTBALL 1973 
is an original POCKET BOOK edition. 


Are there paperbound books you want 
as but cannot find in your retail stores? 
You can get any title in print in POCKET BOOK edi- 
tions. Simply send retail price, local sales tax, if any, 
plus 25¢ to cover mailing and handling costs to: 
MAIL SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
POCKET BOOKS ® A Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc. 
1 West 39th Street © New York, New York 10018 


Please send check or money order. We cannot be responsible 
for cash. Catalogue sent free on request. 


Titles in this series are also available at discounts in quantity 
lots for industrial or sales-promotional use. For details write our 
Special Projects Agency: The Benjamin Company, Inc., 485 
Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. 


PRO 
FOOTBALL 
1973 


CORD COMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION 


illustrated 


PUBLISHED BY pockeTds BOOKS NEW YoRK 


PRO FOOTBALL 1973 
POCKET BOOK edition published August, 1973 


This original POCKET BOOK edition is printed from 
brand-new plates made from newly set, clear, easy-to-read type. 
POCKET BOOK editions are published by A 
POCKET BOOKS, a division of Simon & Schuster, Inc., 
630 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10020. 
Trademarks registered in the United States and other countries. 


Standard Book Number: 671-78314-9. 
Copyright, ©, 1973, by Cord Communications Corporation. All rights 
reserved. Published by POCKET BOOKS, New York, and on the same 
day in Canada by Simon & Schuster of Canada, Ltd., Richmond Hill, 
Ontario. 


Printed in the U.S.A. 


Acknowledgements: 


Writing was done by Jerry Green, Larry Felser and 
Dave Klein. Inside photographs are from Paul Fine, 
Frank Rippon, Malcolm W. Emmons, Dan Rubin, Rob- 
ert Hume, Robert L. Smith, Russ Reed, Chance Brock- 
way, Rod Hanna, Timothy Culek and courtesy of the 
National Football League teams. Cover photograph of 
Bob Griese by Tony Tomic. 


Contents 


ALL-STARS IN ACTION 
National Conference—The 24 Best........0......cssc0s0es 88 


THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Introduction ...........ssscccesseeees 


Eastern Division 


Dallas Cowboys............:. 3 
Washington Redskins....11 
New York Giants.......... 19 
St. Louis Cardinals........ 27 
Philadelphia Eagles........ 35 


Western Division 
San Francisco 49ers......75 
Los Angeles Rams........ 83 


gas cdvesaoic «ev ashexhssopeesente atte 1 
Central Division 
Minnesota Vikings.......... 43 
Green Bay Packers........ 51 
Detroit LAGNs..24,..<0s01eve: 59 
Chicago Bears................ 67 
Atlanta Falcons.............. 91 


THE AMERICAN CONFERENCE 


FHEFOGHCHON:..-csstastenstepestesae 
Eastern Division 

Miami Dolphins.......... 109 
New York Jets.............. 117 
Buffalo Bills................ 125 
Baltimore Colts............ 133 


New England Patriots..141 


Central Division 

Pittsburgh Steelers........ 149 
Cincinnati Bengals........ 157 
Cleveland Browns........ 165 
Houston Oilers............ 173 


Western Division 
Oakland Raiders.......... 181 Denver Broncos.......... 197 
Kansas City Chiefs.....189 San Diego Chargers......205 


SUPER FEATURES 


Super Bowl VII: Super Day for 

the Dolphins..................-. 215 
Mercury Morris: “Something Special”........ 223 
Bob Woolf: A Handshake Is 

His= Contract’, | .sisscsrseseraes 228 
George Allen: Love Him or 

Leave, shim 2.03. nteteae 233 
Dick Butkus: Super Crunch, Killer, 

Kano KON Sirs. cts sctncev scene 240 
Baltimore Colts: The Unmaking of 

the Coley cs. n-stec 247 
1973 Draft Selections: The Rookie Crop.............. 252 


HAE ORSREGORDS sessed cciss- tecscvecransscocparessreras 266 


NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL 
CONFERENCE 


The 13 teams that make up the National Football 
Conference are described on the following pages in com- 
prehensive detail that will allow you to follow your favor- 
ite clubs in the action-filled season, 

Hach team receives the following treatment: a text 
analysis of the strong points and weak points of the club; 
the vital statistics from the 1972 season; a detailed roster 
of veteran club personnel and promising rookies—com- 
plete with each man’s height, weight, age, professional 
experience and college; our own Performance Quotient 
ratings for each unit on offense and defense, plus kickers; 
a depth chart ranking first-team, second-team and third- 
team players at each position; and the team’s 1973 
schedule. 

The Performance Quotients merit a bit of an explana- 
tion. Every unit gets an explanation and ranking: on 
offense, ratings appear for quarterbacks, running backs, 
receivers, interior linemen and kickers; on defense, the 
front linemen, linebackers, cornerbacks and safeties are 
rated, The rating scale is 1 to 5. A unit that is best or 
tied for best in its conference is worth a 1; 2 equals ex- 
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cellent; 3 is good; 4 is fair; and 5 is poor. Adding up all 
of the categories of a team’s ratings will allow you to 
compare the overall quality of one team versus another. 
The teams appear in the order in which we predict 
they will finish the season. The winning team in each 
division—we see them to be the Dallas Cowboys, Min- 
nesota Vikings and San Francisco 49ers—of course 
qualifies for the playoff round, which is filled out with 
the addition of the team with the best second-place 
record—and we predict that team will be the Washing- 
ton Redskins. And who will win a trip to the Super Bowl 
to oppose the American Conference champion? This 
year’s NEC representative will be the Dallas Cowboys, 
returning to the big game after a one-year absence, 


National Conference e Eastern Division 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


Prediction: First 


That dynasty in Dallas . . . it lasted less than one year. 
And now the Cowboys, who have been in the playofis for 
seven successive years, are grown old. Perhaps, too old. 
Age is not compatible to winning football championships. 
Except in Washington. 

The Cowboys are basically the same team that won the 
Super Bowl two years ago. But they are now aging and 
shallow in some critical positions. Ten of the Cowboys 
destined to start this year are age 30 or beyond. The total 
would be alarming except for one coincidental fact. The 
Redskins, who will fight the Cowboys again for the title 
in the NFC East, are more ancient than the Dallas team. 
Washington plays more than a dozen men 30 and up. 
And that way they beat the Cowboys in the last NFC 
championship game. 

“I never felt we played as well as we could during 
1972,” said Coach Tom Landry, “Basically, coming off 
the Super Bowl year we simply didn’t seem to have the 
winning edge. Whether it was the injury to Roger Stau- 
bach early that threw us off or the later injuries to Bob 
Lilly and others in the defensive line, I don’t know. But 
it also could be the fact that we won the Super Bowl and 
couldn’t get back to the same emotional level . . , J know 
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our team is capable of winning with the personnel we 
have.” 

The old quarterback issue that Landry resolved mid- 
way through the Super Bowl season of 1971 has returned. 
Will it be Staubach, who won the championship and the 
Super Bowl with such splendid play? Or will it be Craig 
Morton, who won the championship in 1970, then lost 
the Super Bowl? 

Morton played excellent football most of last year as 
the Cowboys earned the wild-card position with their 
10-4 record. But Staubach, recovered from his presea- 
son shoulder injury, had to rescue the Cowboys in their 
playoff game with the 49ers. Then Staubach started for 
the only time all year when the Cowboys lost the NFC 
championship to the Redskins. It was the second time in 
his career that Staubach ever was a losing QB. 

The Cowboys are a team still laden with exceptional, 
albeit aging, talent. The inevitable decay has not yet be- 
come evident. The club is eminently capable of a last 
hurrah. 

Be it Staubach, the preseason favorite, or Morton at 
quarterback, the offense will move with efficiency. 

Calvin Hill replaced the departed Duane Thomas. And 
Hill ran for over 1,000 yards, the first Cowboy to do so. 
So the sound running game remains, Hill and Walt Gar- 
rison in an exceptionally explosive tandem. But there is 
not much depth with only Mike Montgomery behind Hill 
and Garrison being experienced. 

And the Cowboys, too, are shallow in wide receiving. 
Through their seven playoff years the Cowboys were 
strong in this category. Now Bob Hayes and Lance Al- 
worth, two of those in their 30s, remain. Billy Parks and 
Ron Sellers, additions last year, have been traded. Otto 
Stowe, who sulked on Miami’s sidelines, has been added. 
But he is unknown in quality—and he has to absorb 
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Dallas’ complex system. Golden Richards, a young re- 
ceiver, was added high up in the draft. 

Mike Ditka has retired. This leaves Billy Truax as the 
lone experienced tight end. Jean Fugett and No. 1 draftee 
Billy Joe DuPree will vie to be the assistant tight end to 
Truax and the bearer of the plays that Landry sends in 
from the sidelines. 

“I don’t know of any line that is better than the Cow- 
boys’,” said Landry with understandable pride. The line 
of Ralph Neely, John Niland, Dave Manders, Blaine Nye 
and Rayfield Wright does a formidable job of blocking 
and pass protecting. 

Overage seriously could be a detriment on defense. 
Lilly, long one of the finest tackles, is now 34. His in- 
juries last year were especially damaging to the Cowboys 
and he cannot be replaced. Larry Cole, Jethro Pugh and 
Pat Toomay comprise an exceptional line with Lilly. 

The linebacking could become decrepit. Venerable 
Chuck Howley is 36 and has at last retired. Middle 
backer Lee Roy Jordan and outside linebacker Dave 
Edwards are well over 30. They long have been an out- 
standing triumvirate. With Howley’s retirement, D. D. 
Lewis will succeed him. Lewis is an aggressive athlete 
who has been waiting impatiently. 

The secondary was burned with great frequency last 
year—and no repairs have been made. Mel Renfro 
returns to the right corner with Cliff Harris and Cornell 
Green at the safeties. Charlie Waters is the left corner- 
back for the time being. Waters is more of a safety type. 
Herb Adderley, who played most of last year, is gone. 

Kicking could be touchy. Toni Fritsch still must 
learn the difference between soccer and football kicking, 
and punter Marv Bateman must improve his distance 
and consistency. 

Yes, this could be the last hurrah for Dallas. 


28 Philadelphia 

23 New York Giants 
13 Green Bay 

17 ‘Pittsburgh 

21 Baltimore 

20 Washington 

28 Detroit 

34 San Diego 


Morton 
Staubach 


Fritsch 

Garrison 

Hill 
**Sellers 


Hill 
Garrison 

. Newhouse 
Montgomery 


Hill 

Garrison 
**Sellers 
**Parks 


Waters 
Harris 
Jordan 
Green 


Bateman 


Harris 
Waters 


Harris 
Newhouse 


SYMBOL **—Traded 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


1972 RECORD (11-5) 


6 33 St. Louis 24 
14 28 Philadelphia 7 
16 10 San Francisco 31 
13. 27 «St. Louis Ls 
0 34 Washington 24 
24 3 New York Giants 23 
24 30 San Francisco [Playoff] 28 
28 3 Washington [NFC Championship] 26 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lgst TDs Ints Pct 
185 2396 46 15 21 54.6 
9 98 21 0 2 45.0 
SCORING 
PATs FGs Total 
36 21 99 
0 0 60 
0 0 54 
0 0 30 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
1036 6 26 4.2 
784 7 41 47 
116 1 19 4] 
81 1 10 2.2 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
364 3 33 8. 
390 3 26 10.£ 
653 5 55 21.1 
298 x 38 16.€ 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
132 1 56 22. 
40 0 23 13.5 
18 0 12 9. 
1 0 i 0. 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst Avg 
1949 61 38.7 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avs 
78 0 21 4.1] 
56 0 17 6.3 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
615 0 44 23.3 
382 0 30 21.2 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Staubach, Roger 6-3 197 31 5 Navy 
Morton, Craig 6-4 214 30 9 California 
Concannon, Jack 6-3 200 «430 9 Boston College 


Roger returns with a repaired shoulder, plenty of dash and savvy on a club 
that responds to him. Morton is erratic, usually a fine passer. Concannon’s 
outgunned. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hill, Calvin 6-4 227 «26 5 Yale 
Garrison, Walt 6-0 205 29 8 Oklahoma State 
Montgomery, Mike 6-2 210 24 3 Kansas State 
Newhouse, Robert 5-10 202 23 2 Houston 
Thomas, Bill 6-2 oO ee: 2 Boston College 


Depth could be a problem, but so long as Hill and Garrison are healthy the 
running is superb. Hill is a 1,000-yarder who can slash inside, circle out- 
side and go deep to catch passes. Garrison jars through the middle, loving 
contact. Montgomery has promise. Newhouse, Thomas are youngsters. 
PERF. QT.: 1. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hayes, Bob (W) 5-11 185 30 9 Florida A&M 
Alworth, Lance (W) 6-0 180 33 12 Arkansas 
Truax, Billy (1) 6-5 240 30 10 Louisiana State 
Stowe, Otto (W) 6-2 188 24 3 _lowa State 
Fugett, Jean (T) 6-3 219 21 2 Amherst 


DuPree, Billy Joe (T) 6-2 225, +23 1 Michigan State 
Richards, Golden (W) 6-0 DIZ. 22 1 Hawaii 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Cowboys exist dangerously by trading off young receivers and banking on 
aging Hayes and Alworth. Both were true superstars but are on the down- 
side. Hayes still flies and Alworth still has the knack of getting clear. But 
‘or how much longer? TEs alternate as play messengers. Truax can handle 
lis share with Mike Ditka retired. Fugett, with untapped talent, will share 
he job. DuPree is promising. Stowe, Richards are potentially fine but must 
earn Dallas’ system. PERF. QT.: 2. 


NTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Neely, Ralph (T) 6-6 265 29 9 Oklahoma 
Wright, Rayfield (T) 6-6 255 28 7 ‘Fort Valley St. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Niland, John (G) 6-3 245 29 8 lowa 
Nye, Blaine (G) 64 251 27 6 Stanford 
Manders, Dave (C) 6-2 250 32 9 Michigan State 
Fitzgerald, John (G-C) 6-5 250 25 3 _ Boston College 
Wallace, Rodney (G-T) 6-5 255 24 #3 New Mexico 
Talbert, Don (1) 6-5 255 32 10 Texas 
Walton, Bruce (1) 6-6 251 21 1 UCLA 
Leyen, Bob (G) 6-4 256 21 1 Yale 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Protecting, blocking are long-time strengths, There is depth here and cutting 
down will be difficult. Only injury will cause a change in the five starters of 
the last two years. Line has two All-Pros in Niland and Wright and two nearly 
as capable in Neely and Nye. Niland probably is the best guard in football, a 
strong blocker on the run and pass. Wright handles the best defensive ends 
with aplomb. Nye is a super blocker on the run. Neely is better than most. 
Manders is a capable center. Fitzgerald and Wallace likely to do most of the 
backup work. Walton, Leyen have promise. Talbert is an old campaigner. 
PERF. QT: 1. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Fritsch, Toni 5-7 185 28 3 None 
Bateman, Marv 6-4 213 23 2 Utah 


Kicking is decent with soccer-stylist Fritsch, who should blossom. Bateman 
must improve his punting distance, PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Cole, Larry (E) 6-4 250)" e27: 6 Hawaii 
Toomay, Pat (E) 6-5 247 925 4 Vanderbilt 
Pugh, Jethro (1) 6-6 260 29 9 Elizabeth City St. 
Lilly, Bob (1) 6-5 260 34 13 Texas Christian 
Gregory, Bill (T-E) 6-5 255 23 3 Wisconsin 


Martin, Harvey Banks (1) 6-5 262 22 1 East Texas St. 
(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


This veteran unit was best against the rush in the entire NFL. But the Cow- 
boy's pass defense was rotten. It was not the defensive line's fault. Lilly is 
the superstar, outstanding against run and pass, but getting old. Cole and 
Toomay supply outstanding end play. Gregory is a coming talent with enough 
experience, good strength. Martin has excellent size and potential. Injuries 
could cause a depth shortage. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Edwards, Dave (0) 6-1 225 33 11 Auburn 
Lewis, D.D. (O-M) 6-1 225 27 #£«'5 _ Mississippi State 
Jordan, Lee Roy (M) 6-1 221 32 11 = Auburn 
Babinecz, John (0) 6-1 222: 6 23 2 ‘Villanova 
Keller, Mike (0) 6-4 221 22 2 _ Michigan 
Coleman, Ralph (0) 6-4 PA ee 2 North Carolina A&T 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Age of the group is a danger. Jordan is a fiery leader. Edwards is steady 
against the run. Chuck Howley has retired, and aggressive Lewis is ready 
after years of waiting. He could be a star. Babinecz has shown enough to be 
able to break in if and when he's needed. Keller is a hitter, Coleman is light 
but potentially good. PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Waters, Charlie 6-1 193 24 4 Clemson 
Renfro, Mel 6-0 190 31 10 Oregon 
Washington, Mark 5-10 188 25 4 Morgan State 
Barnes, Benny 6-1 190 22 2 = Stanford 
Scrivener, Drane 6-0 176 22 1 Tulsa 


Reason for the pass defense inefficiency last year was here. With Herb 
Adderley gone, left corner goes to Waters, who took over and was burned 
late last year. Safety is his natural spot. Renfro is excellent. Washington, 
Barnes are backup types. Scrivener might be the sleeper who can help now. 
PERF. QT.: 4. 


, 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Green, Cornell (S) 6-3 208 33 12 ~ Utah State 
Harris, Cliff (W) 6-0 184 25 4  Quachita 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free’’ Safety 


Green and Harris are an excellent pair. Green is strong against the run. 
Harris defends versus passes expertly. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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Nilsnd Manders 
Fitzgerald Fitzgerald 
Loyen* 


Montgomery 
Thomas 


rat OFFENSIVE UNIT 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


Home: Sept. 24—-New Orleans; Sept. 30—St. Louis; Oct. 21 
—New York Giants; Nov. 4—Cincinnati; Nov. 18—Phila- 
delphia; Nov. 22—Miami; Dec. 9—Washington. 


Away: Sept. 16—Chicago; Oct. 8—Washington; Oct. 14— 
Los Angeles; Oct. 28—Philadelphia; Nov. 11—New York 
Giants; Dec. 2—Denyer; Dec. 16—St. Louis. 


National Conference e Eastern Division 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


Prediction: Second 


Ssshhh!!! Do not disturb George Allen. The wheels 
spin swiftly, silently, in a rhythm that cannot be varied. 
You are prohibited from touching the metronome. 

The Miami Dolphins, questing for perfection, did not 
defeat Allen’s Redskins in Super Bowl VII. The distrac- 
tions did the Redskins in. The distractions caused by the 
infusion of media marvels. The distractions resulting from 
Pete Rozelle’s stricture that Super Bowl entrants must be 
on the game scene a week in advance. The Redskins were 
beaten because George Allen was unable to hide them 
away behind lock and key in the woods of northern 
Virginia. The distractions destroyed the occult powers of 
the incantation: “The Future Is Now.” Allen’s aged 
Super Bowl neophytes were psyched from their entranced 
concentration. 

Of course, it would be unfair to mention that the Dol- 
phins had to endure—and managed to overcome—the 
very same distractions of the Super Bowl prelude, 

So do not disturb George Allen as he concocts some 
more flimflam to be used in the pro football season of 
1973. 

His Redskins most certainly will be one of the glamour 
teams again, when George brings them out of hiding in 
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their Virginia enclave in accordance with the schedule 
prepared by the National Football League. 

“We have the capability,” said Allen, the old fossil col- 
lector. “But whether we win does not depend on the plays 
we run or the defenses we use. It depends entirely on the 
frame of mind of our players. They can do anything they 
make their minds up to do. Our goal for 1973 is to re- 
turn to the Super Bow! and win it. We'll be basically the 
same football team,” said Allen, whose Redskins set a 
club victory record in their 11—3 season of *72. 

For one of two reasons, Allen’s behavior was atypical 
between seasons. It is customary for Allen to wheel, deal, 
dig deep for draft choices and swap them away. 

This year Allen conducted merely a few trades of con- 
sequence. The reasons were either (1) he is content in 
his belief that the Redskins’ relics can play and win to- 
gether another year or (2) he is so distrusted now by 
other club authorities they are reluctant to trade with him. 
In all probability, No. 2 is closer to accuracy. 

Allen did bolster the Redskins’ antique collection with 
the acquisition of defensive tackle Fred Miller from the 
Colts’ garage sale. He strengthened the secondary with 
the addition of Ken Houston, an All-Pro type who was 
disenchanted with the Oilers. And the Oilers also de- 
livered tight end Alvin Reed. The price for Houston and 
Reed was Mack Alston, a blocking tight end, four re- 
serves and some future draft material. Linebacker John 
Pergine was added from the Rams. There was also a 
trade to obtain the rights to Dave Robinson, the outside 
linebacking colossus for Green Bay, to replace Jack 
Pardee. Pardee retired to join Allen’s coaching staff. A 
convincing job must be done on Robinson, who also in- 
tends to retire. He rebuffed Allen’s early blandishments. 

Allen took the Redskins to camp with a quarterback 
issue to be resolved. Billy Kilmer won it for the Redskins 
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last year when Sonny Jurgensen severed his Achilles ten- 
don. Kilmer is Allen’s pet because he can lead the offense 
and throw his long wobblers efficiently enough on most 
occasions. 

But Kilmer is not in Jurgensen’s league as a passing 
artisan, Jurgy is back, hoping to resume his career at 39. 

The Redskins’ offense features Larry Brown, the finest 
of NFC running backs, always dangerous, always able to 
keep the ball control game effective. Charley Harraway 
blocks exquisitely for Brown. Kilmer—or whoever—has 
immense receivers in Charley Taylor, Roy Jefferson and 
tight ends Jerry Smith and Reed. The offensive line needs 
some work, Incumbents are Terry Hermeling, Walter 
Rock, Paul Laaveg, John Wilbur and Len Hauss, De- 
spite some criticism after the Super Bowl, they protected 
the quarterback well during regular season. 

Allen feels the heart of football is defense . . . other 
than frame of mind, that is. His was second best in the 
NFL last year. A strong rush line plays with Ron McDole, 
Verlon Biggs, Diron Talbert and either Bill Brundige or 
Manny Sistrunk. Now Miller is in reserve. The lineback- 
ing is suspect if Robinson doesn’t sign up and with Pardee 
in retirement. Chris Hanburger excels, but Myron Poitios, 
Harold McLinton and Pergine are average. With Houston 
added, the excellent secondary of Mike Bass, Pat Fischer, 
Brig Owens and Rosey Taylor is better. 

Curt Knight’s kicking was streaky and unreliable last 
year. Mike Bragg’s punting was inferior to what it had 
been in previous years. 

Now stop distracting George so that he has to find 
another alibi. 
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1972 RECORD (13-4) 


24 Minnesota 

24 St. Louis 

23 New England 
14 Philadelphia 

33 St. Louis 

24 Dallas 

23 New York Giants 
35 New York Jets 
27° New York Giants 


Kilmer 
Jurgensen 


Knight 
Brown 
Smith 

C. Taylor 
Harraway 


Brown 
Harraway 
Mul-Key 


C. Taylor 
Jefferson 
Brown 
Smith 


Hanburger 
Fischer 
Bass 


Bragg 


Vactor 
Duncan 


Duncan 
**Haymond 

Mul-Key 

Brunet 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 


21 24 
10021 
24 23 

oO 24 

Sle 
20 «16 
16 26 


17 7 Miami [Super Bowl] 
13 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lgst TDs Ints 
120 1648 89 19f 
39 633 36 2 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
40 “4 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
1216f 8 38 
567 6 24 
155 1 35 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs 
673 7 70 
550 3 45 
473 4 89 
353 7 34 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lest 
98 1 4l 
61 0 35 
53 0 29 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
2273 62 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lest 
88 0 28 
70 0 18 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
364 0 4l 
291 0 41 
209 0 44 
190 0 45 


t—Conference leader 


Atlanta 

Green Bay 
Philadelphia 

Dallas 

Buffalo 

Green Bay [Playoff] 


Dallas [NFC Championship] 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Kilmer, Bill 6-0 204 33 #12 ~«2OUCLA 
Jurgensen, Sonny 6-0 203 39 17 ~~ Duke 
Wyche, Sam 64 218 28 6 Furman 


Can Jurgy come back after a severed Achilles to beat out Kilmer? Kilmer is 
not an accomplished passer but he has leadership qualities. Wyche is 
destined to taxi. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Brown, Larry 5-11 195 26 5 Kansas State 
Harraway, Charley 6-2 215 28 8 San Jose St. 
Brunet, Bob 6-1 205 27 5 Lowisiana Tech 
Mul-Key, Herb 6-0 190 23 2 None 
Nock, George 5-10 205 27 5 Morgan State 
Hull, Mike 6-3 220 27 5 Southern California 


Shudders if Brown ever gets hurt. He is the finest runner in the NFL, a 
slasher, a speedster with sufficient power. But there is no depth. Harraway is 
a strong runner, but his main service is to block. Mul-Key has speed but is 
inexperienced. Brunet is average. Nock, better than average, returns from 
injuries. Hull is a special-teams man. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Taylor, Charley (W) 6-3 210 31 10 = Arizona State 
Jefferson, Roy (W) 6-2 195 29 9 Utah 
Smith, Jerry (1) 6-3 208 30 9 Arizona State 
Reed, Alvin (1) 6-5 235 28 7 ‘~Prairie View 
Spilis, John (W) 6-3 205 25 4 Northern Illinois 
Staroba, Paul (W) 6-3 204 24 2 = Michigan 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Taylor and Jefferson drive corner defenders insane. They can explode to 
TDs any time, from anywhere. They are the best WR combo in the NFC. 
Smith plays on passing downs. Reed is a good one if he’s motivated. He re- 
places the departed Mack Alston and could challenge Smith. Staroba and 
Spilis try to stick. PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hermeling, Terry (1) 6-5 255 26 4 Nevada-Reno 
Rock, Walter (T) 6-5 255 31 11 = Maryland 
Laaveg, Paul (G) 6-4 245 24 4 lowa 


Wilbur, John (G) 6-3 251 30 8 Stanford 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hauss, Len (C) 6-2 235 31 10 Georgia 
Schoenke, Ray (G-T) 6-4 250 32 10 Southern Methodist 
Burman, George (C-G) 6-3 255 30 8 Northwestern 
(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (€)—Center 


The Dolphins exposed the Redskins’ blocking weaknesses in the Super Bowl. 
Yet the Skins allowed only 11 sacks during the season. Hauss, the best man, 
has been a Pro Bowl center. Hermeling has promise, could be an exceptional 
pass protector. Savvy Rock does the job. Laaveg and Wilbur mesh well with 
this unit but are weak links. Schoenke, a former regular, can again be a 
starter. Burman is a handyman. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Knight, Curt 6-2 190 30 5 Coast Guard 
Bragg, Mike 5-11 186 26 6 Richmond 


Knight is streaky; he is excellent at times, sour at others. Bragg returns 
after a poor punting season. PERF. QT.: 4. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
McDole, Ron (E) 6-4 265 33 13 + #£Nebraska 
Biggs, Verlon (E) 6-4 275 30 9 Jackson State 
Brundige, Bill (1) 6-5 270 24 4 Colorado 
Talbert, Diron (T) 6-5 255. 29 7 Texas 
Sistrunk, Manuel (T) 6-5 265 26 4 Arkansas AM&N 
Miller, Fred (T) 6-3 250 32 11 Louisiana State 
McBath, Mike (E) 6-4 251 27 6 ‘Penn State 
Jones, Jimmie (E) 6-5 215 26 5 Wichita State 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


This is the bulwark of the defense that permitted the fewest points In the 
NFC in the last two seasons. There's still plenty of competition here as 
Coach Allen has loaded his roster with defensive line candidates. McDole 
has been the strong man against the run. Biggs was disappointing and could 
lose out to McBath. Jones is too skinny to start. The line is solid at tackle 
with Talbert at one position while Brundige, Sistrunk and possibly Miller 
battle for the other job, PERF. QT.:2. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Pergine, John (0) 6-1 225 27 5 Notre Dame 
Hanburger, Chris (0) 6-2 218 32 9 North Carolina 
Pottios, Myron (M) 6-2 232 34 13 + # Notre Dame 


PREDICTION: SECOND 17 


LINEBACKERS (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 
McLinton, Harold (M-0) 6-2 235 26 5 Southern 


Tillman, Rusty (0) 6-2 230 27 4 Northern Arizona 
Robinson, Dave (0) 6-3 245 32 9 Penn State 
Kiner, Steve (0) 6-1 220 26 4 Tennessee 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—WMiddle Linebacker 


Help is needed due to retirement to coaching of Jack Pardee. Pergine gets 
first shot at the vacant left LB job, but Allen will be looking for a deal and 
trying to convince Robinson to drop his retirement threats. Hanburger is great 
on the blitz, versus run and pass. Pottios is decent in the middle. McLinton 
can play middle or outside with gusto. Tillman, Kiner have some experience 
and ability. PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Fischer, Pat 5-9 170 33 13 + # Nebraska 
Bass, Mike 6-0 190 28 6 Michigan 
Vactor, Ted 6-0 185 29 5 Nebraska 
Williams, Clancy 6-2 194 29 9 Washington State 


Tough Fischer handles runners bigger than he is and is an outstanding 
defender. Bass has developed into one of the top CBs with aggressive play, 
good coverage. Vactor plays in five-DB formations. Williams tries a comeback. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Houston, Ken (S) 6-3 196 29 7 ‘Prairie View 
Owens, Brig (W-S) 5-11 190 30 8 Cincinnati 
Taylor, Rosey (W) 5-11 186 35 13 Grambling 
Petitbon, Richie (S) 6-3 208 35 15 Tulane 
Jaqua, Jon (W-S) 6-0 190 25 4 Lewis & Clark 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Addition of Houston strengthens the club. He is an outstanding performer. 
Owens is good against the run, a solid performer both strong-side and weak- 
side. He could start on the weak-side in place of Taylor, who has great range. 
Petitbon returns battered after ’72 injury. Jaqua is superb on special teams. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 
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Pat OFFENSIVE UNIT 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


Home: Sept. 16—San Diego; Oct. 8—Dallas; Oct. 21—St. 
Louis; Nov. 11—San Francisco; Nov. 18—Baltimore; Dec. 2 
—New York Giants; Dec. 16—Philadelphia. 


Away: Sept. 23—St. Louis; Sept. 30—Philadelphia; Oct. 14— 
New York Giants; Oct. 28—New Orleans; Nov. 5—Pittsburgh; 
Noy. 22—Detroit; Dec. 9—Dallas. 


National Conference e Eastern Division 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
Prediction: Third 


Early in the pro football season the Giants will be 
forced to evacuate Fun City. Yankee Stadium, their long- 
time home in New York, is to be renovated. °Tis said 
everywhere that is outside New York is Bridgeport. Well, 
the Giants are skedaddling right past Bridgeport. They’re 
relocating temporarily in the boondocks at New Haven, 
Conn., site of the hallowed Yale Bowl. All of which 
makes timely these words out of the mouth of Alex 
Webster, coach of these orphans who eventually will 
alight in the New Jersey meadows in a new stadium: 

“Above all, I want to make football fun for my players, 
because that’s the way I always approached the game 
when I was in their shoes. Football is a business but it 
can be fun, too.” 

Fun: The Giants haven’t had much fun since they 
last won a title. That was 10 years ago. 

The route to New Jersey smacks of something usurped 
from the playbook as prepared by the gone, but not for- 
gotten, Francis Tarkenton. It had been presumed such 
geographical nonsense ended when Tarkenton was re- 
turned in exile to Minnesota last year. 

In his place the Giants received Norm Snead, who 
discovered how to play quarterback efficiently in his 12th 
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pro season. The fun envisioned by Webster for the Giants 
hinges primarily on Snead. Was he a one-season mirage? 
Or will he flourish on the playing fields of Yale as he did 
last autumn in gloomy Yankee Stadium? 

The figuring here is that Snead must suffer a relapse to 
normalcy. He completed more than 60 per cent of his 
passes and led the NFL. He was the antithesis of Tarken- 
ton. He stood his ground and fired. He was seldom 
knocked down, a tribute to a line that could straighten 
up and pass block without worrying about what zigzag 
trip the quarterback might take. So Snead enjoyed a rare 
Winning season . , . and so did the Giants. 

They were 8-6, third behind the Redskins and Cow- 
boys in the NFC’s most strenuously difficult division. 
That, sadly, is about as much as they can expect again 
this year. 

There were other pluses which contributed to the im- 
provement of the Giants in the year of Tarkenton’s de- 
perture and Snead’s arrival. Ron Johnson came back to 
tun and pass catch as good as ever, He set the club 
record of 1,182 yards rushing. He scored 14 touchdowns. 
' The Giants can expect the same sort of performance 
from him in ’73. 

The addition of Jack Gregory was responsible for the 
Giants’ best defensive handiwork in a decade. Gregory, 
gearing a rebuilt defensive line, caught opposing passers 
21 times. John Mendenhall and Larry Jacobson also were 
new to the defensive line, They, too, flourished—and the 
Giants’ can expect them to improve as second-year 
players. Overall, the Giants’ defense got the passer 38 
times. 

Snead relishes the short passing game. He has the re- 
ceivers for it, especially tight end Bob Tucker and runner 
Johnson. They are his favorite targets. The wide re- 
ceivers are used mostly as decoys. But Don Herrmann, 
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Rich Houston and Bob Grim are capable. Tom Gate- 
wood and new vet Gary Ballman provide better than 
average depth at the wide and tight positions. 

Running with Johnson is likely to be Charlie Evans 
supported by Vin Clements, a man with chronic knee 
trouble. 

The offensive line should remain intact after some 
revamping last year to Snead’s benefit. Dick Enderle and 
Joe Taffoni, veteran newcomers, helped make the line 
solid, They blended with Willie Young, Greg Larson and 
Doug Van Horn to form a safe protective cup for Snead. 

Snead himself cannot be certain of steady work despite 
his glowing statistics of last year. He is challenged by 
Randy Johnson, who actually had the job won a year ago 
until he was injured. 

The main addition to the Giants this year is Brad Van 
Pelt, who accepted some $300,000 of owner Wellington 
Mara’s money to forget about pitching baseballs. Van 
Pelt, a lanky All-America defensive back at Michigan 
State, will play outside linebacker for the Giants. 

Because of Van Pelt, the Giants will be able to restruc- 
ture their linebacking unit. Jim Files can return to mid- 
dle linebacker from the outside, placing Ron Hornsby on 
the bench. Pat Hughes remains as the other outside line- 
backer, 

The only change anticipated in the secondary is at 
strong safety where Chuck Crist could take the assign- 
ment away from Richmond Flowers. Spider Lockhart, 
Willie Williams and Pete Athas are incumbents in the 
defensive backfield. 

Pete Gogolak has regained some of his field-goal 
kicking abilities. But he is a liability on extra points, a 
ritual which is regarded as automatic in the pros. Pete 
missed four of them last year. Tom Blanchard, despite a 
lack of publicity, is one of the league’s better punters. 
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16 Detroit 

14 Dallas 

27 Philadelphia 

45 New Orleans 
23 San Francisco 
27° St. Louis 

16 Washington 


TSnead 
Randy Johnson 


Gogolak 

Ron Johnson 
Evans 
Tucker 
Herrmann 


Ron Johnson 
Evans 
Clements 
Orduna 


Tucker 

Ron Johnson 
Herrmann 
Houston 
Evans 


Lockhart 
Williams 
Flowers 
Athas 


Blanchard 


Athas 
Grim 


Thompson 
Orduna 


1972 RECORD (8-6) 


30 29 Denver 
23 13 Washington 
12 13 St. Louis 
21 62 Philadelphia 
17.10“ Gincinnati 
21 = 13) «~Miami 
23 23 =«Dallas 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lest 
196 2307 94 
10 230 63 
SCORING 
PATs 
34 
0 
0 
0 
0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs 
1182 9tt 
317 4 
221 0 
129 1 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs 
764 4 
451 5 
422 5 
468 3 
182 1 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs 
56 1 
42 0 
30 0 
11 0 
PUNTING 
Yds 
2006 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs 
95 0 
10 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs 
821 lit 
244 0 


SYMBOLS +—Conference leader 
ti—tTied for conference lead 


Ints 
17 12 
3 3 


PREDICTION: THIRD 23 


OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Snead, Norm 6-4 215 34 13 Wake Forest 
Johnson, Randy 6-3 205 29 8 Texas A&l 


Despite Snead’s Jeague-topping stats, he is not a super quality deep passer. 
Johnson has some flair. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Johnson, Ron 6-1 205 25 5 Michigan 
Clements, Vin 6-3 210 24 2 Connecticut 
Evans, Charlie 6-1 220 «25 3. Southern California 
Thompson, Rocky 5-11 200 25 3 West Texas St. 
Orduna, Joe 6-0 195 25 2 Nebraska 
Richardson, Eddie 6-4 240 23 1 Southern 


Johnson is a most versatile runner, a 1,000-yarder who has power, speed 
and dedication. And he catches passes better than most backs. Clements has 
chronic knee problems, but plenty of potential. Evans likely will reclaim the 
starting job from Clements. Evans finds the end zone. Thompson, Orduna are 
fast kick-return specialists, Richardson is promising. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Herrmann, Don (W) 6-2 205 26 5 Waynesburg 
Houston, Rich (W) 6-2 195 27 5 East Texas St. 
Tucker, Bob (T) 6-3 230 «27 4 Bloomsburg State 
Gatewood, Tom (W-T) 6-3 205: 22 2 Noire Dame 
Grim, Bob (W) 6-0 200 28 7 Oregon State 
Ballman, Gary (T-W) 6-1 215 32 12 Michigan State 
Cole, Linzy (W) 5-11 170 25 4 Texas Christian 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


Tucker is ideally suited to the short-pass offense, a superb tight receiver of 
All-Pro caliber who is still unrecognized on a national scope. Herrmann and 
Houston are incumbent outside starters, adequate performers who are not 
flashy. Snead tends to prefer passing to Tucker and Ron Johnson. Gatewood 
could break in at a wide spot; he’s also a spare TE. Grim has been good 
before. Ballman can be a valuable reserve. Cole is ordinary. PERF. QT.: 3. 


{NTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Young, Willie (T) 6-0 265 30 8 Grambling 
Taffoni, Joe (T) 6-3 255 28 6 Tennessee-Martin 
Enderle, Dick (G) §-2 250 26 5 Minnesota 
Yan Horn, Doug (G) 6-3 245 29 7 Ohio State 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Conid.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Larson, Greg (C) 6-3 250 33 13 # Minnesota 
Hyland, Bob (C-G) 6-5 255 28 7 Boston College 
Hill, John (T) 6-2 245 23 2 Lehigh 

Ellison, Mark (G) 6-2 250 24 2 Dayton 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


For a group without a super standout, this line has excelled as a unit. Pass 
protection was so strong that the Giants ted the NFL in fewest QB sackings, 
10 in 1972. Line is molded around Larson, a fine blocker and leader. Good 
maturity here and good depth. Young and Taffoni suply able pass protection, 
open sizable holes. Van Horn developed into an excellent guard. Enderle 
blended in as a newcomer in ’72. Hyland has experience, can help at several 
spots. Hill, Ellison are good prospects. PERF. QT.: 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Gogolak, Pete 6-1 190 31 10 Cornell 
Blanchard, Tom 6-0 190 24 3 Oregon 


Gogolak is still erratic; he’s troubled by medium-range field goals and PATs. 
Blanchard is an okay punter. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 


FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Reed, Henry (E) 6-3 230 24 3 Weber State 
Gregory, Jack (E) 6-5 250 28 7 ‘Delta State 
Mendenhall, John (T) 6-1 255 24 2 Grambling 
Jacobson, Larry (T-E) 6-6 260 23 2 Nebraska 
Campbell, Carter (E) 6-4 240 26 4 Weber State 
Tipton, Bill (E-T) 6-6 245 24 3 Stanford 
Glover, Rich (T) 6-1 240 22 1 Nebraska 

(E)}—End (T)—Tackle 


Addition of rover Gregory in "72 gave the Giants the pass rush they lacked. 
It is now one of the finest lines in pro footbali. Gregory alone accounted for 
21 sackings. With him and newcomers Mendenhall and Jacobson plus Reed, 
the line became cohesive and should improve after a year’s togetherness. 
Reed is mobile, Mendenhall is aggressive. Tipton, back from injury, has 
Possibilities. Campbell! is versatile; he can play linebacker, too. Glover has 
credentials to star. PERF. QT.: 2. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Van Pelt, Brad (0) 6-5 235 22 1 Michigan State 
Hughes, Pat (0) 6-2 240 256 4 Boston University 


PREDICTION: THIRD 25 
LINEBACKERS (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Files, Jim (M) 6-4 240 25 4 Oklahoma 

Hornsby, Ron (O-M) 6-3 Zee 238. 3 Southeast Louisiana 
Douglas, John (0) 6-2 228 828 4 Missouri 

Kelley, Brian (0) 6-3 22222 1 ‘California Lutheran 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Some rearrangement is due here. Files, a top-drawer linebacker, returns to 
the middle from the outside. Van Pelt, an outstanding athlete, figures to 
break In as an outside starter. Hughes is tough. Hornsby likely is to become 
a reserve after Starting at MLB. Douglas provides experienced depth. Coaches 
like Kelley, picked on the 14th round. PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Athas, Pete 5-11 185 25 3 Tennessee 
Williams, Willie 6-0 190 30 9 Grambling 
Smail, Eldridge 6-1 190. -23 2 Texas A&l 
Brown, Otto 6-1 188 8626 5 Prairie View 


Williams covers patterns well. Athas has the interception knack, but he can 
be beaten at times. Small, a good athlete, gets a shot at starting. Brown has 
experience, but cannot be considered a starting possibility. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Flowers, Richmond (S-W) 6-0 180 26 5 Tennessee 
Lockhart, Spider (W) 6-2 175 30 9 North Texas St. 
Crist, Chuck (S) 6-2 205 22 2 Penn State 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Flowers returns from a good year with his job in jeopardy. Lockhart, a stellar 
pass defender, has his job locked. Crist challenges Flowers on the strong-side. 
PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Pat OFFENSIVE UNIT 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


Home: Sept. 16—Houston; Sept. 23—Philadelphia; Oct. 7— 
Green Bay; Oct. 14—Washington; Nov. 11—Dallas; Nov. 18 
—St. Louis; Dec. 16—Minnesota. 


Away: Sept. 30—Cleveland; Oct. 21—Dallas; Oct. 28—St. 
Louis; Nov. 4—Oakland; Nov. 25—Philadelphia; Dec. 2— 
Washington; Dec. 10—Los Angeles. 


National Conference e Eastern Division 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 
Prediction: Fourth 


Tt was strictly pie-squashed-in-the-face stuff. For many 
years, the Cardinals served as pro footbail’s parody of 
Laurel and Hardy. Unadulterated slapstick. Comic relief 
for the franchise operators of the other clubs. Behind 
their backs at league meetings the owners snickered and 
referred to the Cardinals’ ownership of Stormy and Bill 
Bidwill as Laurel and Hardy. And, indeed, such an image 
permeated the organization . . . and the Cardinals played 
slapstick football on Sundays. 

Now Stormy, the Stan Laurel of the brother team, has 
sold his share to Bill, the Ollie Hardy of NFL owners. 
Bill is trying to scrub away the reputation. But it all won’t 
wash off. Not yet. 

Once again the Cardinals conducted a lengthy man- 
hunt to find a new head coach. Don Coryell was eventu- 
ally tracked down at San Diego State, where he created 
some collegiate juggernauts. With sole ownership, there 
was no bickering between brothers this time. 

Bob Hollway, a brainy coach who declined to delegate 
authority to his assistants, was dismissed the day after his 
second losing season ended last December. 

“We want to become a winning football team,” pro- 
claimed Coryell upon his ascension into pro coaching at 
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age 48. “And one obvious key to doing this will be be- 
coming more of an offensive football team, Defense is 
very important in this league, but I also believe in scor- 
ing. We want to attack the defense and throw the foot- 
ball,” 

Shortly after the deliverance of this statement, quarter- 
back Gary Cuozzo defected to a full-time career in den- 
tistry. It is unknown if there was any correlation between 
Coryell’s ambitious remark and Cuozzo’s decision to re- 
tire, Could be. He was ineffectual passing a year ago, as 
the Cardinals had to play the rotating quarterback game. 

The season actually started with Tim Van Galder, a 
career-long taxi squad quarterback, making his pro debut. 
At age 28, a rookie. Hollway spent the rest of the 4-9-1 
season shuffling Van Galder, Cuozzo and ever-present 
Jim Hart into games, 

Now, in the new order, it would seem Hart has the task 
of souping up the offense to Coryell’s standards. His 
desire to improve that facet is justified off the record. 
Never did the Cardinals score more than 24 points in a 
game. The Cardinals ranked 25th in pro football and last 
in the NFC in offense last year. But then, they also were 
25th in pro football and worst in the NFC on defense, 
too, last year. The statistics can be used to substantiate 
the slapstick quality of the team on the field. 

There was another retirement that could have far more 
serious repercussions than Cuozzo’s. After a distinguished 
13-year career as the heart and soul of the Cardinals’ 
defense, craggy Larry Wilson has retired. He is irre- 
placeable as a weak-side safety and as an inspirational 
on-the-field leader. 

As part of the regrouping, Bill Bidwill deemed it nec- 
essary to hire a man to handle the functions of general 
manager. Again, after a lengthy probe, Joe Sullivan was 
hired. Sullivan had followed George Allen’s shadow for 
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many years in Los Angeles and Washington. Therefore, 
he is considered eminently qualified in missions of re- 
building sick pro football clubs, 

Hart has some abilities as a quarterback, though he is 
erratic. His receivers have abilities—Bobby Moore and 
Walker Gillette wide and the excellent Jackie Smith at 
tight end. Coryell promises to utilize the running game. 
There is talent in the backfield with Donny Anderson and 
Johnny Roland. Pro football still is waiting for Donny 
Anderson to achieve superstardom commensurate to his 
talents. The offensive, line in the throes of change, re- 
mains anchored by the venerable Ernie McMillan, 

The defense, without Wilson, will be meeker than be- 
fore. The pass rush is not viable. The coverage is porous. 
Bob Rowe is regarded as the best man on the defensive 
line, Dave Butz, the touted first draft choice, should be 
able to start at a tackle. Ron Yankowski and Don Brumm 
will try to supply outside pressure. Jamie Rivers, the mid- 
dle linebacker, might supply some of the leadership lost in 
Wilson’s retirement, Mark Arneson, who played the mid- 
dle when Rivers was injured in ’72, could be moved out- 
side if he doesn’t beat out the veteran Rivers for the 
starting spot in the middle. Larry Stallings is a fixture at 
left linebacker. If Arneson doesn’t move outside, the 
competition will be between Terry Miller and Jeff Staggs 
on the weak-side. 

It will be impossible to replace Wilson in the secondary. 
Chuck Beatty will play at strong-side safety with Roger 
Wehrli, moved in after outstanding work at cornerback, 
manning the free safety spot. Miller Farr and Norm 
Thompson are the incumbent cornerbacks. 

Jim Bakken returns for his 12th year as placekicker. 
He has had several mediocre seasons in a row, Donny 
Anderson adequately handles the punting. 

The Cardinals will keep ’em laughing in °73. 
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1972 RECORD (4-9-1) 


10 Baltimore 3 6 Philadelphia 
10 Washington 24 24 Dallas 
19 Pittsburgh 25 7 New York Giants 
19 Minnesota 17) 10 «~Miami 
3 Washington 33 6 Dallas 
21 + New York Giants 27 +=24 Los Angeles 
10 Chicago 27. =24 ~=~Philadelphia 
PASSING 
Atts Comps YDs Lest TDs Ints 
*Cuozzo 158 69 897 68 5 ll 
Hart 119 60 857 98+ 5 5 
Van Galder 79 40 434 71 1 7 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs 
Bakken 0 19 14 
Anderson 6 0 0 
Roland 4 0 0 
Moore 3 0 0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst 
Anderson 153 536 4 19 
Roland 105 414 2 18 
Burns 26 69 2 9 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst 
Roland 38 321 2 27 
Gillette 33 550 2 65 
Moore 29 500 3 98+ 
Anderson 28 298 2 56 
Smith 26 407 2 71 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lgst 
*Wilson 3 35 0 24 
Farr 3 21 0 21 
**McGill Z 28 0 26 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lest 
Anderson 72¢ 2847 61 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
Wehrli 5 24 0 22 
Willingham 9 41 0 13 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
Gray 17 378 0 29 
Moore 20 437 0 37 
SYMBOLS *—Retired 
**__Traded 


t—Conference leader 


21.9 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hart, Jim 6-2 200 29 8 Southern Illinois 
Van Galder, Tim 6-1 190 29 2 lowa State 
Keithley, Gary 6-3 205 22 1 Texas-El Paso 


A sad situation. Hart is error-prone, Van Gatder is inexperienced despite his 
age. Gary Cuozzo retired. Keithley could help, but not this year. PERF. QT.: 4. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Anderson, Donny 6-3 210 30 8 Texas Tech 
Roland, Johnny 6-2 215 30 8 Missouri 
Burns, Leon 6-1 2501 Zo 3 Cal St.-Long Beach 
Hayden, Leo 6-0 210 25 3 Ohio State 
Metcalf, Terry 5-10 185 21 1 ‘Cal St.-Long Beach 
Stegent, Larry 6-1 200 25 2 Texas A&M 


There is depth, but these athletes have all missed reaching their rookie 
promise, Anderson can be a dazzling runner with power and moves—when 
he is so inclined. Roland is a solid runner who is best receiving. Burns has 
power, but lacks instinct and savvy. Hayden shows no consistency. Metcalf 
has promise. Stegent has always been hurt. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Moore, Bobby (W) 6-2 210 23 2 Oregon 
Gillette, Walker (W) 6-5 200 26 4 Richmond 
Smith, Jackie (T) 6-4 235 33 411 Northwest Louisiana 
Hyatt, Fred (W) 6-3 210 27 6 Auburn 
Gray, Mel (W) 5-9 170 924 3. Missouri 
McFarland, Jim (1) 6-5 22h) (25 4 Nebraska 
Wicks, Bob (W) 6- 195) 728 2 Utah State 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


With a passer of quality, this unit would contribute a great deal. It played 
much better than anticipated last year. Moore might have attitude troubles, 
but he can move and get the ball. Gillette finally has become productive. 
Smith, despite a sub-standard 1972, remains one of the more dangerous 
tight ends. He has ability to advance after catches. Hyatt is a superb reserve. 
Gray has great speed but is slight. McFarland and Wicks are adequate back- 
ups. PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Dierdorf, Dan (T) 6-4 265 25 3 Michigan 
McMillan, Ernie (T) 6-6 255 35 13 =~ Illinois 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Dobler, Conrad (G) 6-3 250 22 #2 Wyoming 

Young, Bob (G) 6-2 260 31 8 Howard Payne 
Banks, Tom (C) 6-1 240 25 3 Auburn 

Mulligan, Wayne (C) 6-2 245 26 5 Clemson 

Taylor, Mike (T) 6-5 245 828 6 Southern California 
Hutchinson, Chuck (G) 6-3 240 24 +%(.4 _ Ohio State 

Finnie, Roger (G) 6-3 245 27 5 =“ Florida A&M 


A made-over area. Young Dierdorf should be developed to the point of 
blossoming now both an a pass protector and run blocker. McMillan still 
rates with the best after all these years. The guards are newly installed and 
it could cause problems. Young has been around, but never has been a star. 
Dobler has promise, but still has plenty to learn in pass protection, Banks 
and Mulligan, both capable centers, battle for the starting spot. Taylor never 
has done much. Hutchinson could fit in. Finnie seeks a spot. PERF. QT.: 3. 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Bakken, Jim 6-0 195 32 12 Wisconsin 
Anderson, Donny 6-3 210 30 8 Texas Tech 


Bakken no longer kicks with reliability; he is mediocre. Anderson gets good 
height on punts. PERF. QT.: 4. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Brumm, Don (E) 6-4 245 31 411i Purdue 
Yankowski, Ron (E) 6-5 245 26 3 Kansas State 
Butz, Dave (T) 6-7 280 23 1 Purdue 
Rowe, Bob (T) 6-4 260 28 7 Western Michigan 
Imhof, Martin (E) 6-6 255 23 2 San Diego St. 
Heron, Fred (T) 6-4 260 28 8 = San Jose St. 
Richardson, John (T) 6-2 250 28 7 UCLA 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


There was a minimum pass rush last year except from Rowe, who has devel- 
oped into a strong tackle and leader up front. Improvement is necessary else- 
where. Butz could help plenty as a rookie if scouting reports are accurate. 
Outside, Yankowski does al! right while Brumm has plenty of experience but 
is worn. Imhof, Richardson and Heron each did some starting last year, but 
none was effective and all three figure as reserves this year. PERF. QT.: 4. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Stallings, Larry (0) 6-2 230 31 41 Georgia Tech 
Miller, Terry (0) §-2 225 27 4 illinois 
Rivers, Jamie (M) 6-2 2358 ar 6 Bowling Green 
Arneson, Mark (M-0) 6-2 220 23 2 Arizona 
Staggs, Jeff (0) 6-2 240 29 7 San Diego St. 
Hackbart, Dale (0) 6-3 210 35 12 Wisconsin 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—WMiddle Linebacker 


The Cards don’t blitz their linebackers as they did in the old days when the 
defense was stronger. Competition exists at middle linebacker between 
Arneson and Rivers, who comes back after knee trouble. Stailings remains a 
top outside backer against the run and pass. Miller is willing and aggressive, 
but has limited scope and Staggs could start. Hackbart Is a special-teams 
type. PERF. QT.: 4. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Farr, Miller 6-1 190 29 8 Wichita State 
Thompson, Norm 6-1 175 «28 3 Utah 
Washington, Eric 6-2 190 23 2 ‘Texas-El Paso 
Allen, Jeff 5-11 190 25 2 _lowa State 
Tolbert, Jim 6-4 200 29 7 Lincoln 


Despite talented personnel, the Cardinals’ interception total was meager last 
year. Farr no longer plays with the alacrity of his earlier seasons. Thompson 
has taken a Jong time to learn pass coverages. Washington and Allen possess 
some promise, but need training. Tolbert could help. PERF. QT.: 4. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Wehrli, Roger (W) 6-1 195 25 5 Missouri 
Beatty, Chuck (S) 6-2 205 26 #=‘5_ North Texas St. 
Willingham, Fred (S-W) 6-1 190 24 3 Auburn 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Larry Wilson’s departure wrecks this area. Wehrli is a talented athlete on 
pass defense. Beatty has kicked around and has limited talent. Willingham is 
a fair reserve. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Hutchison ——Tayor 


Boynham 
Hayden 
Metcalf* 


A OFFENSIVE UNIT 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


Home: Sept. 23—Washington; Oct. 7—-Oakland; Oct, 14— 
Philadelphia; Oct. 28—New York Giants; Noy. 4—Denver; 
Dec. 2—Detroit; Dec. 16—Dallas. 


Away: Sept, 16—Philadelphia; Sept. 30—Dallas; Oct. 21— 
Washington; Nov, 11—Green Bay; Nov. 18—New York Giants; 
Noy. 25—Cincinnati; Dec. 9—Atlanta. 


National Conference e Eastern Division 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
Prediction: Fifth 


Len Tose, a prominent trucking magnate, forked over 
$16,155,000 for the privilege of voicing his opinion about 
the Eagles. 

“Yep, I'll guarantee a victory over the Giants,” Tose 
proclaimed one day last season before his team took the 
field. “We'll win because I expect a lot of Scoring and us 
getting to the Giant quarterback whoever he is.” 

One of Tose’s first acts a few years ago after shelling 
out his $16-million-plus was to purge the Eagles of Norm 
Snead. Snead destroyed Tose’s guarantee, masterminding 
the Giants to a 27-12 victory. 

Said a plaintive Tose in the locker room of the losers, 
“Tm sick, I just can’t believe we’re this bad. This team 
played like they don’t have any character. I think our 
players have the ability to win and I don’t know why 
they’re not winning. But it’s not the fault of the coaching 
staff or the front office.” 

Perhaps the players? 

“You're damn right,” said Len Tose. 

When the Eagles lost the rematch to the Giants, 62—1 0, 
Tose started to change his mind. The day after the 
2-11-1 season ended, Eddie Khayat, his coaching staff 
and General Manager Pete Retzlaff were gone. 
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The coaching staff and the front office were the scape- 
goats—and ironically the same old players, most of them 
anyway, remain for 1973. 

Mike McCormack, an old-liner, was hired from George 
Allen’s Washington Super Bowl staff to replace Khayat. 
Tose didn’t bother replacing Retzlaff. The owner himself 
will be the de facto GM. 

Even the addition of Roman Gabriel in an expensive 
trade with the Rams won’t do much to galvanize an 
impotent offense. To get Gabe, the Eagles had to give 
up their best receiver, Harold Jackson. Jackson led the 
NEL in pass receiving last year. Still, the offense seldom 
advanced into the end zone, 

The offense Tose figured to score a lot of points versus 
the Giants managed 12 touchdowns ali season. That is 
the correct figure, a square dozen touchdowns in 14 
games in a year when offense became stylish again in pro 
football. Twenty-four of the 25 other teams in the pro 
football conglomerate scored more than nice as many 
touchdowns as the Eagles. The exception was Houston, 
which scored six more than Philadelphia. The Oilers were 
one of the Eagles’ victims. Kansas City was the other. 
The two victories were one-pointers. 

“It’s no secret that improvement has to come from the 
offense,” said McCormack. Our top priority will be the 
offensive line, If we improve there, I’m certain our run- 
ning and passing games will improve.” 

To improve the blocking up front, McCormack used 
his two first-round draft choices and his second-round 
selection with wisdom. Jerry Sisemore, a 260-pounder 
from Texas, was the third athlete taken in the draft. He 
figures to play offensive tackle. Charlie Young was drafted 
to play tight end. He'll help with the blocking. Guy Mor- 
riss was drafted on the second round to play guard. 

Gabriel could provide some of the leadership with 
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backing from second-year man John Reaves, But the 
sore arm that made Gabe ineffectual last year remains 
questionable. The trade could be damaging to the Eagles 
over the long range. Jackson is gone to L.A. and so are 
the No. 1 draft choices for 1974 and 1975. 

Jackson’s 62 catches last year amounted to more than 
1,000 yards. Harold Carmichael will not be able to 
alleviate the void. Carmichael lacks experience. There 
will be additional pressure on Ben Hawkins, who plays 
the other side. Young is ticketed to start at tight end. 

Although the Eagles managed only two touchdowns 
tushing in a year of renaissance for running backs and 
one of those was by Reaves, McCormack figures he has 
an outstanding corps. Perhaps. Norm Bulaich was added 
in the Colts’ league-wide giveaway. Lee Bouggess is back 
after a year’s inactivity. Po James ran well as a rookie. 

It is the offensive line, where Wade Key, Tom Luken 
and Mike Evans are some of the incumbents, that must 
be repaired. The Eagles’ quarterbacks were on their 
backs 53 times last year, victims of machine-gunning 
pass rushes. 

The Eagles’ defensive line is considered solid—al- 
though it got to opposition QBs a mere 17 times, Richard 
Harris, Mel Tom, Gary Pettigrew and Don Hultz are 
solid, and the addition of vet Gerry Philbin will help. 
The linebacking isn’t much. Steve Zabel returns after 
knee trouble to play outside. Ron Porter plays the other 
side and Dick Absher operates in the middle. 

Bill Bradley, the best free safety in football, makes the 
secondary fairly cohesive. Leroy Keyes, traded to Kansas 
City, will be replaced by Kermit Alexander or third- 
round rookie Randy Logan. Al Nelson and Nate Ramsey 
are capable on the corners, 

Tom Dempsey can boom field goals from the far side 
of midfield, but sometimes he misses from inside the 20. 
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1972 RECORD (2-11-1) 


6 Dallas 28 6 St. Louis 
17 Cleveland 27. +=18 Houston 
12 New York Giants 27 7 Dallas 
0 Washington 14 10 New York Giants 
3 Los Angeles 34 7 Washington 
21 Kansas City 20 12 Chicago 
3 New Orleans 21 23 St. Louis 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints 
Reaves 224 108 1508 77 7 
Liske 138 71 973 67 3 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs 
Dempsey 0 ll 20 
Jackson 4 0 0 
Carmichael am 0 0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst 
James 182 565 0 22 
Baker 90 322 0 4 
Watkins 67 262 i 28 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst 
Jackson 627 10487 4 77 
Hawkins 30 512 1 67 
Carmichael 20 276 2 54 
lames 20 156 1 35 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lgst 
Bradley of 73 0 21 
Ramsey 3 4 0 10 
Porter 2 10 0 7 
**Keyes 2 0 0 0 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst 
Bradley 56 2250 60 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
Bradley 22 155 0 60 
Walik 3 4 0 10 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
Nelson 25 728 0 78 
Walik 21 466 0 35 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 


t—Conference leader 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Gabriel, Roman 6-4 220 33 12 North Carolina St. 
Reaves, John 6-3 210 23 2 Florida 
Liske, Pete 6-2 200 31 6 ‘Penn State 
Arrington, Rick 6-3 200 26 4 Tulsa 


Gabriel may lessen the touchdown dearth, but he’s not the entire answer. 
Neither Reaves nor Liske is a dominant type. Reaves may be satisfactory 
with maturity, but not this year. Arrington is destined to taxi. PERF. OT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
James, Po 6-1 202 =24 2 New Mexico St. 
Bulaich, Norm 6-1 218 26 4 Texas Christian 
Bouggess, Lee 6-2 210 25 3 Louisville 
Sullivan, Tom 6-0 190 23 2 = Miami 
Watkins, Larry 6-2 230 26 5 Alcorn A&M 
Bailey, Tom 6-2 211 24 3. Florida State 


[wo rushing touchdowns all season is an accurate barometer of the talent 
iere. It should be better this year with an experienced James, return of 
30uggess and acquisition of Bulaich. Basically, it is a power backfield. James 
1as speed, too. Bulaich’s problem has been his fragility, but when uninjured 
ie is a bulldozer with some moves and adequate quickness, Bouggess, back 
rom knee surgery, can produce, The others are backup types. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Carmichael, Harold (W) 6-8 225 23 2 Southern 
Hawkins, Ben (W) 6-1 180 29 8 Arizona State 
Young, Charles (T) 6-4 230 «22 1 Southern California 
Walik, Billy (W) 5-11 180 25 4 Villanova 
Picard, Bob (W) 6-1 195. 23 1 East Washington St. 
Kramer, Kent (1) 6-4 239 29 6 Minnesota 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


oss of dangerous deep receiver Harold Jackson to L.A. in the Gabriel trade 
vill hurt. Now there's all the more pressure on Hawkins, Inexperienced Car- 
tichael gets his chance in Jackson's position. No. 1 draftee Young is odds-on 
o start at tight end. The rookie has star potential. Depth is lacking with 
Valik, Picard, Kramer. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Key, Wade (T) 6-5 245 26 4 Southwest Texas St. 
Sisemore, Jerry (T) 64 260 21 1 Texas 
Luken, Tom (G) 6-3 253 23 2 Purdue 
Nordquist, Mark (G-C) 6-4 246 «27 6 Pacific 
Evans, Mike (C) 6-5 250° <27 6 Boston College 
Wright, Steve (1) 6-6 250 31 410 # Alabama 
Morriss, Guy (G) 6-4 2556 222 1 ‘Texas Christian 
Winfield, Vern (G) 6-2 248 24 2 Minnesota 
Smith, Steve (T) 6-5 250 29 7 Michigan 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Sacking of the Eagles’ passers a league-leading 53 times in ‘72 is a re- 
flection of the inability of the line. Newcomers are likely to break in, and 
this means early synchronization problems. Sisemore and Morriss were drafted 
on the first two rounds. Sisemore, the top choice, is expected to start im- 
mediately. Morriss could be rookie starter, too. Key, Nordquist and Evans are 
vets who broke down in the past. Wright never has fulfilled his promise. 
Smith is journeyman, Winfield is unspectacular. PERF. QT.: 5. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Dempsey, Tom 6-1 255 26 4 Palomar J.C. 
McNelll, Tom 6-1 195 31 7 Stephen F. Austin 


Dempsey, with the greatest range in football, lacks accuracy close in. McNeill, 
hurt in '72, punts adequately, PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Philbin, Gerry (E) 6-2 245 31 10 Buffalo 
Tom, Mel (E) 6-4 249 32 7 San Jose St. 
Hultz, Don (1) 6-3 241 32 11 So. Mississippi 
Harris, Richard (1) 6-5 260 25 3 Grambling 
Pettigrew, Gary (T) 6-5 255 28 8 Stanford 
Estes, Larry (E) 6-6 250 26 4 = Alcorn A&M 


Antwine, Houston (1) 6-0 270 34 12 Southern Illinois 
(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


An imposing group that has not been able to get together. They trapped 
quarterbacks merely 17 times in ‘72, lowest of all clubs. Yet individually, the 
athletes have talent. Philbin can help, though his presence may force Harris, 
as one of the finest outside linemen in football, to tackle. But Harris still 
has to move toward his peak. Tom is aggressive and tough. Hultz and Petti- 
grew are fair inside, Estes, Antwine supply depth, PERF. QT.: 3. 


PREDICTION: FIFTH 4l 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Porter, Ron (0) 6-3 232 «028 7 Idaho 
Zabel, Steve (0) 64 235 25 4 Oklahoma 
Absher, Dick (M) 6-4 235 29 #7 Maryland 
Bunting, John (0) 6-1 220 23 2 North Carolina 
Creech, Bob (0) 6-3 228 24 3 Texas Christian 
Cody, Bill (M) 6-1 230 29 #7 Aubum 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—WMiddle Linebacker 


Except for Zabel, there is nothing imposing about this group. Zabel is strong, 
quick, but is coming off knee trouble. Porter is sub-average, Absher is in- 
adequate but there is nobody to take his job away. Bunting has some promise 
and figures to battle for a starting spot. Creech has good size, limited ex- 
perience. Cody is aggressive, but has been injury prone. PERF. QT.: 4. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Nelson, Al 5-11 186 29 9 Cincinnati 
Ramsey, Nate 6-1 200 32 11 _ Indiana 
Gibbs, Pat 5-10 188 23 2 Lamar 


A lot of age in Nelson and Ramsey, but plenty of savvy. Neither is a stand- 
out, yet each is capable with Ramsey better on coverage. Gibbs has promise. 
PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Alexander, Kermit (S) 5-11 187 32 11 UCLA 
Bradley, Bill (W) 5-11 190 26 5 Texas 
Logan, Randy (W-S) 6-1 195 22 1 Michigan 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or ‘“‘Free’’ Safety 


Bradley is the best weak-side safety in football. For two consecutive years 
he has led the NFL in interceptions. Alexander will take over Leroy Keyes’ 
spot. Logan has extreme promise. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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FR DEFENSIVE UNIT 


Logan® 
Bradley 
a 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Home: Sept. 16—St. Louis; Sept. 30—Washington; Oct. 28— 
Dallas; Noy. 4—New England; Nov. 11—Atlanta; Nov. 25— 
New York Giants; Dec. 9—New York Jets. 


Away: Sept. 23—New York Giants; Oct. 7—Buffalo; Oct. 14 
—St. Louis; Oct. 21—Minnesota; Nov. 18—Dallas; Dec. 2— 
San Francisco; Dec. 16—Washington. 


National Conference e Central Division 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Prediction: First 


That battered old cliché about Fran Tarkenton ... 
darned if it wasn’t true again. Francis, the shining knight 
who was reacquired to catapult the Vikings back to the 
Super Bowl, was a mere 7-7 quarterback in 1972. That 
7-7 syndrome has been his millstone for a decade with 
Minnesota and the Giants. 

The Vikings had won four Central Division titles during 
the five seasons Tarkenton was exiled in New York, But 
their offense was short-circuited in three playoff en- 
counters and once in the Super Bowl. 

So Tarkenton returned to supply the offensive impulse. 
And to his credit he recognized the sardonic irony of the 
7-7 situation. 

“Y’ve done a lot for this team,” he said as 1972 ended. 
“Tt was 11-3 in 1971 and now it’s 7—7. I’m the quarter- 
back who was supposed to provide leadership, help this 
team win the Super Bowl.” 

Instead, the Vikings plummeted to a woeful third-place 
landing in the division they had dominated in Tarkenton’s 
absence. He perpetuated his image as pro football’s most 
baffling enigma. 

Throughout the year Coach Bud Grant griped that 
an offense that moves the football still is worthless if it 
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doesn’t move as far as the end zone, That happened too 
often. And it was clear whom Grant, never enchanted by 
quarterbacks, was finding to blame. Tarkenton did not 
galvanize the Vikings as anticipated. Yet he had a statisti- 
cally productive season and cannot truthfully be faulted 
for the destruction of the Vikings. Rather there was a 
blocked punt . . . too many inopportune fumbles... 
too many errant field goal attempts . . . too many muffed 
placekick holds. These ruined the Vikings. But history 
records Tarkenton—unfairly—as the scapegoat. 

The Vikings enter the 1973 campaign still with the 
best overall material in the Central Division. 

“Offensively, we want to change some things,” said 
Grant. “But we don’t want to change things to the extent 
that we knock ourselves out of the contending position 
we now occupy. We have the knowledge, the experience, 
the know-how to get us almost to the top; we don’t want 
to sacrifice that to try out something for the sake of 
change. 

“Tn other words, if we’re a half-yard—or one play— 
away, we somehow have to resurrect that play. But not 
at the expense of all the rest of the plays.” 

What the Vikings lacked offensively was a potent run- 
ning game. Chuck Foreman was drafted first, and he 
might remedy that flaw. He could be a starter in the back- 
field. Returning are Clinton Jones, Oscar Reed, Ed Mari- 
nato plus old retainers Bill Brown and Dave Osborn, 
who can still contribute, Improvement in the running 
can be expected. 

The receiving is potentially super. John Gilliam is a 
bomb threat from any location. Gene Washington has to 
regain his old flair to reduce the coverage pressure on 
Gilliam, John Beasley provides ample blocking and re- 
ceiving prowess at tight end, 

Grant feels the line might be restructured to help with 
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the running game. John Ward is expected to move in at a 
guard position. Milt Sunde could lose his right guard spot 
to the youngster. The rest of the line of Grady Alderman 
and Ron Yary at tackles, Ed White at left guard and Mick 
Tingelhoff at center is more than adequate, Sunde and 
Godfrey Zaunbrecher are experienced reserves, but 
depth is rather thin. 

Those four muggers up front on the Vikings’ massive 
defense—Alan Page, Carl Eller, Jim Marshall and Gary 
Larsen—will have altered responsibilities this year. Min- 
nesota long has been a pass rush team. The so-called 
Purple People Eaters harassed and intimidated passers. It 
was the singular tactic that won the four division titles for 
the Vikings. 

But last year Page, Eller and Larsen had some injury 
problems. And the opposition discovered that running 
plays could be successful against the Vikings. 

“We might have to change our deployment or strategy 
to cut off the run a little more,” Grant said. “We may 
have to play a little stronger inside defense and stop the 
run first and then maybe have to guess with them a little 
bit more . .. to guess when they’re going to pass.” 

The Vikings can afford to play a more controlled de- 
fense because of excellence in all departments. The line- 
backing of Wally Hilgenberg, Jeff Siemon and Roy 
Winston does a magnificent job. In the secondary, Charlie 
West, Bobby Bryant, Paul Krause and Karl Kassulke play 
the zones as well as any unit. 

Five of Minnesota’s seven losses in °72 were by three 
points or fewer. Fred Cox, for years a most consistent 
kicker, missed some routine shots early in the season, This 
was most damaging. But he rallied later and remains a 
reliable kicker. 

Francis the fall guy could become a title winner at 
long last. 
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1972 RECORD (7-7) 


21 Washington 24 37 New Orleans 6 
34 Detroit 10 =616 Detroit 14 
14 Miami 16 45 Los Angeles 41 
17 St. Louis 19 10 Pittsburgh 23 
23 Denver 20 23 Chicago 10 
10 Chicago 13 7 Green Bay 23 
27 Green Bay 13. 17 San Francisco 20 
PASSING 
Atts Comps YDs Lest TDs Ints Pct 
Tarkenton 378 215 2651 76 18 13 56.9 
**Lee 6 3 75 63 1 0 50.0 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Cox 0 34 21 97 
B. Brown 8 0 0 48 
Gilliam 7 0 0 42 
Osborn 3 0 0 18 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lest Avg 
Reed 151 639 2 43 4.2 
B. Brown 82 263 4 19 3.2 
Osborn 82 261 2 14 3.2 
Marinaro 66 223 0 19 3.4 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lest Avg 
Gilliam 47 1035 7 66 22.0t 
Reed 30 205 0 37 6.8 
Beasley 28 232 1 18 8.3 
Marinaro 28 218 1 18 7.8 
B. Brown 22 298 4 76 13.5 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Avg 
Krause 6 109 1 35 18.2 
Bryant 4 82 0 34 20.5 
Winston 3 55 0 23 18.3 
West 3 7 0 8 2.3 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Eischeid 62 2651 61 42.8 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
West 16 111 0 23 6.9 
Bryant 10 48 0 10 4.8 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Gilliam 14 369 0 47 26.4 
Jones 12 327 0 48 27.3 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 
t—Conference leader 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Tarkenton, Fran 6-0 199 33 13 Georgia 
Berry, Bob 5-11 185 31 9 Oregon 


Tarkenton has juiced up the offense, especially the passing attack. Berry, 
capable of being a No. 1, backs up. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Jones, Clinton 6-0 205 28 7 ~~ Michigan State 
Reed, Oscar 6-0 2225) 25 6 Colorado State 
Osborn, Dave 6-0 208 30 9 North Dakota 
Brown, Bill 5-11 228 32 13 Illinois 
Foreman, Chuck 6-1 206 23 1 Miami (Fla.) 
Marinaro, Ed 6-2 212 «23 2 Cornell 
McClanahan, Brent 5-10 194 22 1 ‘Arizona State 


Ground offense has needed a boost and No. 1 draftee Foreman will battle 
vets Jones, Reed for a starting spot. Foreman is a bruiser with sufficient 
speed. Jones, returning from injury, never quite hit his potential. Reed is the 
flashiest of the group but has been mistake prone. Osborn has been battered 
through the years. He and Brown have experience but must be spotted. Mari- 
naro has lots to learn, McClanahan is an mside runner only. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Washington, Gene (W) 6-3 208 28 7 Michigan State 
Gilliam, John (W) 6-1 195 28 7 South Carolina St. 
Beasley, John (T) 6-3 228 27 6 California 
Henderson, John (W) 6-3 195 30 9 Michigan 
Demery, Cal (W) 6-0 190 23 2 Arizona State 
Voigt, Stu (T) 6-1 200 25 4 Wisconsin 
Lash, Jim (W) 6-1 192 22 1 Northwestern 
Kingsriter, Doug (1) 6-2 222 23 1 Minnesota 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


This club never has been able to put two top wide receivers together. Now 
Gilliam is the star, a flashy deep catcher who ranks with the best: fine speed, 
moves, hands. Washington has been troubled the past two years. If he re- 
gains his style, he will provide the two-sides threat. Henderson gets spot 
duty—a capable, strong receiver with catching talent. Beasley is a rugged 
tight end, used primarily for blocking. Lash has catching talent. Demery, 
Voigt, Kingsriter battle to stick as subs. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Alderman, Grady (1) 6-2 247 34 14 © Detroit 
Yary, Ron (T) 6-5 (bah ee 6 Southern California 
White, Ed (G) 6-2 268 26 5 California 
Sunde, Milt (G) 6-2 250 31 10 # Minnesota 
Tingelhoff, Mick (C) 6-2 237 33 12 ~~ Nebraska 
Ward, John (G) 6-4 250 25 4 Oklahoma State 
Zaunbrecher, Godfrey (C) 6-1 240 27 3 Louisiana State 
Darling, Craig (T) 6-3 235 23 1 _lowa 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


A change is possible with Ward getting a shot to start at guard. The line 
provides decent pass protection, but run blocking is not satisfactory. Yary is 
the best of the group, an All-Pro who handles the top DEs. White is a solid 
lineman with good strength. Sunde will have to fight against losing his job 
to Ward to improve run blocking. Tingelhoff is still a top center, though 
Zaunbrecher will receive a chance to share the load. Darling has a chance 
to stick with retirement of Doug Davis. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Cox, Fred 5-10 200 34 11 Pittsburgh 
Eischeid, Mike 6-0 190 31 7 ‘Upper lowa 


Cox usually is consistent, but his misses last year were damaging. Eischeid’s 
forte is long hang time on punts. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 

Eller, Carl (E) 6-6 247 31 410 # Minnesota 
Marshall, Jim (E) 6-4 248 35 14 Ohio State 
Larsen, Gary (T) 6-5 261 33 410 Concordia 

Page, Alan (7) 6-4 245 28 7 Notre Dame 
Lurtsema, Bob (E-T) 6-6 250 31 7 Western Michigan 
Ganas, Rusty (T) 6-5 250 24 3 South Carolina St. 


Sutherland, Doug (E) 6-3 250 25 4 Wisconsin State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


Injuries have damaged the Meet at the Quarterback pass rush that was once 
the NFL’s best. Page remains the superstar, a fierce competitor, agile against 
both the run and the pass. Eller comes back after a substandard year and 
again should be a fearsome pass rusher. Larsen, also injured last season, is 
the line’s strongman against the run. Marshall is still good. Lurtsema, Ganas, 
Sutherland are fair backups. PERF, QT.: 2. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Winston, Roy (0) 5-11 222 33 12 Louisiana State 
Hilgenberg, Wally (0) 6-3 229 31 10 ~ ‘Iowa 
Siemon, Jeff (M) 6-2 230 23 2 Stanford 
Gersbach, Carl (O-M) 6-1 230 26 4 West Chester 
Martin, Amos (0) 6-2 228 24 2 Louisville 
Abboit, Fred (0) 6-3 222 23 1 ‘Florida 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


A Jong underrated group that could be better with the development of Siemon 
in the middle. He’s considered a potential superstar. Winston comes back 
after an outstanding year. Hilgenberg is a savage, emotional athlete who 
excels against the run. Gersbach has adequate experience and versatility. 
Martin, Abbott are promising youngsters. PERF. QT.: 2. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
West, Charlie 6-1 197 27 6 ‘Texas-El Paso 
Bryant, Bobby 6-1 170 629 6 South Carolina 
Wallace, Jackie 6-2 188 22 1 Arizona 
Wright, Nate 5-11 180 25 4 San Diego St. 


West and Bryant are capable cornerbacks who work well in Minnesota’s 
zone. Bryant is outstanding on pass coverages, West plays best against runs. 
Wallace promises to become an outstanding pass defender. Wright has savvy. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Kassulke, Karl (S) 6-0 195 32 11 ODrake 
Krause, Paul (W) 6-3 200 31 10 towa 
Brown, Terry (S) 6-0 205 26 4 Oklahoma 
Wright, Jeff (S-W) 5-11 190 24 3 Minnesota 
Randolph, Al (W) 6-2 205 29 7 ~~ Jowa 

(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Kassulke is a solid hitter who plays tough, can cover tight ends and running 
backs out of the backfield. Krause roams through a wide area despite a lack 
of great speed. He has uncanny instincts. Brown and Wright are tough, well 
suited for special teams. Randolph is well-traveled journeyman. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Home: Sept. 16—Oakland; Sept. 30——Green Bay; Oct. 21— 
Philadelphia; Oct. 28—Los Angeles; Nov. 4—Cleveland; Noy. 
11—Detroit; Nov. 25—Chicago. 


Away: Sept. 23——Chicago; Oct. 7—Detroit; Oct. 14—San 
Francisco; Nov. 19—Atlanta; Dec. 2—Cincinnati; Dec. 8— 
Green Bay; Dec. 16—New York Giants. 


National Conference © Central Division 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Prediction: Second 


There was a legacy—or was it a monkey on the back? 
—when Dan Devine forsook the security of college 
coaching to go to work for the Packers. Inevitably, he 
would be measured against the ghost of Vince Lom- 
bardi. 

For some it would be a pressurized burden, this con- 
stant comparison to Lombardi of Green Bay. But Dan 
Devine said he did not wish to blot out this specter, this 
memory of a man he was following. 

“You wouldn’t want it any other way. I talk to my 
players about Lombardi always. He’s part of our tradi- 
tion even though he isn’t with us any more. I’ve always 
felt Lombardi should help our team, be part of our 
success.” 

The Jate, legendary, imperious Lombardi would ap- 
prove of the job Dan Devine is doing at Green Bay. Two 
years ago Devine inherited the coaching job on a decay- 
ing ball club with the quixotic motto: “The Pack Will Be 
Back.” His first year was absolute chaos. Last year the 
Packers were doomed to be abject failures by all pre- 
season estimates. 

Instead, last year the Pack was back. Because of De- 
vine’s adroit manipulations at the draft and trade marts, 
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the Packers recovered so strongly they won the NFC 
Central title. Devine drove them from last to first in one 
year. 

The Packers went a magnificent 10—4 and controlled 
the division with an incomplete football team. The de- 
fense was shored up and reconstructed so rapidly it be- 
came the best in the NFC, But plainly, the Packers were 
inadequate at quarterback. 

They still are with Scott Hunter, the incumbent, com- 
peting with second-year man Jerry Tagge for the No. 1 
assignment in 1973. 

However, this year Bart Starr has packed it in, Starr 
finally gave into the chronic miseries of his shoulder and 
retired as a quarterback a year ago. But he remained on 
Devine’s staff as a quarterback coach. Throughout the 
year he programed Hunter, counseled him, taught him. 
Starr’s presence overcame Hunter’s problems, the prob- 
lems most inexperienced quarterbacks must endure. 
But between seasons Starr opted against continuing in 
his advisory capacity with the Packers. He turned down 
a couple of head coaching jobs with other clubs. He left 
football. 

There was considerable off-season talk that the Packers 
would trade for a veteran quarterback. If not, the figur- 
ing is that Tagge will outduel Hunter and win the job. 

Other than at quarterback and receiver, the Packers 
are a genuine contending team on the upgrade. They 
have exceptionally fine power running from John Brock- 
ington and MacArthur Lane. Brock, entering his third 
season, is the only runner in pro history to gain 1,000 
yards in each of his first two years. Lane, too, has 1,000- 
yard potential, but one of his basic chores is blocking 
for Brockington. 

The passing attack wasn’t much last year—and likely 
won't be again. The absence of even a passing threat 
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destroyed the Packers when they reached the playofis and 
tumbled before the Redskins. Washington could safely 
place a five-man defensive line in front of Brockington 
and Lane. That stopped Green Bay . . . but only after 
a season of magnificence, Carroll Dale and Leland Glass 
return as the starting wide receivers. Dale is getting old 
now and caught only 16 passes last year. Glass caught 
only 15. Devine went for receiver Barry Smith as his No. 
1 draft choice. Smith figures to win a job. 

At tight end, Rich McGeorge returns after missing most 
of the title year with injuries. His presence will help plenty. 

The offensive line continues to be effective. Gale Gil- 
lingham returns at right guard, so the blocking should be 
stronger. Dick Himes, Bill Hayhoe, Bill Lueck and Ken 
Bowman are incumbents. Gillingham’s return leaves Mal- 
colm Snider trying to unseat one of the others for steady 
work. 

Defensively, the Packers have added Aaron Brown on 
the line, a plus. But Dave Robinson has retired after years 
of distinction at linebacker, a minus. The pass rush and 
anti-run play is excellent with Clarence Williams, Alden 
Roche, Bob Brown and Mike McCoy in addition to 
Aaron Brown. 

Young Larry Hefner will try to replace Robinson at 
left linebacker, Improving Jim Carter and All-Pro Fred 
Carr play the other backer positions. The secondary was 
outstanding last year, yielding only seven TD passes. 
Cornerbacks Ken Ellis and Ken Buchanon are superb. 
Safeties Jim Hill and Al Matthews are above average. 

One very important reason for the Packers’ astonishing 
development was the kicking of Chester Marcol. The 
Packers had tried more than a dozen kickers since Lom- 
bardi’s last Super Bowl team in 1967. Marcol last year 
became the NFL’s scoring leader as a rookie with 128 
points. He is accurate from mid-field. 
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1972 RECORD (10-5) 


26 Cleveland 
14 Oakland 
16 Dallas 
20 Chicago 
24 Detroit 
9 Atlanta 
13. Minnesota 
34 San Francisco 


Atts 
Hunter 199 
Tagge 29 
TDs 
Marcol 0 
Brockington 9 
Hunter 5 
Lane 3 
Atts 
Brockington 274 
Lane 177 
P. Williams 33 
Hudson 15 
Recs 
Lane 26 
Brockington 19 
Dale 16 
Glass 15 
Ints 
Ellis 4 
Buchanon 4 
iit 4 
Punts 
Widby 65 
Rets 
Ellis 14 
Staggers 9 
Rets 
Thomas 21 
Staggers 11 
Hudson ll 


10 23 Chicago 17 
20 23 Houston 10 
13 16 Washington 21 
17 33_—«Detroit 7 
23 23 Minnesota 7 
10 30 New Orleans 20 
27 3 Washington [Playoff] 16 
24 
PASSING 
Comps YBs TDs Ints Pct 
86 1252 49 6 of 43.2 
10 154 31 0 0 34.5 
SCORING 
PATs FGs Total 
29 33T 128f 
0 0 54 
0 0 30 
0 0 18 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lest Avg 
1027 8 30 3.7 
821 3 41 4.6 
139 0 4 4.2 
62 it) 17 4. 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
285 0 49 11.0 
243 1 48 12.8 
317 1 48 19.8 
261 1 31 17.4 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
106 1 40 26.5 
62 0 26 15.5 
37 0 21 9.3 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst Avg 
2714 64 41.8 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
215 ltt 80 15.4¢ 
148 itt 85t 16.4 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lest Avg 
572 0 89 27.2 
260 0 39 23.6 
247 0 55 22.5 


SYMBOLS }—Conference leader 
t+t—Tied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hunter, Scott 6-2 205 24 $3. Alabama 
Tagge, Jerry 6-2 220 23 2 Nebraska 


Tagge now challenges the erratic Hunter for the top job. Tagge, with more 
flair, could win it. PERF. QT.: 4. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Brockington, John 6-1 225, 25 3 Ohio State 
Lane, MacArthur 6-1 220 29 6 Utah State 
Williams, Perry 6-2 219 26 5 Purdue 
Hudson, Bob 5-11 210 25 2  N.E. Oklahoma St. 
Kopay, Dave 6-0 218 31 410 # Washington 
Krause, Larry 6-0 208 25 $4 St. Norbert’s 
Walsh, Ward 6-0 208 23 3 Colorado 


Brockington and Lane are a magnificent tandem in the old-fashioned power- 
back style of Jim Taylor and Paul Hornung. Brock has been a 1,000-yarder 
his first two pro seasons, an awesome up-the-middle runner. Lane has 1,000- 
yard talent, and twice has come close in his career. He is a shade faster than 
his partner. Williams is the best of the reserves. Hudson, Kopay, Krause and 
Walsh basically are special-team men. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Glass, Leland (W) 6-0 185 23 2 Oregon 
Dale, Carroll (W) 6-2 200 35 14 ~~ Virginia Tech 
McGeorge, Rich (T) 6-4 235 24 4 Elon 
Smith, Barry (W) 6-1 185 22 1 ‘Florida State 
Staggers, Jon (W) 5-10 180 24 #4 = Missouri 
Davis, Dave (W) 6-0 175, 25 3 Tennessee State 
Garrett, Len (1) 6-3 230). “25 3 _N. Mexico Highlands 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


The passing game is not well blended into the offense—and receiving is sub- 
standard. Dale used to be a star but had only 16 catches and is aging. 
There’s nobody to replace him unless No. 1 draftee Smith cuts it immedi- 
ately. Glass is ordinary. McGeorge is an excellent tight end returning from 
injury. Garrett backs him capably. Davis can be used deep. Staggers has 
great speed, medium stature. PERF. QT.: 5. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hayhoe, Bill (T) 6-8 258 27 5 Southern California 
Himes, Dick (T) 6-4 244 27 6 Ohio State 


Lueck, Bill (G) 6-4 235 4827 6 = Arizona 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Gillingham, Gale (G) 6-3 Zon eg 8 Minnesota 
Bowman, Ken (C) 6-3 230 30 10 Wisconsin 
Snider, Malcolm (G-T) 6-4 251. s26 5 Stanford 
Wortman, Keith (T-G) 6-2 245 23 2 Nebraska 
Withrow, Cai (C) 6-0 240 «28 4 Kentucky 


()—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


This is a good group in a run-oriented offense and it protects the young QBs 
well enough. Blocking should be even better with the retum of All-Pro 
Gillingham, injured last year. Hayhoe, Himes are undersung tackles who do 
the job competently. Lueck is a decent guard who is sometimes vexed by 
pass blocking. Bowman is a very capable center. Snider deserves to play 
after an excellent '72 in place of Gilly. He could win a job from Lueck or one 
of the tackles. Wortman, Withrow are relievers. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Marcol, Chester 6-0 190 24 2 = Hillsdale 
Widby, Ron 6-4 210 28 6 Tennessee 


Rookie Marcol led pro football is scoring. Booming range, fine accuracy. 
Widby is an outstanding punter. PERF. QT.; 1. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Williams, Clarence (E) 6-5 255 26 4 Prairie View 
Roche, Alden (E-T) 6-4 255 28 4 Southern 
Brown, Bob (T) 6-5 260 33 8 Arkansas AM&N 
McCoy, Mike (1) 6-5 284 24 4 Notre Dame 
Brown, Aaron (E) 6-5 255° 29 7 Minnesota 
Oats, Carleton (T) 6-3 260 30 9 Florida A&M 
Pureifory, Dave (E) 6-1 260 23 2 Eastern Michigan 


(E)—End ()—Tackle 


The defense was best in the NFC, specializing against the run. Aaron Brown 
has to be worked in somehow. He’s outstanding on a pass rush. But so are 
Williams and Roche, who also could play tackle. They provide a fearsome 
outside rush. Bob Brown is as tough to block as any defensive tackle, but 
doesn't get publicity. McCoy finally has blossomed as an outstanding 
performer. Oats, Pureifory are fine backup players. PERF. QT.: 2. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Hefner, Larry (O-M) 6-2 215 24 2 Clemson 
Carr, Fred (0) 6-5 238 27 #26 Texas-El Paso 
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LINEBACKERS (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Carter, Jim (M) 6-3 235) ie. 4 Minnesota 
Nitschke, Ray (M) 6-3 235 36 16 Illinois 
MacLeod, Tom (0) 6-3 221". 22, 1 Minnesota 
Toner, Tom (0) 6-3 225 23 1 Idaho State 
(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Departure of Dave Robinson leaves an irreplaceable vacancy on the left 
side. Hefner will try, but his experience is limited. Carr is one of the finest 
anti-run outside backers. Carter is emotional, a strong leader, though still 
error-prone. He'll improve. Nitschke is creaking old, but still has a game left. 
MacLeod, Toner are hopefuls for quick development. PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Buchanon, Willie 6-0 190 23 2 San Diego St. 
Ellis, Ken 5-10 190 25 4 Southern 
Thomas, lke 6-2 193 25 3 Bishop 


Meager total of seven TD passes allowed is credited to work of Ellis, 
Buchanon, two outstanding coverage men. Ellis adds toughness. Thomas is 
a good backup. PERF. QT.: 1. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Matthews, Al (S) 5-11 190 25 4 Texas A&l 
Hill, Jim (W) 6-2 190 26 5 Texas A&l 
Hall, Charles (S-W) 6-1 195 25 3 ‘Pittsburgh 
Kroll, Bob (S) 6-1 195. 23 2 Northern Michigan 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Not as spectacular as cornerback group, but very efficient. Matthews and 
Hill specialize in defense against the run. They work well together. Hall 
could be a starter here. Kroll is strong on special teams. PERF. QT.: 2, 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Home: Sept. 17—New York Jets at Milwaukee; Sept. 23— 
Detroit; Oct. 14——Kansas City at Milwaukee; Nov. 4—Chicago; 
Nov. 11—St. Louis; Dec. 2—New Orleans at Milwaukee; Dec. 
8—NMinnesota, 


Away: Sept. 30—Minnesota; Oct. 7—New York Giants; Oct. 
21—Los Angeles; Oct. 28—Detroit; Nov. 18—New England; 
Noy. 26—San Francisco; Dec. 16—Chicago. 


National Conference e Central Division 


DETROIT LIONS 
Prediction: Third 


For the ultimate in mediocrity, inertia and futility, the 
Lions are the classic example. It was not very long ago 
that the Lions were a team sharply on the upgrade. They 
were ascending to the Super Bowl level. They failed to 
reach it, Their rise was cut short by mismanagement. 
They became tattletale gray again. 

The Lions locked up second place in the NFC Central 
Division the last four seasons. So their management 
adopted a laissez-faire attitude. The management notion 
is that the club can win with the personnel on the roster. It 
can’t. 

In 1970, the Lions finished with a 10-4 record. They 
earned the wild-card berth to the NFC playoffs, where 
they lost. But they presumed themselves to be nearing the 
crest and oversold their public about going to the Super 
Bowl in 1971. They declined instead . . . and the decline 
continued in 1972. 

The Lions, with their negative approach to player pro- 
curement, were 8—5—1 last year . . . second in a division 
they should have dominated. 

Bill Ford, the owner, called last season inexcusable. 
He delivered promises—promises of changes to come. 

At the year’s end, Joe Schmidt was so fed up with the 
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front office system he resigned as head coach. He left a 
warning: 

“We don’t have enough players. It’s that simple. We’ve 
got to have a good draft and we’ve got to have some 
trades.” 

The Lions did not have a good draft in 1973, not by 
the standards of rival clubs. They went more than five 
years without negotiating a trade of major consequence. 

“Oh, we made changes,” said Ford, who had prom- 
ised dramatic player changes. “We’ve got an entirely 
new coaching staff.” 

Don McCafferty, who won a Super Bowl with the 
Colts, is the successor to Schmidt. He is a capable man, 
and he is not likely to clash with the front office as 
Schmidt sometimes did. He promised to work within the 
system. Russ Thomas, Ford’s Svengali and general man- 
ager, steadfastly refused to make the trades Schmidt 
knew were mandatory to cure the Lions’ defensive 
atrophy. 

Goodness knows, the Lions have a superior offense, 
the product of excellent drafting and trading during the 
period of ascension. But during that time they neglected 
their defense. 

Because of the front office’s inertia and trading phobia, 
the defense remains neglected. That defense was among 
the poorest in pro football last year. 

McCafferty promises to rev up the offense, make it 
less stereotyped and exploit its abilities more. 

Quarterback Greg Landry endured harsh criticism 
from owner Ford last December when the Lions were 
swooning. “He can’t hit the ground from six feet up,” 
said Ford. “The only thing he has going for him is the law 
of gravity.” 

The remarks burned Landry, whose salary is $100,000 
or more. He grants that he had a substandard season last 


PREDICTION: THIRD 61 


year, but he still was dangerous as a runner, a scrambler 
and a passer. 

McCafferty planned to change the Lions’ concept from 
Schmidt’s one-quarterback system. At camp, Landry and 
Bill Munson were to engage in competition with McCaf- 
ferty designating a No. 1 for the opening of the schedule. 
Landry, too, was burned by this plan after 242 seasons 
as the starter. McCafferty intends to yank his starter if he 
deems it warranted by game conditions. 

The Lions possess plenty of offensive firepower. Their 
running is excellent. Altie Taylor is a gifted outside run- 
net, Steve Owens trudges for short yardage inside—four, 
five, six yards a carry. Mel Farr backs them up. Charlie 
Sanders is the finest tight end in pro football. The outside 
receiving must be improved and perhaps the patterns of 
McCafferty’s receiver coach, Raymond Berry, will help 
incumbents Ron Jessie and Larry Walton. The line with 
Rockne Freitas, Ed Flanagan, Jim Yarbrough, Chuck 
Walton and Bob Kowalkowski is outstanding. 

But it is defense which causes the Lions to be a prosaic 
team. Only Larry Hand, Lem Barney and Jim Mitchell 
—and Mike Lucci, if his body is no longer battered—can 
be considered responsible defensive athletes. Hand and 
Mitchell supply the necessary outside rush. Inside, the 
Lions have had problems making simple tackles. Bob Bell 
and Larry Woods are the tackle returnees. But they will 
be challenged by Herb Orvis and Ernie Price, the Lions’ 
first draft choice. Charlie Weaver joins Lucci and Paul 
Naumoff in the linebacking unit after Wayne Walker’s 
retirement. 

Passers generally steer away from Barney at left 
cornerback, The secondary includes Rudy Redmond, 
Mike Weger and Charlie Potts or Wayne Rasmussen. 

The kicking is capably done by Errol Mann, the NFC’s 
most accurate field goal man in 1972. 
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1972 RECORD (8-5-1) 


30 New York Giants 16 14 Chicago it) 

10 Minnesota 34 14. Minnesota 16 

38 Chicago 24 27 New Orleans 14 

26 Atlanta 23 37 New York Jets 20 

23 Green Bay 24 7 Green Bay 33 

34 San Diego 20 21 = Buffalo 21 

24 Dallas 28 34 Los Angeles 17 
PASSING 

Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pet 

Landry 268 134 2066 82 18 17 50.0 

Munson 35 20 194 29 1 1 57.1 
SCORING 

TDs PATs FGs Total 

Mann 0 38 20 98 

Landry 9 i] 0 54 

Taylor 6 0 0 a 6 

L. Walton 6 0 0 36 
RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Taylor 154 658 4 38 4.3 

Landry 81 524 9tt 38 6.5 

Owens 143 519 4 18 3.6 

Farr 62 216 3 22 3.5 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Taylor 29 250 2 40 8.6 

Sanders 27 416 2 38 15.4 

L. Walton 24 485 6 48 20.2 

Jessie 24 424 4 82 17.7 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Barney 3 88 0 64 29.3 

Redmond 2 91 1 88t 45.5 

Rasmussen 2 1 0 1 0.5 

Lucci 2 0 0 0 0.0 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Lgst Avg 

H. Weaver 43 1734 55 40.3 

PUNT RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Lest Avg 

Barney 15 108 0 26 7.2 

L. Walton 3 -8 0 0 2.7 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Jessie 23 558 0 62 24.3 

Zofko 26 616 0 49 23.7 


SYMBOLS +—Conference leader 
+t—1Tied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Landry, Greg 6-4 210 26 6 Massachusetts 
Munson, Bill 6-2 210 32 10 Utah State 


Landry and Munson can be expected to split the work. Landry runs better, 
Munson is a dropback passer. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Taylor, Altie 5-10 200 25 5 Utah State 
Owens, Steve ‘ 6-2 215 25 4 Oklahoma 
Farr, Mel } 6-2 210 28 7 UCLA 
Zofko, Mickey | 6-3 195 24 3 Auburn 
Eddy, Nick 1 Zig” 29 5 Notre Dame 
Crosswhite, Leon 6-2 215 22 1 Oklahoma 
Jauron, Dick 6-0 190 22 1 Yale 


On the surface, the Lions’ running is exceptional. But depth is lacking. Taylor 
and Owens have 1,000-yard capabilities and complement each other. Taylor 
has flashy outside speed, is an excellent blocker. Owens powers through the 
middle in short bursts. He returns from a leg injury which wrecked his "72 
season. Farr is fragile, but is a fine relief man. Zofko is tough. Eddy is 
fragile and might be dropped. Crosswhite, Jauron are rookie possibilities. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Jessie, Ron (W) 6-0 18325 3 Kansas 
Walton, Larry (W) 6-0 180 26 5 _ Arizona State 
Sanders, Charlle (T) 6-4 225) er 6 Minnesota 
McCullouch, Earl (W) 5-11 175 27 6 Southern California 
Barnes, Al (W) 6-1 170 424 3 New Mexico St. 
Hilton, John (1) 6:5 2257 cst 9 Richmond 
Brady, John (T-W) 6-3 215 (22: 1 Washington 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


A dependable outside receiver is needed to take the pressure off Sanders. 
Jessie and Walton are fair at best, capable of getting open, but both have 
dropsy tendencies. New patterns and Raymond Berry's teachings might help. 
McCullouch, with great speed, never reached his potential. Barnes is a good 
sub, Hilton and Brady fight for the second tight end spot. Brady has a good 
shot; he could be a wide receiver, too, because of his speed. PERF. QT.: 3. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Yarbrough, Jim (T) 6-5 265 26 5 Florida 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Freitas, Rockne (T) 6-6 270 «27 6 Oregon State 
Walton, Chuck (G) 6-3 255; 32 7 lowa State 
Kowalkowski, Bob (G) 6-3 240 29 8 Virginia 
Flanagan, Ed (C) 6-3 245 29 +9 Purdue 
Gallagher, Frank (G) 6-2 245 30 7 North Carolina 
Thompson, Dave (C-T) 6-4 260 24 3 Clemson 
Rasley, Rocky (G) 6-3 250 26 4 Oregon State 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


An area of strength, one of the finer pass and run blocking lines. Freitas has 
developed into an All-Pro with great strength and mobility. Yarbrough is 
improving and should soon be a tackle of stature. Walton is showing signs 
of age but still is capable. Kowalkowski, who has developed into an adequate 
guard, will be challenged by Gallagher. Flanagan is one of the top centers. 
Thompson returns from knee surgery. Rasley is scrappy. PERF. QT.: 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Mann, Errol 6-0 200 32 6 North Dakota 
Weaver, Herman 6-4 210 24 4 Tennessee 


Mann was the top percentage kicker in the NFC, reliable with fair range. 
Weaver's punting has disappointed. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Mitchell, Jim (E) 6-3 245 24 4 Virginia State 
Hand, Larry (E) 6-4 250 33 9 Appalachian State 
Price, Ernie (T) 6-4 255. 22 1 Texas A&l 
Bell, Bob (7) 6-4 250 25 3 Cincinnati 
Orvis, Herb (E-T) 6-5 240 26 2 Colorado 
Woods, Larry (T) 6-6 260 25 3 ‘Tennessee State 
Sanders, Ken (E) 6-5 pide As 2 Howard Payne 
Schmiesing, Joe (1) 6-4 245 28 6 New Mexico St. 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


Strong outside, dinky in the middle. Hand is one of the finest, albeit unsung, 
outside pass rushers. Mitchell is an angry defender who sometimes over- 
commits. The tackle spot has been a vacuum. Bell, Orvis, Price, Woods battle 
for the two starting spots. Poor tackling has been as troublesome as an inert 
pass rush. Bell, Orvis and Price are the last three No. 1 draftees. Bell lacks 
upper body strength, Price needs conditioning, Orvis Is aggressive and needs 
experience. Sanders has promise, Schmiesing is a long-shot. PERF. QT.: 4. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Naumoff, Paul (0) 6-1 215 28 ###7_ Tennessee 
Weaver, Charlie (0) §-2 218 24 #3 Southern California 
Lucci, Mike (M) 6-2 230 32 12 ~ Tennessee 
Mooney, Ed (O-M) 6-2 225 28 5 ‘Texas Tech 
Ogle, Rick (0) 6-3 230 24 2 Colorado 
Hennigan, Mike (0) 6-2 210 21 1 Tennessee Tech 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Not as good as it used to be. Lucci returns from a season-long shoulder 
injury which inhibited his ’72 play. Naumoff has had two off years in suc- 
cession after a Pro Bowl appearance. Weaver is an exceptional candidate, but 
has lots to learn as Wayne Walker’s successor. Mooney returns from knee 
surgery. So does Ogle. Hennigan, if he has any ability, could help the team. 
PERF. QT.: 4. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Barney, Lem 6-0 188 27 7 Jackson State 
Redmond, Rudy 6-1 195 26 5 Pacific 
Jenkins, Leon 5-17 “166: .23 2 West Virginia 
Thrower, Jim 6-2 195. 25 3 East Texas St. 


Barney again is the nonpareil cornerback after a couple of subpar years. 
Redmond has supplied strong coverage on the right, though he gets picked 
on because Barney is on the other side. Jenkins and Thrower battle for the 
backup job. PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Weger, Mike (S) 6-2 200 27 +7 _ Bowling Green 
Potts, Charlie (W) 6-2 210 24 2 ~~ Purdue 
Rasmussen, Wayne (W) 6-2 180 31 10 South Dakota St. 
Johnson, Levi (S) 6-3 190 22 1 Texas A&l 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


This unit follows the Lions’ trend of being weak in the middle. Weger blows 
occasional tackles and assignments. Potts is inexperienced, though promising. 
Rasmussen cannot be used regularly. Johnson, an outstanding prospect, could 
Start. PERF. QT.: 5. 
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DETROIT LIONS 


Home: Oct. 1—Atlanta; Oct. 7—Minnesota; Oct. 21—Balti- 
more; Oct. 28—Green bay; Noy. 4—San Francisco; Noy. 22 
—Washington; Dec. 9—Chicago. 


Away: Sept. 16—Pittsburgh; Sept. 23—-Green Bay; Oct. 14— 
New Orleans; Nov. 11—Minnesota; Nov. 18—Chicago; Dec. 
2—St. Louis; Dec. 15—Miami. 


National Conference e Central Division 


CHICAGO BEARS 
Prediction: Fourth 


The Bears were the team that made the T-formation 
fashionable in pro football. That was more than 30 years 
ago. Soon all the clubs were forsaking the old single wing 
or Notre Dame box to play the T. 

Now the Bears again are revolutionary in their of- 
fensive format. In theory they’ve returned to the single 
wing of a generation and a half ago. Their quarterback 
is Bobby Douglass, and he’s as much a tailback as the 
men who handled the football in the primitive era. 

That’s what Douglass is, a throwback, primeval athlete 
playing at quarterback in a time of slick ball-handlers 
and passers. Certainly, Douglass is not a throw-ahead. 
That is his problem. Passing the football. But he sure can 
tun with it... he can run with the power and agility of a 
halfback. And he does. 

Bobby Douglass last autumn came within 32 yards of 
qualifying as a 1,000-yard runner. Never before in pro 
football history has a quarterback run for 968 yards in a 
season. Douglass broke the quarterback rushing record 
by more than 400 yards. And he resents it when critics 
snipe and say he’s a super runner, but he’s not much of 
a quarterback. 

Perhaps he is miscast in the 1970s, but Coach Abe 
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Gibron loves him, Gibron has redesigned the Bears’ of- 
fense to exploit Douglass’ special ability. And Bobby has 
made the Bears offensively exciting, something they 
haven’t been since the heyday of the original T-formation 
quarterback, Sid Luckman. 

As a passer, Douglass had a woeful 37.9 per cent com- 
pletion record, But on bootlegs, option carries, plunges 
(they’re not really sneaks), he devastates the defenses. 
The Bears in 1972 were the No. 1 rushing team in the 
NFC. 

The critics—the purists—insist Douglass should be 
transferred to halfback, fullback, tight end. But Gibron 
cannot qualify as a purist. 

“Douglass is my quarterback unless or until somebody 
beats him out,” said Gibron, a bluff individual with the 
heartiest appetite in pro football. “And if that should hap- 
pen, he’ll go out and take a job away from somebody 
else at another position.” 

Gibron, too, is a throwback. 

“Forty guys who want to play football that punishes 
the opposition on offense and defense, that’s my meas- 
urement,” said Gibron. “Anybody that doesn’t want to, 
let him go someplace else, squeeze grapes and throw the 
juice at other people. I want none of that here.” 

The Bears are a truculent football team on the upgrade. 
They have Douglass gearing an offense that gained 2,360 
yards rushing last year. That figure was more than double 
their net passing yardage. They have Dick Butkus in the 
middle of a defense that would be atrocious without him. 

Certainly they’re a distance from contention in the 
NEC Central Division. They were 4—9—1 last year, But 
among their victims were Minnesota and Cleveland. 
There’s an esprit de corps now in Chicago. And after 
years of mismanagement, there seems to be some method 
to their organization. 
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“T view 1972 as a transitional year and the progress 
Abe made is encouraging,” said Papa Bear George Halas. 
“He restored discipline without bruising any egos.” 

This year the Bears had their finest draft since 1965. 
That was when they drafted Butkus, Gale Sayers and 
Dick Gordon, They added defensive end Wally Cham- 
bers on the first round. They dealt a second first-round 
choice to New England for Carl Garrett. In the second 
round, they drafted a conventional quarterback, Gary 
Huff, Defensive lineman Gary Hrivnak was a second 
choice in round No. 2. They also traded to get Craig Cot- 
ton, a strong tight end who can block and catch, Huff 
figures to be in a learning capacity this year. 

Gibron, with the emphasis on running, uses two tight 
ends more than any other team in football. 

With Douglass, Garrett and fullback Jim Harrison plus 
Joe Moore returning from the disabled list, the Bears 
have a multiplicity of running. Their receiving, with Jim 
Seymour and George Farmer wide, is below class. But it 
doesn’t matter much. Cotton helps. The offensive line, 
with sophomore Lionel Antoine ready to play a tackle, 
should improve. 

“We need a better pass rush,” said Gibron. “I want to 
see that other quarterback sacked more often.” 

Chambers will help there. Hrivnak may, too. Willie 
Holman, Bill Staley, Steve DeLong and Jim Osborne sup- 
ply competition to the rookies. 

The linebacking, mostly because of the hostile Butkus, 
is magnificent, Outside Butkus are Doug Buffone and 
Ross Brupbacher. The secondary coverage is weak with 
incumbents Charlie Ford, Joe Taylor and Jerry Moore. 
Craig Clemons could win a starting corner job and rookie 
Allan Ellis probably inherits the safety slot played by the 
departed Ron Smith. 

Kicking is taken care of adequately by Mac Percival. 
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21 = Atlanta 

13 Los Angeles 
24 =~ Detroit 

17 Green Bay 
17 Cleveland 
13 Minnesota 
27 «St. Louis 


Douglass 
Huarte 


Percival 
Douglass 
Thomas 
Harrison 
Pinder 


Douglass 
Harrison 
Shy 
Pinder 


Thomas 
Farmer 
Seymour 
Shy 


Green 


**Smith 
Clemons 


**Smith 
Turner 


1972 RECORD (4-9-1) 


37 0 Detroit 
13. 17 Green Bay 
38 21 San Francisco 
20 3 Cincinnati 
OQ 10 Minnesota 
10 21 = Philadelphia 
10} 21 Oakland 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints 
198 75 1246 85 9 12 
5 2 14 8 0 0 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs 
0 26 12 
8 0 0 
4 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst 
141 968 8 57 
167 622 2 19 
91 342 1 22 
87 300 3 19 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lest 
20 365 3 44 
14 380 2 85 
10 165 1 35 
10 109 0 28 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lest 
7 104 0 43 
4 i) 0 0 
2 52 0 35 
2 19 0 14 
2 0 0 0 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lest 
67 2758 58 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs 
26¢ 163 0 29 
2 15 0 10 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
30 924 lit 94 
16 409 0 57 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 
{—Conference leader 
+i—tied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Douglass, Bobby 6-4 225 26 #5 Kansas 
Huff, Gary 6-0 495° 122 1 ‘Florida State 
Huarte, John 6-0 185 30 7 ~=Notre Dame 


Passing is absent with Douglass playing. He nearly became the first 1,000- 
yard QB rusher. But his throws miss. Huff has promise as a passer. Huarte 
is taxi squad fodder. PERF. QT,: 5, 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Garrett, Carl Blt, 210" 25 5 _N. Mexico Highlands 
Harrison, Jim 6-4 235 24 3 = Missouri 
Shy, Don 6-1 210 27 7 San Diego St. 
Pinder, Cyril 6-2 210 26 5 iilinois 
Holmes, Robert 5-9 228" Set 6 Southern 
Kosins, Gary 6-1 215 24 2 Dayton 
Moore, Joe 6-1 205 24 2 Missouri 


Douglass figures here more than he does as a QB because the Bears are so 
run-oriented. He is strong enough to break tackles and run over people. With 
the addition of Garrett, the running becomes versatile. Garrett can fake, 
Harrison can run powerfully up the middle and Douglass can go on the 
option. Shy, Pinder and Holmes offer excellent backup depth. Kosins tries to 
hang on. Moore is promising if his knee is okay. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Seymour, Jim (W) §-4 210 27 4 Notre Dame 
Farmer, George (W) 6-4 214 «25 4 UCLA 
Cotton, Craig (T) 6-4 210; 25 5 Youngstown 
Thomas, Earl (1) 6-3 224 24 3 Houston 
Turner, Cecil (W) 5-10 176 29 6 Cal Poly 
Wallace, Bobby (W-T) 6-3 220 27 6 Texas-El Paso 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


Addition of Cotton strengthens this area, though the Bears often will use 
two tight ends, with Thomas playing to provide blocking for running, Cotton 
catches well. Farmer and Seymour are decent outside receivers but have dif- 
ficulty breaking deep. Wallace can play tight or wide and do a capable job. 
Turner has speed, but is basically a kick returner. PERF. QT.: 4. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Jackson, Randy (T) 6-5 250 29 7 ~~ ‘Florida 
Asher, Bob (T) 6-5 250 25 3 Vanderbilt f 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Holloway, Glen (G) 6-3 250 24 +4 _ North Texas St. 
Janet, Ernie (G) 6-4 250 24 2 Washington 
Coady, Rich (C) 6-3 245 28 3 Memphis State 
Antoine, Lionel (T) 6-6 2a es 2 Southern Illinois 
Buzin, Rich (T) 6-4 250 28 6 Penn State 
Creaney, Mike (C) 6-4 232 22 1 Notre Dame 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


The line, too, is assembled for the running attack rather than for pass pro- 
tection. It is nothing spectacular. Antoine, if his knee is satisfactory, will be 
a starter somewhere; he's an excellent prospect. Jackson is an old journey- 
man and Asher is a young journeyman. Holloway handles some of the best 
defensive tackles capably. Janet inherits retired Jim Cadile's job. Coady is all 
right as a center. Buzin is a depth provider. So is rookie Creaney, who also 
can play tight end. The line is thin and needs repair. PERF. QT.: 4. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Percival, Mac 6-4 220 33 7 Texas Tech 
Green, Bobby Joe 5-11 175 37 14 ~~ Fiorida 


Percival is satisfactory; he has good medium field-goal accuracy, occasional 
distance, Green is a top punter. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
DeLong, Steve (E) 6-2 254 30 9 Tennessee 
Holman, Willie (E) 6-4 250 28 6 South Carolina St. 
Staley, Bill (T) 6-3 250 26 5 Utah State 
Osborne, Jim (T) 6-3 250 23 2 Southern 
Chambers, Wally (E) 6-6 250 = 21 1 Eastern Kentucky 
Hrivnak, Gary (T) 6-5 283) 22 1 Purdue 
McGee, Tony (E) 6-4 250 24 3 Bishop 
Hale, Dave (1) 6-8 255 26 4 Ottawa 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


One reason the pass defense has been poor has been the lack of a pass 
rush. Chambers, a top draftee, could break in. Scouting reports rate him as 
outstanding. Holman is a fine rushman, also. DeLong has experience, but 
never has been spectacular. Return of Staley will help. He is canny with good 
ability on the pass rush and against the run. Osborne is an anti-run type. 
Hrivnak is another likely rookie. He needs to add weight and sirength. McGee 
is a fine backup type. Hale is a long-shot. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Buffone, Doug (0) 6-3 230 29 8 Louisville 
Brupbacher, Ross (0) 6-3 219; "125 4 Texas A&M 
Butkus, Dick (M) 6-3 245 30 3 Illinois 
Gunn, Jimmy (0) 6-1 220 24 4 Southern California 
Pifferini, Bob (0) 6-2 226 23 2 UCLA 
Rowden, Larry (M) 6-2 220 24 3 Houston 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


The defense is geared to the linebackers with Butkus the focal point. He's 
still the best of the MLBs, ferocious on the blitz, on the spot against run- 
ning and a terrorist against receivers. Buffone and Brupbacher complement 
him expertly. Buffone is strong against the run. Gunn will play as a fourth 
LB. Pifferini, Rowden give fair depth. PERF. QT.: 1. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Ford, Charlie 6-3 185 25 3 Houston 
Taylor, Joe 6-1 200 32 7 North Carolina A&T 
Clemons, Craig 5-11 187 24 2 lowa 
Jeter, Bob 6-1 200 36 11 ilowa 


Some good talent here, but it’s not outstanding. Ford, an interception ace, 
has the ability to cover most receivers. The better ones beat him, though. 
Taylor plays well—sometimes. Clemons could win a spot. Jeter lends ex- 
perience. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp 
Ellis, Allan (S-W) S11) “85s eck 1 UCLA 
Moore, Jerry (W) 6-3 208 24 3 Arkansas 
Graham, Conrad (W-S) 6-1 184 «21 1 Tennessee 
Lyle, Garry (W) 6-2 198 27 6 George Washington 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


A danger spot. Moore still has learning to do. Frosh Ellis and/or Graham 
could work in. One will take the traded Ron Smith's place. Lyle comes back 
from surgery. This is an area enemy quarterbacks will pick on. PERF. QT.: 4. 
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Ellis* 


DEFENSIVE UNIT bile 
Groham* 


A OFFENSIVE UNIT 


CHICAGO BEARS 


Home: Sept. 16—Dallas; Sept. 23—Minnesota; Oct. 21—New 
England; Oct. 28—Houston; Nov. 18—Detroit; Dec. 2—Los 
Angeles; Dec. 16—Green Bay. 


Away: Sept. 30—Denver; Oct. 7—New Orleans; Oct. 14— 
Atlanta; Nov. 4—Green Bay; Nov. 12—-Kansas City; Nov. 25 
—AMinnesota; Dec. 9—Detroit. 


National Conference e Western Division 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ers 


Prediction: First 


On any team where two capable quarterbacks compete, 
there is the hazard of divided loyalties. Especially among 
the pro football subculture of San Francisco, where John 
Brodie has been adored and vilified for nearly a genera- 
tion. Often in the same game. By the same cultists. 

These fickle denizens can now split up and choose 
quarterbacks. The rival-cohort for 38-year-old antihero 
Brodie is young, milksweet Steve Spurrier, arrived at last. 

The 49ers have won the NFC West three successive 
years. In the first two, Spurrier appeared for a not-so 
grand total of eight passes, But in the third, it was Spur- 
tier who pumped breath into the deflated 49ers through 
most of autumn. 

Steve Spurrier became a pro quarterback last year, his 
sixth in San Francisco. He had waited in anguish to prove 
himself, to play, to contribute. And in the fifth game last 
year, his waiting ended. Brodie suffered a badly damaged 
ankle late in a game San Francisco lost. Afterwards, the 
49ers were groping with a 2—3 record. 

The 49ers proceeded to go 5—2—1 over the next eight 
games behind the quarterbacking of Spurrier. Then . , . 
only then . . . did Brodie return to rally the 49ers to a 
final, title-clinching victory and regain the affections of 
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the customers. And so it was his job for the annual playoff 
game with the Cowboys. And for the third straight year 
the 49ers were eliminated. Only this time they blew a 
sizable lead. 

So the love-hate affair with Brodie flared anew. And 
it rages into the ’73 scason, when there will be pro-Brodie 
and pro-Spurrier factions . . . perhaps even on the ball 
club itself. It is common on two-quarterback teams. 

Certainly, Brodie with all his savvy, with all his ex- 
perience, with all his cunning, rates ahead of Spurrier. Yet 
Spurrier, for the first time, has an honest claim on the 
quarterbacking job—and he has his own supporters. His 
record in 1972 was absolutely scintillating. From the 
meager eight passes thrown in 1970 and 1971, Spurrier 
threw 269 in 1972. He completed 147 for 1,983 yards. 
Highteen of them were thrown for touchdowns. Spurrier 
was the fifth-ranked passer in the NFC. It was a statisti- 
cal performance John Brodie would have been proud 
of for himself. 

“Last year we proved that we have good quarterback- 
ing in depth,” said Coach Dick Nolan, who is habitually 
non-committal and non-controversial. 

The 49ers are a club of multiple talents. They were the 
most prolific club in the NFC last year with 43 touch- 
downs, 353 points. Their receiving is superb with the in- 
comparable Gene Washington at one wide spot and Ted 
Kwalick at tight end. There is a definite need for Nolan 
to find another wide receiver this year. Terry Beasley 
looms as the man for that job. If not, it could be John 
Isenbarger. The line of Len Rhode, Cas Banaszek, Woody 
Peoples, Randy Beisler and the monolithic Forrest Blue 
is so immense it has be rewarded with the tribute of a 
nickname; The Protectors. 

But in a year when running again became a strong 
ideological factor in offensive football, the 49ers had little 
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of it in 1972. Part of the reason was the injuries endured 
by Vic Washington, a flashy back, and Ken Willard, a 
power man. Neither is basically brittle, so more produc- 
tive running can be achieved. Behind them there is Larry 
Schreiber, a bursting back whose runs were vociferously 
cheered by the legion of 49ers’ quarterback critics. 

“We obviously must get more consistency from our 
running game and will concentrate on that goal,” said 
Nolan. “Running and passing balance is the ideal, of 
course.” 

Defensively, the 49ers are well-stocked, although their 
1972 accomplishments were not overly impressive except 
for the pass rush. As a pass rushing unit, the 49ers were 
superlative. Enemy quarterbacks were trod down 46 
times. Tommy Hart, an angry defensive end, made quar- 
terbacks eat the football 17 times himself. His accom- 
plices up front are again Cedrick Hardman, craggy 15- 
year pro Charlie Krueger and Earl Edwards. And there is 
depth provided by Bill Belk, Bob Hoskins and Rolf 
Krueger. 

A training camp contest at middle linebacker takes 
place between Frank Nunley and Ed Beard. Nunley is the 
favorite because of past performances. Outside, the 49ers 
have All-Pro Dave Wilcox and opportunist Skip Vander- 
bundt. In the secondary, the 49ers play the efficient 
Jimmy Johnson at left corner and the flighty Bruce Taylor 
at right corner. There could be a change made at safety. 
Mike Holmes was the No. 1 draft choice and he is a 
weak-side safety type. Nolan will scrutinize Holmes at 
cornerback, then likely install him at safety in tandem with 
Mel Phillips. Ralph McGill and Windlan Hall can create 
competition in the secondary, too. 

As a placekicker, Bruce Gossett has moments of in- 
accuracy—and sometimes he misses on the most inop- 
portune occasions. But he is generally reliable. : 
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1972 RECORD (8-6-1) 


34 San Diego 

20 Buffalo 

37. New Orleans 

7 Los Angeles 

17 New York Giants 
20 New Orleans 

49 Atlanta 

24 Green Bay 


Spurrier 
Brodie 


Gosssett 

G. Washington 
Kwalick 

V. Washington 
Willard 


V. Washington 
Schreiber 
Willard 
Thomas 


G. Washington 
V. Washington 
Kwalick 
Schreiber 


Johnson 
Wilcox 
Vanderbundt 
Simpson 
Taylor 


McCann 


McGill 
Taylor * 


V. Washington 
McGill 


3 24 Baltimore 
27 + 33 Chicago 
2 31 Dallas 
31 16 Los Angeles 
23 «20 Atlanta 
20 20 Minnesota 
14 28 Dallas [Playoff] 
34 
PASSING 
Comps YDs 
147 1983 81 18 
70 905 53 9 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
4lt 18 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
468 3 33 
420 2 20 
345 4 23 
250 1 22 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
918 12t 62 
393 1 33 
751 9 81 
283 1 64 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
18 0 15 
12 0 9 
58 2t 37 
32 1 32 
4 0 2 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
2542 63 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
219 0 33 
145 0 41 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
771 lit 9Bt 
192 0 30 


SYMBOLS }{—Conference leader 
t+t—tTied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Brodie, John 6-2 206 38 17 ~ Stanford 
Spurrier, Steve 6-2 204 28 7 ~~ «~Filorida 
Reed, Joe 6-1 195 25 2 Mississippi State 


Brodie can still win and supply a lift when it’s most urgent. Spurrier has 
proved to all, himself included, he can play and win often. Both are fine 
passers, Reed taxies. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Washington, Vic 5-11 197 26 3 Wyoming 
Willard, Ken 6-1 219 30 9 North Carolina 
Schreiber, Larry 6-0 210 25 3 Tennessee Tech 
Thomas, Jimmy 6-2 214 26 5 Texas-Arlington 
Tucker, Bill 6-2 219 29 6 Tennessee State 
Cunningham, Doug 5-11 200 28 7 Mississippi 
Jones, Greg 6-1 205 25 3 UCLA 


Despite a load of star types, the running has not been blended well into the 
overall attack. Production was off from all the players last year. Washington 
is a top speedster, but lacks power. He’s a good receiver. Schreiber figures to 
battle Willard for a starting spot. Schreiber is flashy, Willard has had some 
injury problems. Thomas, Tucker, Cunningham and Jones battle for the 
remaining two spots. Cunningham returns after injuries, PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Washington, Gene (W) 6-2 185 26 5 Stanford 
Beasley, Terry (W) 5-10 184 22 2 Auburn 
Kwalick, Ted (1) 6-4 226 26 5 ‘Penn State 
Isenbarger, John (W) 6-3 196 26 4 Indiana 
Dunbar, Jubilee (W) 6-0 196 24 1 Southern 
Witcher, Dick (T) 6-3 204 28 8 UCLA 

(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


There is not a better wide receiver than Washington, no better tight end 
receiver than Kwalick, though other tight ends are more versatile. Washington 
can go short or deep. Kwalick can make the super catch. Vic Washington and 
Schreiber catch a lot of passes, too. Beasley has excellent possibilities. Isen- 
barger and Witcher are possible starters. Dunbar is a prospect. PERF. QT.: 1, 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Rhode, Len (T) 6-4 247 35 14 ~ Utah State 
Banaszek, Cas (T) 6-3 254 27 6 Northwestern 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Beisler, Randy (G) 6-5 261 28 8 = Indiana 

Peoples, Woody (G) 6-2 252: <30 6 Grambling 

Blue, Forrest (C) 6-5 261 28 6 Auburn 

Watson, John (T-C) 6-4 249 «24 3 Oklahoma 
Collett, Elmer (G) 6-5 244 «28 7 San Francisco St. 
Barrett, Jean (T) 6-6 dint Rout 1 Tulsa 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


A solid unit that supplies excellent pass protection. Star of the group is Blue, 
a glant who is about the best center in football now. Banaszek is an out- 
standing tackle, particularly on pass protection. Rhode has been around, a 
savvy, capable performer. Beisler has developed well. Peoples is a strong 
blocker with knowledge. 49ers have excellent line depth with the promising 
Watson, the veteran Collett and the impressive Barrett, who could become 
ouistanding with experience. PERF. QT.: 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Gossett, Bruce 6-1 204 31 10 ~~ Richmond 
McCann, Jim 6-3 166 24 3 Arizona State 


Gossett has adequate range, a strong leg, but is careless at times. McCann 
must improve his punting average. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 

Hart, Tommy (E) 6-4 245 28 6 Morris Brown 
Hardman, Cedrick (E) 6-4 255 24 4 North Texas St. 
Krueger, Charlie (T) 6-4 255 36 15 Texas A&M 
Edwards, Earl (1) 6-7 260 27 5 Wichita State 
Belk, Bill (E) 6-4 256 27 6 Maryland State 
Krueger, Rolf (E-T) 6-4 253 «25 5 Texas A&M 
Hoskins, Bob (T) 6-3 251 28 4 Wichita State 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


This is the top quartet in the NFL in trapping the passer, a mark of dis- 
tinction. But the 49ers can be run against. Hart, who has developed into an 
astonishing pass rusher, got the quarterback 17 times himself last year. 
Hardman has superstar quality as a rushman. Charlie Krueger has some age, 
but he knows how to handle the job. Edwards is a giant with ability. Reserves 
Rolf Krueger, Hoskins and Belk are fine. PERF. QT.: 2. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Wilcox, Dave (0) 6-3 241 30 9 Oregon 
Vanderbundt, Skip (0) 6-3 225 26 5 Oregon State 
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LINEBACKERS (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Nunley, Frank (M) 6-2 229 (27 7 = Michigan 

Beard, Ed (M) 6-2 216 33 9 Tennessee 
Huff, Marty (0) 6-2 234 24 +$=‘(2 ° Michigan 

Harper, Willie (0) 62— 205 23 1 Nebraska 

Sniadecki, Jim (0) 6-2 230 26 5 Indiana 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Wilcox defends well against passes, plays the run okay, but his performances 
are not up to his press clippings. Vanderbundt has the knack of making a big 
play, then gets blocked out on others. Nunley is a decent middle linebacker, 
coming back off injury. Beard, a top replacement, is capable of starting. Huff, 
who needs to learn, could do the job as a pro. Harper is aggressive and 
promising, but lacks size. Sniadecki is a backup type. PERF. QT.; 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Johnson, Jimmy 6-2 87) *35: -13: UCLA 
Taylor, Bruce 6-0 193 25 4 Boston University 
McGill, Ralph 5-11 183 23 2. Tulsa 
Hall, Windian 5-11 178. 23 2 Arizona State 


Johnson is an outstanding cornerback, close to the best and guttiest in foot- 
ball. Taylor was an outstanding rookie, then has disappointed, His job could 
be in danger if McGill comes through. Hall also has a shot at corner or 
safety. There's some depth here. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Phillips, Mel (S) 6-2 198. 31 8 North Carolina A&T 
Simpson, Mike (W) 5-9 170 =26 4 Houston 
Holmes, Mike (W-S) 6-1 180 22 1 ‘Texas Southern 
Fuller, Johnny (W-S) 6-0 186 27 6 Lamar 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Rookie Holmes has a shot at breaking in on the weak-side, although Simpson 
did an adequate job in his first starting season. Phillips is an average strong- 
side safety. Fuller is a journeyman who won't affect the level of the unit when 
playing. PERF. QT.: 4. 
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Fuller 
Hotnes® 
Simpson 


RR DEFENSIVE UNIT 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


Home: Sept. 30—Los Angeles; Oct. 14—-Minnesota; Oct. 21 
—New Orleans; Oct. 28—Atlanta; Nov. 26—Green Bay; Dec. 
2—Philadelphia; Dec. 15—Pittsburgh. 


Away: Sept. 16—Miami; Sept. 23—Denver; Oct. 7—Atlanta; 
Nov. 4—Detroit; Nov. 11—Washington; Nov. 18—Los 
Angeles; Dec. 9—New Orleans. 


National Conference e Western Division 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


Prediction: Second 


In the land of make-believe, Chuck Knox, hired to 
galvanize the Rams, follows in an aristocratic lineage. 

The same goes for John Hadl, brought in to juice up 
the Ram’s offense. 

A new coach and a new quarterback herald a new 
period in history for the Rams, Last year there was a 
new owner, Carroll Rosenbloom, who traded the fran- 
chise rights to the sagging Colts even up for the owner- 
ship of the dormant Rams. 

Knox, passed over by the Lions, is Rosenbloom’s new- 
est coaching selectee. He replaces briefcase-toting Tommy 
Prothro. There is the heritage of nobility confronting 
Knox. The previous three coaches hired by Rosenbloom 
in Baltimore were Weeb Ewbank, Don Shula and Don 
McCafferty. History reveals that all three men were to 
become head coaches of Super Bowl winners. It might 
be trivia to mention that two of the three—Ewbank and 
Shula—won the Super Bowl after leaving Rosenbloom’s 
employ. Regardless, Rosenbloom is an astute judge of 
coaching potential. And his selection of the erudite Knox 
must be hailed as a coup. 

Rosenbloom’s touch with quarterbacks isn’t unlucky, 
either . . . Johnny Unitas and Earl Morrall in Baltimore. 
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And now Had is replacing the departed Roman Gabriel, 
who was traded to the Eagles for two players and three 
future high draft choices. 

“Fadl is one of the top quarterbacks in pro football,” 
said Knox. “I think he’s a winner. He can move an of- 
fensive team. He can put points on the board.” 

These are qualities Gabriel lacked in the 6—7—1 season 
of 1972 . . . although he fit all of them in years before. 

“T like to do whatever we have to do to win,’ Knox 
said. “If we’re behind 14—0, well, to me that’s just two 
plays if you have RBI football players.” 

Had sulked in San Diego because the Chargers were 
using a bunt-type offense when he wanted to try for the 
long ball. 

To get Hadl, the Rams had to weaken themselves in 
two areas. They gave up Coy Bacon, their best pass 
rushing defensive lineman. They gave up Bob Thomas, a 
power runner whose departure left them short in the back- 
field. A second trade cost the Rams Willie Ellison, fur- 
ther depleting the running corps. 

Remaining are Jim Bertelsen and Larry Smith as 
starters backed by Les Josephson and Tony Baker, ac- 
quired from the Eagles with All-Pro wide receiver Har- 
old Jackson as down-payment for Gabriel. 

Hadl loves to sling the football—and his receiver 
situation improved with the arrival of Jackson, last sea- 
son’s NFL receiving leader. Jack Snow was an incumbent 
and so was Lance Rentzel, whose status is questionable. 
Dick Gordon worked himself to the Rams in the middle 
of last season. He should thrive in L.A.; it’s his kind of 
town, Gordon is a former receiving champion with ex- 
cellent abilities. Bob Klein remains the tight end. 

Knox built magnificent blocking lines as an assistant 
with the Jets and Lions. That is his forte, and he has no 
worries in Los Angeles. Charlie Cowan, Harry Schuh, 
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Tom Mack, Joe Scibelli and Ken Iman comprise a 
superior blocking line. 

“The four teams that made it to the conference finals 
last year were fine defensive teams,” said Knox. “If you 
have a fine defensive team you will have a chance to win 
every game because your defense will keep you within 
tange of your goal.” 

Some quick repair work is necessary on the Rams’ 
defense. 

The line has yielded Bacon and Deacon Jones to the 
Chargers in the last two years. Jack Youngblood, a young 
player of promise, and Fred Dryer, an erratic athlete 
with his own life style, are the defensive ends now. Inside, 
Merlin Olsen remains as the sole survivor of the Fear- 
some Foursome, Merlin plays as well as ever. Young 
Larry Brooks, now a second-year man, plays next to 
Merlin. Phil Olsen, Merlin’s kid brother, lost his job to 
Brooks last year. 

The linebacking must be patched up. Bob Stein, ac- 
quired from Kansas City in the deal for Ellison, will help. 
Holdovers are Isiah Robertson, who seeks to regain his 
rookie abilities, Marlin McKeever and Ken Geddes. The 
knee-weak McKeever is challenged in the middle by Jack 
Reynolds. 

The secondary too is in a state of flux. Dave Elmen- 
dorf and Jim Nettles are an outstanding tandem of safety- 
men, But Nettles might be moved to cornerback and 
replaced by veteran Jerry Logan, ex of the Colts. Gene 
Howard and Al Clark played outside last year. 

David Ray has been a dependable placekicker, and 
Dave Chapple led the NFC in punting last season with 
a 44,.2-yard per-kick average. 

Knox is an able man, capable of fulfilling the ambitious 
burdens placed on him by his heritage. But it is an im- 
possible dream this year, 
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1972 RECORD (6-7-1) 


34 New Orleans 
13 Chicago 

3 “Atlanta 

31 San Francisco 
34 Philadelphia 


15 Cincinnati 
17 Oakland 
Atts 
**Gabriel 323 
**Beathard 48 
TDs 
Ray 0 
Bertelsen 6 
**Ellison 6 
Snow 4 
Atts 
**Ellison 170 
Bertelsen 123 
**Thomas 77 
Smith 60 
Recs 
Snow 30 
Bertelsen 29 
Klein 29 
Rentzel 27 
Ints 
Nettles 6 
Elmendorf 3 
Howard 3 
McKeever 2 
Punts 
Chapple 53 
Rets 
Bertelsen 16 
Love 10 
Rets 
**Ellison 14 
**Thomas 8 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 


14 20 Atlanta 
13. 10 =~ Denver 
31 41 Minnesota 
7 16 New Orleans 
3 26 San Francisco 
12 «#14 «St. Louis 
45 17 Detroit 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lest TDs Ints 
165 2027 57 12 15 
19 255 33 1 7 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
31 24 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Last 
764 5 37 
581 5 42 
433 3 49 
276 2 68t 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
590 4 57 
331 1 22 
330 1 26 
365 1 40 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
168f 0 43 
29 0 15 
26 1 24 
8 0 8 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
2344 70 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lest 
232t 0 60 
39 0 10 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lest 
345 0 32 
212 0 43 


t—Conference leader 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wi Age Exp College 
Hadi, John 6-1 214 33 12 ~© Kansas 
Harris, Jim §-4 210 26 4 Grambling 
Jaworski, Ron 6-2 185 22 1 Youngstown 


Veteran Hadl, happy with his new club, supplies quick-throw dimension the 
Rams lacked. The offense should be explosive. Harris and Jaworski compete 
for reserve duty. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Bertelsen, Jim 5-11 205 23 2 Texas 
Smith, Larry 6-3 220 25 5 ‘Florida 
Josephson, Les 6-1 207 31 9 Augustana 
Baker, Tony 5-11 229 28 6 —_lowa State 
McCutcheon, Larry 6-1 205 23 2 Colorado State 
Jones, Steve 6-0 200 22 1 Duke 


Available men comprise a strong unit, but there is a depth shortage that the 
acquisition of Baker from the Eagles does not entirely alleviate. Bertelsen 
showed power and flashes as a rookie. He’s an excellent receiver, too. Smith, 
injury prone, has savvy. Josephson could be slowing. McCutcheon, Jones are 
promising. PERF. QT.; 4. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Snow, Jack (W) 6-2 190 30 9 Notre Dame 
Jackson, Harold (W) 5-10 175 27 6 Jackson State 
Klein, Bob (1) 6-5 235 26 5 Southern California 
Gordon, Dick (W) 5-11 190 29 9 Michigan State 
Rentzel, Lance (W) 6-2 202 29 9 Oklahoma 
Sweet, Joe (W) 6-2 196 25 2 Tennessee State 
Curran, Pat (T) 6-3 238 «27 5 Lakeland 
Caldwell, Jason (W) 6-1 192" 321 1 iN. Carolina Central 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


The arrival of Jackson helps this unit immeasurably. Snow can be dangerous 
deep, but he never has fulfilled his potential. Rentzel has continuing prob- 
lems. Much depends on how Gordon does after a full training camp. He can 
be one of the best when he chooses. Sweet has possibilities. Klein, one of 
the finer blocking tight ends, is average as a receiver. Curran, used on spe- 
cial teams and two tight end situations, hustles. Caldwell has promise. PERF. 
OTs25 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Cowan, Charlie (T) 6-4 265 35 13 #N. Mexico Highlands 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Schuh, Harry (1) 6-3 260 30 9 Memphis State 
Mack, Tom (G) 6-3 250 29 8 Michigan 

Scibelli, Joe (G) 6-0 255 34 13 + # Notre Dame 

Iman, Ken (C) 6-1 240 34 13 Southeast Missouri 
Williams, John (G-T) 6-3 256 27 #6 Minnesota 
LaHood, Mike (G) 6-3 250 28 #5 Wyoming 

Saul, Rich (C-G) 6-3 23518 seu 4 Michigan State 
Stokes, Tim (1) 6-5 252 23 1 Oregon 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Rams’ passers habitually get excellent protection. Plenty of experience on 
this unit, but perhaps too much age with thirtyish and over performers. Good 
teamwork. Cowan is an outstanding pass blocker, Schuh is all right but could 
be challenged by Williams. Mack and Scibelli lead sweeps with alacrity, pass 
block expertly. There is no better pair of guards in the conference. Iman does 
the job without fanfare. Depth is fine. LaHood has been through all the trials. 
Saul is aggressive, Stokes is not likely to stick. PERF. QT.: 2, 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Ray, David 6-0 195 28 5 Alabama 
Chapple, Dave 6-1 180 26 3 Cal-Santa Barbara 


Ray is a reliable medium-range kicker. Chapple was the best punter in the 
NFC fast year, PERF. QT.: 2. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN HE Wt Age Exp College 
Youngblood, Jack (E) 6-4 250 23 3 ‘Florida 
Dryer, Fred (E) 6-6 240 27 5 San Diego St. 
Olsen, Merlin (T) 6-5 270 32 12 ~ Utah State 
Brooks, Larry (T) 6-3 255 23 2 Virginia State 
Olsen, Phil (T) 6-5 265 25 3 Utah State 
Nelson, Bill (T) 6-7 270 «25 3 Oregon State 
Jones, Cody (E) 6-5 240 22 1 San Jose St. 
Peterson, Jim (E) 6-5 240 23 1 San Jose St. 


(E)—End (1) —Tackle 


This unit Is three-quarters made over from old Fearsome Foursome days. Coy 
Bacon will be missed, replaced by the erratic Dryer. Bacon's departure takes 
away from the pass rush. Youngblood could become outstanding this year. 
Merlin Olsen is the only retainee from the Fearsome Foursome and remains a 
superior DT. Brooks was a surprise usurper of the other tackle job from 
Phil Olsen, who provides excellent depth. Nelson has talent, but not enough 
to play regularly here. Jones, Peterson are unknown. PERF. QT.: 3. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ALL-STARS 


A 8 


QUARTERBACK 
Bill Kilmer 
Washington Redskins 


NFC ALL-STARS/OFFENSE 


RUNNING BACK 
John Brockington 
Green Bay Packers 


RUNNING BACK 
Ron Johnson 
New York Giants 


NFC ALL-STARS/OFFENSE 


WIDE RECEIVER 
Gene Washington 
San Francisco 49ers 


WIDE RECEIVER 
Harold Jackson 
Los Angeles Rams 


NFC ALL-STARS/OFFENSE 


TIGHT END 
Bob Tucker 
New York Giants 


>, CENTER 
=» Len Hauss 
Washington Redskins 


TACKLE & 
Rayfield Wright | 
Dallas Cowboys iz 


Be 


TACKLE 
George Kunz 


NFC ALL-STARS/OFFENSE 


GUARD 
Tom Mack 
Los Angeles Rams 


GUARD 
John Niland 
Dallas Cowboys 


PLACEKICKER 
Chester Marcol 
Green Bay Packers 


PUNTER 
Tom Blanchard 
New York Giants 


NFC ALL-STARS/DEFENSE 


END €é 
Claude Humphrey Be 
Atlanta Falcons 


Pe s 
< me 
Pa ~ 
c~ 
» a: ae 
— » st Bs, Jack Gregory 


= New York Giants 


TACKLE 
Diron Talbert 
Washington Redskins 


TACKLE 
Alan Page 
Minnesota Vikings 


NFC ALL-STARS/DEFENSE 


STRONG-SIDE LINEBACKER 
Dave Wilcox 
San Francisco 49ers 


fs aod EN 
jc eR LEP 


a 


WEAK-SIDE LINEBACKER 
Chris Hanburger 
Washington Redskins 


NFC ALL-STARS/DEFENSE 


MIDDLE LINEBACKER 
Dick Butkus 
Chicago Bears 


CORNERBACK 
Jimmy Johnson 
San Francisco 49ers 


CORNERBACK 
Mel Renfro 
Dallas Cowboys 


NFC ALL-STARS/DEFENSE 


STRONG-SIDE SAFETY 

Cornell Green FREE SAFETY 

Dallas Cowboys Bill Bradley 
Philadelphia Eagles 


ae 


Ae Wee 


PREDICTION: SECOND 89 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Geddes, Ken (0) 6-3 235 25 $3 Nebraska 
Robertson, Isiah (0) 6-3 225 24 3 Southern 
McKeever, Marlin (M) 6-1 235 33 13 Southern California 
Stein, Bob (0) 6-3 aa" 325 5 Minnesota 
Reynolds, Jack (M) 6-1 232 25 jj.4 _ Tennessee 


Youngblood, Jim (M-0) 6-3 239. 123 1 Tennessee Tech 
(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


A potential trouble area with McKeever nursing crippled knees. Reynolds, with 
ability but lacking experience, could be the MLB. Robertson is an outstanding 
backer returning from a disappointing season. Geddes is a hitter without 
much experience. Stein could become a starter after his four-year training 
program with the tinebacker-strong Chiefs. Youngblood is an excellent pros- 
pect. PERF, QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Clark, Al 6-0 185 25 3 Eastern Michigan 
Howard, Gene 6-0 200 26 6 Langston 
Howard, Leroy 5-11 168 24 2 Bishop 
McMillan, Eddie 6-0 180 9=—21 1 ‘Florida State 


Gene Howard is one of the best pass defenders, but the rest of the secondary 
allowed too many TD passes. Clark is impulsive, makes mistakes. Leroy 
Howard, McMillan might help. Or Jim Nettles could be returned to corner 
from safety. PERF. QT.: 4. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Logan, Jerry (S) 6-1 190 32 11 West Texas St 
Elmendorf, Dave (W) 6-1 195 24 3 Texas A&M 
Nettles, Jim (W) 5-10 —A77,- 3% 9 Wisconsin 
Bryant, Cullen (S) 6-1 210 22 1 Colorado 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Addition of savvy vet Logan could enable Nettles to move to corner, Elmen- 
dori back to free safety. This would be an improvement in the entire second= 
ary. Bryant is a top safety or cornerback prospect. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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RR DEFENSIVE UNIT 


Mettles 
MecMillan® 
G. Howard 

B 


q Jim Yoongbtood® 
Robertson 
LB 


P. Olsen Nelson Potetson® 
Brooks WM, Olsen Sack Yoenghlood 
7. E 


Fi 


Cowan Mack | 


Scibelll Schuh Kicin 
Stokes* La Hood 


ol Willems Curran 


Ao A 


Bertelsen Smith 
McCutcheon 
jana ipo 


AO 
PARAS 


KR OFFENSIVE UNIT 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


Home: Sept. 23—Atlanta; Oct. 14—Dallas; Oct. 21—Green 
Bay; Noy. 11—New Orleans; Nov. 18—San Francisco; Dec. 
10—New York Giants; Dec. 16—Cleveland. 


Away: Sept. 16—Kansas City; Sept. 30—San Francisco; Oct. 
7—Houston; Oct. 28—Minnesota; Nov. 4—Atlanta; Noy. 25 
—New Orleans; Dec. 2—Chicago. 


National Conference e Western Division 


ATLANTA FALCONS 
Prediction: Third 


Norm Van Brocklin is hot-tempered and volatile. 
When piqued, he acts spontaneously; sometimes he rues 
his action later. 

All of which heightens the intrigue surrounding Van 
Brocklin’s cashiering of the quarterback responsible for 
helping turn the Falcons into genuine title contenders. A 
title is something Van Brocklin never has won in 11 years 
as a head coach. 

Bob Berry, the quarterback, has matured and devel- 
oped to the point where he could be the leader of the 
winning offense. Certainly, he had drawbacks—his phy- 
sical stature, his short-range arm. But he was a quarter- 
back Van Brocklin had personally tutored to competence. 

Then Van Brocklin traded Berry away in a deal stacked 
lopsidedly against the Falcons. He returned Berry to 
limbo in Minnesota to sit behind Fran Tarkenton. In ex- 
change, the Falcons received Lonnie Warwick, a knee- 
ravaged middle linebacker, and Bob Lee, a probable 
second-string quarterback whose strongest ability is punt- 
ing. Making the deal stranger was the No. 1 draft choice 
Van Brocklin gave the Vikings in addition to his No. 1 
quarterback. 

The deal was not made in an instant of rash, irrational, 
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volatile, spontaneous behavior by Van Brocklin. It was 
cool and calculated . . . which is why it was so intriguing. 
It appeared to be self-sabotage. 

But Van Brocklin’s rationale was that he must now 
play raw, second-year Pat Sullivan at quarterback. The 
Dutchman has been praising Sullivan to the heavens ever 
since the end of last season. As an old quarterback great 
himself, Van Brocklin is recognized as an astute judge of 
quarterbacking material. 

“The big question mark on our football club is at the 
quarterback position,” Van Brocklin said while contem- 
plating the advisability of purging himself of Berry and 
gambling with Sullivan. 

“There’s only one honest way you can grade a quarter- 
back. Since the Falcons have progressed past the ex- 
pansion stage, the only way to judge a quarterback is by 
asking: Can he win the championship or can he not? And 
his won-lost record is the yardstick.” 

At that point, Van Brocklin obviously made up his 
mind. Berry was 7—7 last year, despite a 55.6 per cent 
completion record and a No. 4 ranking among all pro 
quarterbacks. Sullivan, Van Brocklin maintained, has a 
background as a winner at Auburn. 

“We need improvement in our passing game other than 
completion records,” said the Dutchman. “We need bet- 
ter yardage yield after the catch by our receivers... 

“We feel we had to make a change at the quarterback 
position.” 

Even before the summary discharge of Berry, Van 
Brocklin talked glowingly of Sullivan. He planned all 
along to give Sullivan a shot at the No. 1 job. Getting rid 
of Berry made it easier . . . and mandatory, 

The question is whether Sullivan can be made ready 
now. Last year as a rookie, he threw 19 passes and could 
complete only three. But Van Brocklin blames time 
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spent with the College All-Stars for depriving Sullivan 
of a chance to learn the professional game as a rookie, 

Behind Sullivan will be Lee, who sometimes started 
two years ago in a season of quarterback frustration at 
Minnesota, It does not appear to be a strong situation, 
and the Falcons, instead of striving for their first title, 
likely will be trying for the .500 level. 

The offense still has some potency. Running, the Fal- 
cons have a dynamic duo in Dave Hampton, a 995-yard 
gainer, and Art Malone, a 798-yard gainer. The receiving 
is decent enough with Ken Burrow and Wes Chesson 
starting wide and Jim Mitchell playing masterfully at 
tight end. 

The line, anchored by George Kunz and Jeff Van 
Note, has gotten better. 

Van Brocklin made another major deal for the defen- 
sive line—and the Falcons should have a formidable pass 
tush. The acquisition was hulking Mike Tilleman, who 
cost the 1973 No. 1 draft choice. He fits in with ends 
Claude Humphrey and John Zook, excellent outside 
rushers. Teaming with Tilleman at tackle likely will be 
Mike Lewis, Glen Condren or second draft choice Greg 
Marx. 

The linebacking is relatively good. Tommy Nobis is 
entrenched in the middle. So Warwick either will be a 
mere backup on his damaged pins or will move to an out- 
side spot. Don Hansen has the left linebacker spot 
clinched. Greg Brezina is the incumbent on the right side. 

The secondary is able with Ken Reaves and Tom Hayes 
better than ordinary cornerbacks, Clarence Ellis and Ray 
Brown are young and improving safeties. 

Bill Bell is the returning placekicker—and he faces a 
stiff challenge for his job. Van Brocklin was unhappy with 
Bell’s close-in accuracy—only three of six successes in- 
side the 20 last year. 


Chicago 

New England 
Los Angeles 
Detroit 

New Orleans 
Green Bay 
San Francisco 


**Berry 
Sullivan 


Bell 
Malone 
Hampton 
Burrow 


Hampton 
Malone 
Profit 

** Berry 


Malone 
Burrow 
Mitchell 
Hampton 


Hayes 
Nobis 
Reaves 


Ellis 


James 


Belton 
Brown 


Hampton 
Belton 


SYMBOL **—Traded 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


1972 RECORD (7-7) 


21 7 Los Angeles 20 
21 36 New Orleans 20 
3 13 Washington 24 
26 23 Denver 20 
14 20 Houston 10 
9 0 San Francisco 20 
49 14 Kansas City 7 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lest TDs Ints Pct 
154 2158 57 13 12 55.6 
3 44 18 0 3 15.8 
SCORING 
PATs FGs Total 
31 16 79 
0 0 60 
i} 0 42 
0 0 30 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
995 6 56 4.3 
798 8 27 4.4 
132 0 4 3.3 
86 2 16 3.6 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
585 2 57 11.7 
492 5 40 17.0 
470 4 40 16.8 
244 1 43 10.6 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
10 0 8 2.0 
74 1 37 24.7 
59 0 28 19.7 
13 0 13 4.3 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst Avg 
2609 59 42.8 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
110 0 34 6.5 
71 0 29 8.9 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
535 0 52 21.4 
441 0 4l 21.0 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Sullivan, Pat 6-0 198 23 2 Auburn 
Lee, Bob 6-2 195 28 5 Pacific 
Shiner, Dick 6-0 201 31 410 += # Maryland 


The trade of Bob Berry for Lee of Minnesota was a shocker. The job and 
Atlanta's title hopes ride with Sullivan, three for 19 as a rookie. Lee is a 
backup type. Shiner goes back to the taxi squad. PERF. QT.: 4, 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Malone, Art Sl 211 25 4 Arizona State 
Hampton, Dave 6-0 210 26 5 Wyoming 
Profit, Joe 6-0 213 24 3 Northeast Louisiana 
Belton, Willie 5-17, 207° 24 3 Maryland State 
Ray, Eddie 6-2 240 26 4 Louisiana State 
Ferguson, Rufus 5-5 200 22 1 Wisconsin 
Wages, Harmon 6-1 215 F 27 5 Florida 


This solid running corps features Hampton and Malone. Both have speed and 
power and can catch the ball. They synchronize brilliantly and both are high 
yardage men. Profit fits in well behind the two starters to supply the neces- 
sary depth. Belton is a spot man and a kick return threat. Ray and Wages, 
who has had injury problems, offer power in reserve, Ferguson is a gamble, 
This backfield is fumble-prone, its only drawback. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Burrow, Ken (W) 6-0 191 25 3 San Diego St. 
Chesson, Wes (W) 6-2 195 24 3 Duke 
Mitchell, Jim (T) 6-1 234 25 5 Prairie View 
Jarvis, Ray (W) 6-0 200 24 3 Norfolk State 
Snyder, Todd (W) 6-2 192 24 4 Ohio 
Dodd, Al (W) 6-0 185 «28 4 Northwest Louisiana 
Mialik, Larry (1) 6-2 226 «623 2 Wisconsin 
Geredine, Tom (W) 6-2 195) (23 1 Northeast Missouri 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


Burrow is regarded as a top end; he goes deep and he blocks tough. Chesson 
is a foil on the opposite side, a steady, reliable catcher. Mitchell goes with 
the best tight ends, a strong runner after the catch and a durable blocker. 
Depth is needed and it is supplied by Jarvis and Snyder, who have some ex- 
perience, and promising rookie Geredine. Dodd, from New Orleans, comes 
back from a season-long injury. Falcons like to use their backs in pass pat- 
terns. Mialik is the second TE. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Sandeman, Bill (T) 6-6 252 30 8 Pacific 
Kunz, George (T) 6-5 257 26 5 Notre Dame 
Havig, Dennis (G) 6-2 245 24 2 Colorado 
Maurer, Andy (G) 6-3 265 24 4 Oregon 
Van Note, Jeff (C) 6-2 243 (27 5 Kentucky 
Miller, Jim (G) 6-3 240 24 3  lowa 
Gotshalk, Len (T) 6-4 244 23 2 Humboldt State 
Fritsch, Ted (C) 6-2 239 23 2 St. Norbert 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


The offense will be superb once the line is built to satisfaction. It has been 
an annual rebuilding area. Kunz is an All-Star at one tackle, a strong man on 
pass protection and the run. But the QBs often are beleaguered because of 
gaps elsewhere. Sandeman is an okay tackle, Havig and Maurer are fair 
guards, Van Note is a better-than-average center. Development of Havig is a 
key to title aspirations. The quest is for depth and that is supplied by 
Miller, Gotshalk and Fritsch. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Bell, Bill 6-0 192 25 3 Kansas 
James, John 6-3 197 24 2 ‘Florida 


A search is on to find a kicker. Bell has field-goal trouble close-in. James is 
a fine punter. PERF. QT.: 4. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Humphrey, Claude (E) 6-4 252 29 6 — Tennessee State 
Zook, John (E) 6-4 243° «25 5 Kansas 
Tilleman, Mike (T) 6-7 272 «629 7 Montana 
Lewis, Mike (1) 6-4 244 24 3 Arkansas AM&N 
Condren, Glen (1) 6-3 250! a8 8 Oklahoma 
Small, John (T) 6-4 269 26 4 Citadel 
Marx, Greg (T) 6-4 260 23 1 Notre Dame 
Walker, Chuck (E-T) 6-3 250 32 10 Duke 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


The between-seasons emphasis was on strengthening the pass rush—and 
the acquisition of Tilleman was a coup. The Falcons needed help in the mid- 
dle. The outside rush from Humphrey and Zook already was excellent. 
Humphrey is a top star, Zook should receive similar acclaim. Joining the 
club with the gigantic Tilleman is Marx, who could break in as a rookie. 
Otherwise, Lewis will do an adequate job. Condren and Small provide compe- 
tition and depth. Walker battles to stick. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hansen, Don (0-M) 6-2 235 29 7 ~~ Illinois 
Brezina, Greg (0) 6-0 226 27 5 Houston 
Nobis, Tommy (M) 6-2 240 29 8 Texas 
Jenke, Noel (0) 6-2 221 26 3 Minnesota 
Warwick, Lonnie (M) 6-3 238 31 8 Tennessee Tech 
Roussel, Tom (0) 6-3 235 8628 6 So. Mississippi 
Benson, Duane (0) 6-2 215 28 7 Hamline 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


So long as injuries can be avoided, the linebacking will stand up and do a 
superior job. Nobis is one of the finest middle linebackers, strong against 
the run and pass. He has the leadership. Hansen, too, is strong as an out- 
side backer. Brezina does an adequate job. The acquisition of Warwick, if his 
knees hold up, upgrades the reserve corps. Roussel started for the Saints In 
1972, but that’s not saying much. Jenke and Benson are adequate backups. 
PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Reaves, Ken 6-3 210 «28 8 Norfolk State 
Hayes, Tom 6-1 199 27 3 San Diego St. 
Buelow, Byron 6-0 192 22 1 Wisconsin-LaCrosse 


Pass coverage Is very good, with Reaves a quality performer and Hayes 
rapidly developing. Improvement is needed in tackling on outside runs. 
Depth is short. PERF. QT.: 3. 


“SAFETIES 


Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Brown, Ray (S) 6-1 208 24 3 West Texas St. 
Ellis, Clarence (W) 5-11 193 23 2 Notre Dame 
Plummer, Tony (W-S) 5-11 188 26 4 Pacific 
Germany, Willie (S-W) 6-0 192 25 2 Morgan State 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “‘Free”’ Safety 


Safeties, too, have to improve against the run. Pass defense is fine. Ellis and 
Brown are young and learning fast. Ellis is Potentially excellent. Plummer is 
adept at filling in; he could even start. Germany is marginal. PERF. OT.: 3. 
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R DEFENSIVE UNIT 


a OFFENSIVE UNIT 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


Home: Oct. 7—San Francisco; Oct. 14—-Chicago; Nov. 4—Los 
Angeles; Nov. 19—Minnesota; Dec. 2—Buffalo; Dec. 9—St. 
Louis; Dec. 16—New Orleans. 


Away: Sept. 16—New Orleans; Sept. 23—-Los Angeles; Oct. 
1—Detroit; Oct. 21—San Diego; Oct. 28—San Francisco; 
Noy. 11—Philadelphia; Nov. 25—-New York Jets. 


National Conference e Western Division 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
Prediction: Fourth 


They’ve tried every method in creation to assemble a 
competitive pro football team in New Orleans—hiring 
worn stars disgruntled with their roles on other clubs, the 
draft, scouring the waiver lists, discards of other teams at 
$100 a piece. Nothing worked. So for the last three years 
the Saints have maintained residency in last place... 
futilely trying to ascend. 

This year they are probing the trade route . . . which 
is merely a more expensive method of acquiring more 
discards, 

Last year, a running year in the pros, with a corps of 
bargain backs claimed off the waiver lists, the Saints 
managed a terrible ground offense. As a team, the Saints 
could not run as far over the year as O. J. Simpson did 
by himself. 

At the end of a 2-11—1 campaign, J, D. Roberts, the 
Marine Corps-trained head coach, somehow managed to 
gain a reprieve, To the astonishment of all—probably 
himself included—Roberts was rehired for 1973 despite 
the efforts of some on his feckless team to have him 
canned. 

“Tt’s not like we’re 100 per cent content with our of- 
fense,” said Roberts, “but upon reviewing our disap- 
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\pointing showing in 1972 we’d have to conclude that a 


tougher, quicker and more opportunistic defense could 
be our key to an improved record.” 

So the Saints forfeited their No. 1 draft choice to trade 
with Baltimore for Billy Newsome to put some muscle 
into their pass rush, They dispatched one-time superstar 
and coach-critic Dave Parks to Houston in a deal to 
obtain mammoth Ron Billingsley. They traded with 
Detroit for Adrian Young to bulwark their meager line- 
backing crew, They used early draft choices for Derland 
Moore and Steve Baumgartner, both defensive linemen. 

“IT want to make it clear that every player in training 
camp will have an opportunity to make this football team 
—and as a starter,” said Roberts gravely. “There’s no 
one who’s got his job locked up.” 

That statement should be a jolt to Archie Manning, the 
young quarterback who personifies the Saints’ hope for 
progress. Manning played every offensive down for the 
Saints in 1972. He handled himself with aplomb rare in 
a quarterback of second-year experience. The Saints’ 
putt-putt offense managed 23 touchdowns. Manning’s 
passes accounted for 18 of them. His runs accounted for 
two others. The rest of the offense—runner Bob Gresham 
—can take credit for the other three touchdowns. 

Certainly, Manning has his job locked Up. 

“Archie is coming along on schedule,” said Roberts, 
seeming to back off on his wholesale warning. “I believe 
he’s not only gaining confidence in himself as a pro 
quarterback but he’s gaining the confidence of his team- 
mates.” 

Manning’s confidence in his teammates is another 
question. Opposing pass rushers bumped him off a dis- 
couraging 43 times last year. 

Certainly, too, Danny Abramowicz and Bob Newland, 
Manning’s able wide receivers, must be considered to 
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have their jobs locked up. Abramowicz ranks as one of 
the game’s outstanding wide men, and young Newland 
has flash and excellence. 

Running is a drawback for the Saints. They try with 
Gresham, Bill Butler—last year’s starters—plus James 
Ford, Jim Strong, Arthur Green and third-round draftee 
Pete Van Valkenberg. 

Obviously, there are offensive line weaknesses. Injuries 
to Jake Kupp, Del Williams and Royce Smith were 
damaging last year. They return repaired. But the level of 
talent is spotty among the starters and the reserves. 

Roberts is following a pro football axiom in trying to 
Strengthen the defense. That remains the vitals of pro 
football—and the Saints permitted 43 touchdowns last 
year. They didn’t get to the quarterback very much and 
had severe problems trying to tackle runners. 

The new front four will be established during the pre- 
season. Newsome figures to be a starter. Rookies Moore 
and Baumgartner have a chance to break in. Bob Pollard, 
Dave Long and Joe Owens—incumbents—and Billings- 
ley will scrap for the leavings. 

There is not much to recommend the linebacking, 
Young could start—if Roberts will tolerate his free-spirit 
attitude. Wayne Colman and Joe Federspiel, last year’s 
starters, are back, 

The secondary has possibilities of being pretty reliable 
if there is the aid of a pass rush up front. Bivian Lee and 
Ernie Jackson loom as the cornerbacks, Hugo Hollas and 
Tom Myers provide a safety combination worthy of many 
stronger clubs. 

The Saints are trying, anyway. But another last-place 
finish must be envisioned—and among those who do not 
have their jobs locked up, not even for the 1973 season, 
is Coach Roberts, himself. His statement on this matter 
could be prophetic. 
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1972 RECORD (2-11-1) 
13 Los Angeles 34 6 Minnesota 
17 Kansas City 20 20 Atlanta 
2 San Francisco 37. «-:14_:s«ODetroit 
21 New York Giants 45 19 Los Angeles 
14 Atlanta 21 17 New York Jets 
20 San Francisco 20 10 New England 
21 Philadelphia 3 20 Green Bay 
PASSING 
Atts Comps YDs Lest TDs Ints 
Manning 448t 230t 2781t 66 18 21 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs 
Abramowicz 7 0 0 
**Parks 6 0 0 
Feller 0 10 6 
Durkee 0 9 3 
Gresham 3 0 0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst 
Gresham 120 381 3 23 
Manning 63 351 2 18 
Butler 54 233 6 27 
Strong 37 120 0 9 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lest 
Newland 47 579 2 42 
Abramowiez 38 668 7 §1 
**Parks 32 542 § 66 
Gresham 29 192 0 54 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lest 
| Lee 4 65 0 32 
Jackson 3 41 0 31 
Myers 3 0 0 0 
7 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lest 
Fagan 71 2899 71F 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
Myers 9 43 0 10 
Adkins 7 0 0 4 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst 
Adkins 43t 1020f 0 61 
Green 8 187 it) 58 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 


+—Conference leader 


23.4 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS HE Wt Age Exp College 
Manning, Archie 6-3 212. 24 3 Mississippi 
Davis, Bob 6-2 205 28 #7 Virginia 
Nix, Kent 6-1 198 28 7 ‘Texas Christian 


Manning has star potential, but it must be refined. He's still a scrambler. 
Ex-Jet Davis is a Manning type—a scrambler—but without Archie's talent. 
Itinerant Nix can sub capably. PERF. QT.: 4. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Gresham, Jim p-b1. 195; 25 3 West Virginia 
Builer, Bill 6-0 218 23 2 Kansas State 
Ford, Jim 6-0 210 23 3 Texas Southem 
Strong, Jim 6-1 210 26 4 Houston 
Green, Arthur 5-11 198 25 2 Albany State 
Van Valkenberg, Pete 6-2 192 23 1 Brigham Young 


Entire Saints’ backfield could not run for as much yardage as 0. J. Simpson 
did last year. A nondescript group, consisting mostly of pickup types. Gresham 
and Butler are the returning starters. Neither managed as much as 400 
yards. Gresham's attribute is that he is a hustler. Butler can block. Ford, 
Strong, Green try hard. Van Valkenberg could help as a rookie. PERF. QT.: 5. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Newland, Bob (W) 6-2 190 24 3 Oregon 
Abramowicz, Dan (W) 6-1 195 28 7 Xavier 
Brown, Bob (T) 6-2 225 30 5 Alcorn A&M 
Riley, Preston (W) 6-0 187 «24 4 Memphis State 
Bell, Carlos (T) 6-5 230 25 #$2 _ Houston 
Kelly, Mike (1) 6-3 222 25 $4 _ Davidson 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


While not particularly speedy, this receiving corps is accomplished. Abramo- 
wicz, one of the superior catchers in pro football, has the knack of getting 
open and grabbing the ball. Newland, the team’s leading receiver last sea- 
son, has similar talents. Brown inherits tight end with the departure of un- 
happy Dave Parks. Riley is a journeyman. Addition of Kelly could help at 
tight end. Bell has size, but is green. Depth is needed at the wide spots. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Morrison, Don (7) 6-5 ete eA 3.‘ Texas-Arlington 
Hines, Glen Ray (1) 6-5 265 29 8 Arkansas 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Kupp, Jake (G) 6-3 248 - 32 10 Washington 
Williams, Del (G) 6-2 240 27 7 ‘Florida State 
Didion, John (C) 6-4 245 25 5 Oregon State 
Smith, Royce (G) 6-2 245 24 2 Georgia 
Johnson, Car! (1) §-2 241 23 2 Nebraska 
Kuziel, Bob (C) 6-4 255 23 2 ‘Pittsburgh 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Quarterback Manning was on his back 43 times last season. Not all of that 
was the fault of his blockers, but some it was. Kupp, Williams and Smith 
were badly injured and return to battle for the guard positions. Williams and 
Smith are top young prospects. Kupp is an ancient morale leader. Morrison 
and Hines work diligently without spectacular results. Johnson has a shot at 
winning a job. Didion Is capable but is strongly challenged by Kuziel, who 
could win the center assignment. PERF. QT.: 4. 


KICKERS Ht Wi Age Exp College 
Linhart, Toni 6-0 T70) > AL 2 Austria Tech 
Feller, Happy 5-11 185 24 3: Texas 
O'Neal, Steve 6-3 185 27 5 Texas A&M 


Austrian import Linhart has great promise but must learn concepts that 
Texan Feller knows by heart. Linhart has longer range from soccer back- 
ground, Punter O'Neal stumped with the Jets. PERF. QT.: 2. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Newsome, Billy (E) 6-5 250 25 4 Grambling 
Owens, Joe (E) 6-2 245 26 4 ~=Alcorn A&M 
Pollard, Bob (T) 6-3 245 24 3 Weber State 
Long, Dave (T) 6-4 245 28 8 lowa 
Billingsley, Ron (T) 6-8 280 «27 7 Wyoming 
Mooers, Doug (T) 6-6 265 26 3 Whittier 
Baumgartner, Steve (E) 6-7 248 23 1 Purdue 
Moore, Derland (E) 6-4 250 21 1 Oklahoma 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


Addition of vets Newsome and Billingsley should help what was a paltry pass 
rush. Newsome is rugged, savvy and has the opportunity to become a leader. 
Billingsley has great size and should be able to do his thing. He must bat- 
tle Long and the promising Pollard for a starting berth. Pollard could be- 
come a star. The material is here for improvement. Rookies Moore and 
Baumgartner are excellent prospects and could break in immediately. Owens 
has a good outside rush. Mooers is in danger. PERF. QT.; 3. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Young, Adrian (0) 6-1 230 «27 6 Southern California 
Colman, Wayne (0) 6-1 230 27 +6 Temple 
Federspiel, Joe (M) 6-1 Wha | 2 Kentucky 
Merlo, Jim (0) 6-1 221: 322 1 Stanford 
Hall, Willie (0) 6-2 2A Hf em 78 2 Southern California 
Hobbs, Bill (M) 6-1 21 an 5 Texas A&M 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—WMiddle Linebacker 


An area of weakness that doesn’t appear much improved. The group does not 
perform well against the pass. Young has ability and is eager to get a chance. 
He could help. Youngsters Merlo and Hall could be thrown In-and learn while 
playing. Colman is aggressive. Federspiel is green for middle linebacker 
duties, but he already is learning while playing. Hobbs supplies some depth. 
PERF. QT.: 4. ; 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Jackson, Ernie 5-10 173 23 2 Duke 
Lee, Bivian 6-2 200 «25 3 ‘Prairie View 
Martin, D’Artagnan 6-1 190 24 2 Kentucky State 
Hayes, Billie 6-1 175 26 2 — San Diego St. 


This group, too, is young and learning while on the job. Jackson was Im- 
pressive as a rookie. Lee is an erratic performer who can make the spec- 
tacular interception on one series, get burned the next. Hayes and Martin 
have starting shots. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hoilas, Hugo (S) 6-1 190 27 4 Rice 
Myers, Tom (W) 5-11 184 22 2 = Syracuse 
Wyatt, Doug (S-W) 6-1 195 26 4 Tulsa 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or ‘‘Free’’ Safety 


A very rugged, solid pair in Hollas and Myers. Hollas is aggressive, likes to 
hit. Myers could blossom into a star when he learns the tricks. Wyatt is a 
decent backup. PERF. QT.: 2. 


106 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Gresham 
Ford 


Green 
Van Volkecburg® 
BR OFFENSIVE UNIT 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


Home: Sept. 16—Atlanta; Oct. 7—Chicago; Oct. 14—Detroit; 
Oct. 28—Washington; Nov. 4—Buffalo; Nov. 25—Los 
Angeles; Dec. 9—San Francisco. 


Away: Sept. 24—Dallas; Sept. 30—Baltimore; Oct. 21—San 
Francisco; Noy. 11—Los Angeles; Nov. 18—San Diego; Dec, 
2—Green Bay at Milwaukee; Dec. 16—Atlanta. 


AMERICAN 
FOOTBALL 
CONFERENCE 


What do you want to know about each team in the 
American Football Conference? A complete team-by- 
team rundown is presented in the following pages, an 
analysis of each team that has been compiled by experts. 

Every AFC team is covered in the following manner: 
first, the club’s strong points and weak points are ex- — 
amined in an in-depth study; that is followed by the im- 
portant statistics of the team from the 1972 season; then 
comes a detailed roster of the club’s veteran personnel 
and its most promising rookies—with height, weight, age, 
pro experience and college shown for each player; in- 
corporated into this roster are our Performance Quo- 
tient ratings for every unit on offense and defense, as 
well as kickers; this is followed by a depth chart ranking 
a team’s first-string, second-string and third-team play- 
ers at each position; lastly, the team’s 1973 schedule 
is shown. 

Here is how the Performance Quotients are set up: 
Every unit gets a rating and appraisal summary, On the 
offense, ratings are given to quarterbacks, running backs, 
receivers, interior linemen and kickers; on the defense, 
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ratings and appraisal summaries appear for the front 
linemen, linebackers, cornerbacks and safeties. The rat- 
ing system is based on a scale of 1 to 5. A unit rated 1 is 
the best or tied for best in its conference; a rating of 2 
stands for excellent; 3 equals good; 4 is fair; and 5 is 
poor. If you add up all of the ratings of each team’s units, 
you will be able to compare the strength of one team 
against any other. 

The teams are arranged according to their predicted 
order of finish—first through last in each division—as 
forecast by our experts. Here’s what we see for the post- 
season playoffs: The divisional winners will be the Miami 
Dolphins, Pittsburgh Steelers and Oakland Raiders, and 
the wild-card team that will qualify for a place in the play- 
offs will be the Cincinnati Bengals. The AFC champion? 
We pick the Pittsburgh Steelers as the team that will sur- 
vive the playoffs and earn a trip to Super Bowl VIII. 


- 


American Conference e Eastern Division 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Prediction: First 


Jim Ringo, the old Green Bay center, knows all 
about dynasties, Not long ago he was discussing the 
Miami Dolphins’ perch atop professional football. 

“They were a Cinderella team once and everyone, 
even the teams which played against them, felt a cer- 
tain admiration for them,” said Ringo. “But from now 
on the Dolphins are going to find out what it is to be 
hated.” 

The change in attitude toward the once lovable 
urchins by the sea can be explained by a set of figures: 
“17 and 0.” 

Criticized for the alleged weakness of their 1972 
schedule—which they, of course, had no control over 
—the Dolphins should take no such similar raps this 
season. Besides the competition in their Eastern Divi- 
sion, the Dolphins play five opponents who were in- 
volved in last season’s playofis—San Francisco, Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland, Oakland and Dallas. The sixth non- 
divisional opponent was a tough team, Detroit. 

The Dolphins, while they are a long shot to even ap- 
proach another undefeated season, should have no fear 
-of any schedule, no matter how difficult, They are a 
superb team. 
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Possibly the most amazing thing about the Floridians’ 
unbeaten string was the fact that their No. 1 quarter- 
back, Bob Griese, was lost to the team from the fifth 
game of the season until the playoffs. 

Earl Morrall, picked up from Baltimore as an in- 
surance policy for the $100 waiver price, was certainly 
no-fault. 

Earl was a 38-year-old pearl, leading the AFC in 
passing with judicious use of the thrown ball to comple- 
ment the most productive running in league history, 

But no matter who plays quarterback for Miami, the 
Dolphins’ game is the run, They used 613 running plays 
last year as opposed to 259 passes. The results were an 
all-time ground-gaining record for the NFL—2,960 
yards. 

The Dolphins are blessed with three excellent run- 
ners. Going into the ’72 season a legend seemed to be 
building around “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid,” 
—Larry Csonka and Jim Kiick. Yet muscular little 
Mercury Morris, a spectacular outside runner, forced 
his way to more playing time than Kiick, 

Merc’s deliverance gave the Dolphins the rarest of 
doubles—two 1,000-yard rushers. Csonka rolled for 
1,117 and Morris hit 1,000 on the nose, Kiick didn’t 
have to be embarrassed. He gained 521. 

Except for Larry Little, the awesome pulling guard, 
voted the outstanding offensive lineman in the AFC, 
none of the team’s offensive linemen are household 
names. Yet center Jim Langer, guard Bob Kuechen- 
berg and tackles Norm Evans, Wayne Moore and Doug 
Crusan would gladden the heart of any line coach. 

Since the Dolphins are so run-oriented, the tight end 
and wide receivers contribute heavily with their block- 
ing. Mary Fleming keeps the starting tight end job 
ahead of Jim Mandich because of his willingness to 
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conk people. Howard Twilley kept Marlin Briscoe on 
the bench due to Twilley’s blocking ability, and Paul 
Warfield, known best of all for his receiving artistry, is 
an enthusiastic blocker. 

Garo Yepremian may go down in Super Bowl his- 
tory for his abortive passing attempt against Wasbing- 
ton, but the Dolphins still hold him to their bosom. 

The success of the Miami offense often overshadows 
the work of the defense. In its 17 games last year the 
Dolphins’ defense allowed the opposition to score 20 
points or more only three times. There were three shut- 
outs and in seven other games the enemy scored only 
one offensive touchdown. 

Shula, looking for-more pass rush from his forwards, 
inserted sophomore end Vern Den Herder in the lineup 
and got ferocious results. Tackle Manny Fernandez 
established himself as one of the NFL’s finest defensive 
stars and end Bill Stanfill had his best season. 

Long overshadowed by middle man Nick Buoniconti, 
the outside linebackers, Doug Swift and, especially, 
Mike Kolen, showed they were entirely capable of 
functioning for themselves. 

The strength of the deep secondary is with the safe- 
ties, Jake Scott and Dick Anderson, both of whom are 
All-Pro. 

The Dolphins’ depth was illustrated in the Super 
Bowl when sub cornerback Lloyd Mumphord stepped 
in for injured Tim Foley and blunted any plans Wash- 
ington might have had for him. 

Miami may be the hardest roster for any rookie to 
crack, but the best chances are with Oregon center 
Chuck Bradley, Jackson State tackle Leon Gray, Michi-~ 
gan wide receiver Bo Rather and Virginia Tech quarter- 
back Don Strock, the nation’s passing and total offense 
leader last year. 
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20 Kansas City 10 28 New York Jets 24 

34 Houston 13° «31 ~=«OSt. Louis 10 

16 Minnesota 14 37 New England 21 

27° ‘New York Jets 17. 23 ~=New York Giants 13 

24 San Diego 10 16 Baltimore 0 

24 Buffalo 23 20 Cleveland [Playoff] 14 

23 Baltimore 0 21 Pittsburgh [AFC Championship] 17 

30 Buffalo 16 14 Washington [Super Bowl] 7 

52 New England 0 

PASSING 

Atts Comps YDs Lgst TDs Ints Pct 

TMorrall 150 83 1360 49 ll 7 55.3 

Griese 97 53 638 39 4 4 54.6 
SCORING 

TDs PATs FGs Total 

Yepremian 0 43 24 115 

Morris 12 0 0 72 

Csonka 6 0 0 36 

Kiick 6 0 0 36 
RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Csonka 213 1117 6 45 5.2 

Morris 190 1000 127 33 5.3 

Kiick 137 521 5 26 3.8 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Lest Ave 

Warfield 29 606 3 47 20.9 

Kiick 21 147 1 15 7.0 

Twilley 20 364 3 44 18.2 

Briscoe 16 279 4 51 17.4 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds TBs Lgst Avg 

Scott 5 73 0 31 14.6 

Mumphord 4 50 uf 28 12.5 

Anderson 3 34 0 22 11.3 

Foley 3 25 0 15 8.3 

Johnson 3 20 0 13 6.7 

Swift 3 5 0 4 yO | 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Lgst Avg 

Seiple 36 1437 54 39.9 

PUNT RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Lest Avg 

Leigh 22 210 0 27 9.5 

Scott 13 100 0 15 77 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Morris 14 334 0 33 23.9 

Leigh 6 153 0 45 25.5 


SYMBOL +—Conference leader 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Griese, Bob 6-1 190 28 7 ~=Purdue 
Morrall, Earl 6-2 210 39 18 # Michigan State 
Del Gaizo, Jim 6-1 198 26 2 Tampa 
Strock, Don 6-5 205 22 1 Virginia Tech 


Morrall led the American Conference in passing but the world champions 
are an even better team with Griese at the controls. He was superb in the 
Super Bowl and may be the NFL's finest quarterback. De! Gaizo is promising. 
Strock is a prospect. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Csonka, Larry 6-2 237 «26 6 Syracuse 
Morris, Mercury 5-10 190 26 5 West Texas St. 
Kiick, Jim 5-11 214 27 6 Wyoming 
Ginn, Hubert 5-10 185 26 4 Florida A&M 
Leigh, Charles 5-11 206 27 5 None 


Thud, Crash, Bang, Blam, Boom was joined by Whoosh in ‘72. Mercury 
added the leavening to the Dolphins’ heavy bread of Csonka and Kiick. 
Morris added 1,000 yards and a dozen touchdowns to Csonka’s 1,117. That 
puts him ahead of Kiick in the billing, It may be a major problem to keep 
Jim happy now. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Warfield, Paut (W) 6-0 188 30 10 OhioState 
Twilley, Howard (W) 5-10 185 29 8 Tulsa 
Fleming, Marv (1) 6-4 232 31 #11 =~ Utah 
Briscoe, Marlin (W) 5-11 178 27 5 Omaha 
Sellers, Ron (W) 6-4 205 25 5 ‘Florida State 
Noonan, Karl (W) 6-2 198 29 7 ~~ lowa 
Mandich, Jim (T) 6-2 224 25 4 Michigan 
Rather, Bo (W) 6-1 180 «21 1 = Michigan 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


A seldom-used embarrassment of riches. Warfield was the Dolphins’ first- 
ranked catcher and he was behind 28 others in the AFC standings. Yet the 
Dolphins use the pass like a garrote. When Paul, Twilley, Mandich or Briscoe 
does make a catch, it always seems to be a killer. Twilley retained his start- 
ing job over Briscoe in an upset. The little guy makes the big plays and blocks 
well for the runners. Fleming’s principal value is his blocking. Noonan returns 
from injury. Sellers, from Dallas, should prove to be a valuable spot player. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Evans, Norm (T) 6-5 250 30 9 Texas Christian 
Moore, Wayne (T) 6-6 265 27 4 Lamar Tech 
Little, Larry (G) 6-1 265 27 7 Bethune-Cookman 
Kuechenberg, Bob (G) 6-2 248 «25 4 Notre Dame 
Langer, Jim (C) 6-2 250 25 4 South Dakota St. 
Crusan, Doug (T) 6-4 250 27 6 Indiana 
Gray, Leon (T) 6-3 240 «21 1 Jackson State 
Jenkins, Al (G-T) 6-2 245 27 4 Tulsa 
Bradley, Chuck (C) 6-5 238 8622 1 Oregon 

(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


It is dawning on NFL watchers that the Dolphins have a helluva line. Only 
Little is a name. He’s probably the best blocker in the NFL. But the rest of 
those guys do a whale of a job pushing the opposition around. Langer, 
picked up from Cleveland for $100, beat out veteran Bob DeMarco and now 
is knocking on the All-Pro door, Moore moved into the starting lineup at 
tackle when Crusan got hurt, setting up a battle for the job in '73. And 
the top two draftees, Bradley and Gray, were offensive linemen. Bradley may 
snap on Kick situations. PERF. QT.; 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Yepremian, Garo 5-8 175 =29 6 None 
Seiple, Larry 6-0 214 «28 7 Kentucky 


Garo, not much of a passer, went 24 of 37 on field goals. Seiple punts well. 
PERF, QT.: 1. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Den Herder, Vern (E) 6-6 250 24 3 Central lowa 
Stanfill, Bill (E) 6-5 250 26 5 Georgia 
Fernandez, Manny (1) 6-2 250 27 6 Utah 
Heinz, Bob (T) 6-6 265 26 5 Pacific 
Dunaway, Jim (T) 6-4 277 «+32 =«=611 = Mississippi 
Kadish, Mike (T) 6-5 270 23 1 Notre Dame 
Moore, Maulty (1) 6-5 265 27 2 Bethune-Cookman 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


Den Herder was the pleasant surprise as a first-time starter. He stepped in 
when Jim Riley (now retired) got hurt and did a big job as a pass rusher. 
Stanfill had the season everyone expected he would have when he was the 
Outland Trophy winner in college. When we last saw Fernandez, he was sit- 
ting on Billy Kilmer’s head in the Los Angeles Coliseum. Heinz is adequate. 
Kadish, ‘72's No. 1 draftee, never was activated. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Kolen, Mike (0) 6-2 220 25 4 Auburn 
Swift, Doug (0) 6-3 226 25 $j.4 Amherst 


Buoniconti, Nick (M) 5-11 220 32 12 = Notre Dame 
Matheson, Bob (0-M) 6-4 235 28 7 Duke 

Powell, Jesse (0) 6-2 220 26 5 _ West Texas St 
Ball, Larry (0) 6-6 225 24 2 Louisville 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Buoniconti appears to be ageless, but now Kolen and Swift have advanced 
to the point where Miami's unit may be most underrated in the NFL. Kolen, in 
particular, had a big season. He has range and heavy hitting ability. Swift is 
a savvy bruiser. Matheson was used as a rover in the heralded “53” defense. 
Ball may be the next star Coach Shula unleashes. PERF. QT.: 2. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Foley, Tim 6-0 194 24 4 Purdue 
Johnson, Curtis 6-1 196 25 4 Toledo 
Mumphord, Lloyd 5-10 176 26 #£=5 _ Texas Southern 


When Foley got hurt before the Super Bowl, speculation was that the Skins 
would riddle Mumphord. But he proved the Dolphins have three first-rate 
cornerbacks. PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Anderson, Dick (S) 6-2 196 27 6 Colorado 
Scott, Jake (W) 6-0 188 28 4 Georgia 
Babb, Charles (W-S) 6-0 190 23 2 Memphis State 

(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


At least half the All-Pro teams name either Andy or Jake, often both. They 
are the envy of any defense. Babb’s block of a punt was vital in the Cleveland 
playoff game. PERF. QT.: 1. 
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Ree UNIT 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Home: Sept. 16—San Francisco; Sept. 30—New England; 
Oct. 21—Buffalo; Nov. 4—New York Jets; Nov. 11—Balti- 
more; Dec. 3—Pittsburgh; Dec. 15—Detroit. 


Away: Sept. 23—Oakland; Oct. 7—New York Jets; Oct. 15— 
Cleveland; Oct. 28—New England; Nov. 18—Buffalo; Noy. 22 


—Dallas; Dec. 9—Baltimore. 


American Conference e Eastern Division 


NEW YORK JETS 


Prediction: Second 


One of the joys of watching the New York Jets play 
football is that it takes you back to the days before 
Piltdown thought conquered the NFL with its zone de- 
fenses and run, run, run offense. 

Watching the Jets means seeing touchdowns. With 
Joe Namath, the Jets are going to score them, and with 
the Jet defense functioning the way it has the last few 
years, the opposition is going to score even more. 

In only five of 14 regular-season games last year did 
the Jet defense hold the opposition to 20 points or less. 
The Jets finished dead last among American Conference 
teams in defending against the pass. They were only 
slightly better against the run, ranking ninth out of 13. 

Relatively confident that the Jet touchdowns will 
continue as long as Namath stays healthy, Coach Weeb 
Ewbank went to work on reconstruction of his defense. 

It started with a trade. Ewbank sent one of his two 
second-round choices plus a third-round pick to New 
Orleans for defensive end Richard Neal and cornerback 
Delles Howell. It’s unlikely the Jets could have gotten 
any defensive end in the draft who could provide im- 
mediate help like Neal should. Many objective observers 
feel Neal is about to blossom as a bonefide star. Howell 
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is a better cornerback than anyone the Jets had at the 
position last year. 

Hours later, when it came time to draft, Ewbank got 
the exact player he wanted, Miami cornerback Burgess 
Owens. The consensus of scouting opinion is that Owens 
is ready to play regularly in the NFL as a rookie. 

Neal could be the anchor the Jets need in rebuilding 
their sagging defensive line, If he is and if tackle John 
Elliott continues the comeback he started late last sea- 
son, the Jets could take some pressure off their line- 
backers and deep backs with a better pass rush. Sopho- 
mores Ed Galigher and Joey Jackson could help, too. 

The acquisition of Howell and the drafting of Owens 
gives Ewbank a lot of manuevering room. He could 
play either one at safety if Earlie Thomas appears cap- 
able of holding his job, Steve Tannen, a starting corner- 
back last year, seems better equipped to play safety. 

But even if Ewbank does solve those problems, he 
still is confronted by another one—his linebackers. 
Larry Grantham, the 34-year-old 13-season player, may 
have had it at long last. Ewbank speaks of trying vet- 
eran middle backer Al Atkinson on the outside with 
sophomore Mike Taylor moved inside. 

To underline the problem, check the Jets’ draft list. 
Their third and fourth picks, Bill Ferguson of San 
Diego State and Bruce Bannon of Penn State both are 
linebackers. 

The Jets’ attack, however, is probably more potent 
than ever, For one thing there is Namath, admittedly 
not as sharp as he was before his two injury plagued 
seasons of ’70 and *71. But Namath, even non-sharp, 
remains the best passer in the game today. 

Ewbank, annoyed at seeing his passing game tied up 
by the zone defenses, made a tactical move last year 
which paid off. He switched Richard Caster, the big 
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outside receiver, to tight end. Strong safeties were re- 
quired to ride a motorcycle to cover him. Tf he ever 
curbs his habit of dropping the easy passes, he may have 
to be outlawed. 

For another thing there is the running game, The 
Jets may possess two of the most potent backs in foot- 
ball, John Riggins and Emerson Boozer. If Riggins 
hadn’t been injured late in the year, he would have 
joined the 1,000-yard club. As it turned out he missed 
two games yet ran for 944 yards in his second pro sea- 
son, Boozer ran for 549 yards, but his thing is getting 
into the end zone, He did it 14 times last year, 11 on 
runs, 

The Jets classify their offensive line as “adequate,” 
but some experts think it’s better than that, You don’t 
score 41 touchdowns without some quality people up 
front, And behind the starters, Ewbank has been nur- 
turing John Mooring. Maybe this is the season to spring 
him as a starter, The anchor is tackle Winston Hill, who 
made his sixth consecutive trip to the Pro Bowl. 

Caster’s shift to tight end left wide receiver in the 
hands of aging Don Maynard and undersized Eddie 
Bell. Bell caught 35 passes and Maynard 29. But as a 
concession to Maynard’s 36 years and Bell’s lack of 
size, Ewbank plans to play both in the same spot, pos- 
sibly splitting the duty, with the talented 1972 No. 1 
draft choice, Jerome Barkum, holding the other position, 

Before the ’72 season, one of the team’s critical needs 
was for a placekicker who could plunk the ball through 
the uprights a reasonable percentage of the time. It was 
felt that Bobby Howfield, the little Englishman, would 
not do, 

But Howfield did an amazing about-face. He tried 37 
field goals and made.27, leading the conference in scor- 
ing with 121 points. 
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41 Buffalo 

44 Baltimore 

20 Houston 

17 Miami 

41 New England 
24 Baltimore 

34 New England 


Namath 
Davis 


Howfield 
Boozer 
Caster 
Riggins 


Riggins 
Boozer 
McClain 
Harkey 


Caster 
Bell 
Maynard 
Riggins 


Tannen 
Farasopoulos 
Sowells 
Baker 


O'Neal 


TFarasopoulos 
Turner 


Farasopoulos 
Bjorklund 


1972 RECORD (7-7) 


24 17. Washington 
34 41 Buffalo 
26 24 Miami 
27 20 Detroit 
13 18 New Orleans 
20 16 Oakland 
10 10 Cleveland 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lgst TDs Ints 
162 2816} 83t 19} 21 
10 114 35 1 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
40 27 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TOs Lest 
944 7 40 
549 ll 37 
305 0 30 
129 0 10 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
833T 107 80 
629 2 83t 
510 Zz 41 
230 1 67 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
125 0 35 
48 0 25 
14 0 4 
0 0 Q 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
2006 57 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lest 
179 lit 65 
38 0 16 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
627 0 51 
150 0 27 


SYMBOLS +—Conference leader 
tt—tied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Namath, Joe 6-2 200 30 9 Alabama 
Davis, Bob 6-2 205 28 7 «Virginia 
Woodall, Al 6-5 205 27 #45 Duke 


Joe Willie remains the most electrifying quarterback in the game. Age 
has seen him acquire more rounding. Quality drops to mediocrity after 
him, PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Riggins, John 6-2 230 24 3 Kansas 
Boozer, Emerson 5-11 195 30 8 Maryland State 
McClain, Cliff 6-0 217.25 4 South Carolina St. 
Harkey, Steve 6-0 215 24 3 . Georgia Tech 
Bjorklund, Hank 6-1 200 23 2 ‘Princeton 
Adamle, Mike 5-9 197 23 3 Northwestern 


Jets’ excellent running attack is sometimes overlooked due to presence of 
Namath, Riggins would have passed 1,000 yards but for late-season injury. 
He's right up there with Larry Csonka as a power back. Boozer is 30 but 
he still has that feeling for the end zone, McClain could have a bright future. 
Adamle came from K.C. Bjorklund works hard. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Barkum, Jerome (W) 6-3 215 23 2 Jackson State 
Maynard, Don (W) 6-1 179 36 15 _ Texas-El Paso 
Caster, Richard (T) 6-5 228 = 8«624 4 Jackson State 
Bell, Ed (W) 5-10 160 26 4 Idaho State 
Turner, Rocky (W) 6-0 190 23 2 Chattanooga 
Stewart, Wayne (T) 6-7 228 26 5 California 
Arthur, Gary (T) 6-5 230 25 3 Miami (Ohio) 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T1)—Tight End 


Story here is Barkum’s first full season with the club. He was a holdout 
far into training camp after being the top draft pick in ’72. He could be 
a great star with seasoning. Caster is a game breaker, top TD pass catcher 
in the AFC. Richard still has occasional lapses holding on to the ball, how- 
ever. Bell, who fights size handicap, and Maynard, now 36, could share 
the spot opposite, Barkum. The rest are reserves, PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hill, Winston (1) 6-4 270 31 11 _ Texas Southern 
Svihus, Bob (T) 64 245 30 9 Southern California 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Herman, Dave (G) 6-1 255 32 10 # Michigan State 
Rasmussen, Randy (G) 6-2 255 28 7 Kearney State 
Schmitt, John (C) 6-4 250 30 10 = Hofstra 

Mooring, John (T-C) 6-6 255 26 3 Tampa 

Kirksey, Roy (G) 6-1 Zoe oS 3 Eastern Shore (Md.) 
Woods, Richard (T) 6-5 248 22 1 Tennessee State 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


You don't score 39 touchdowns from scrimmage without a first-class line. 
Jets split their TD output almost evenly, 18 running, 21 passing, which 
shows versatility of the forward wall. Hill is still considered an All-Pro 
tackle. Now Rasmussen is starting to get recognition in his seventh pro 
season. Svihus plays better as a Jet than he did as an Oakland Raider. 
Schmitt remains one of the league’s most unsung centers. Mooring could 
get more work in his third pro year, Woods was second-round draft pick. 
He should be a big help with proper seasoning. PERF. QT.: 1. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Howfield, Bobby 5-9 180 36 § None 
O'Neal, Steve 6-3 185 27 5 Texas A&M 


Howfield led AFC scorers in a surprise comeback. O’Neal slumped in '72. 
PERF, QT.: 2. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Neal, Richard (E) 6-3 260 25 5 Southern 
Lomas, Mark (E) 6-4 245 25 4 Northern Arizona 
Elliott, John (1) 6-4 244 28 7 Texas 
Galigher, Ed (1) 6-4 255 22 2 UCLA 
Jackson, Joey (T-E) 6-4 257 eae 2 New Mexico St. 
Little, John (T) 6-3 245 26 4 Oklahoma State 


Thompson, Steve (T) 6-5 237 «28 5 Washington 
(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


Big news here was the swap with New Orleans which brought Neal to New 
York. In the NFL he is considered a budding star. Jets may have solved 
many problems with that deal. He replaces veteran Gerry Philbin, traded to 
Kansas City. Galigher impressed as a rookie before he got hurt. Thompson 
un-retired at mid-season. He would be vital if ready to contribute. Elliott 
has been hexed by injuries lately. Lomas is a steady performer. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Taylor, Mike (0) 6-1 230 23 2 Michigan 
Grantham, Larry (0) 6-0 210 34 14 Mississippi 
Atkinson, Al (M) 6-2 230 30 9 ‘Villanova 
Baker, Ralph (0) 6-3 228 31 410 ~ PennState 
Crane, Paul (0) 6-2 212 29 8 Alabama 
Ebersole, John (M) 6-3 227 24 +=|.(|&  PennState 
Ferguson, Bill (0) 6-3 220 «21 1 San Diego St. 
Zapalac, Bill (0) 6-4 225 25 3 Texas 
Bannon, Bruce (0) 6-3 225 22 j§$4_ PennState 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Drift of Jets’ recent drafts indicates concern in this area. Last year Taylor 
was a first-round pick. Ferguson was a No. 4 this year. Taylor must play 
if Jets are to pick up defensive impetus. Grantham had another good sea- 
son, but he’s 34. Atkinson remains steady in the middle. Ebersole is get- 
ting some work as his replacement. Crane, injured at mid-season, is still 
valuable as a backup and center for kickers. Ferguson was known as a 
hitter at San Diego State. Bannon was an All-America defensive end at 
Penn State. PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Howell, Delles 6-4 200 25 4 Grambling 
Owens, Burgess 6-3 200 «21 1 = Miami (Fla.) 
Tannen, Steve 6-1 194 25 4 Florida 
Thomas, Earlie 6-1 190 27 4 Colorado State 
Sowells, Rich 6-0 175. 24 3 Alcorn A&M 


There could be complete changeover here. Howell came in the Saints deal 
which also delivered Neal. He was better than any corner Jets had last year. 
Owens is a fantastic prospect. He was the Jets’ No. 1 draftee. If both win 
Starting jobs, Tannen and Thomas could contribute at safeties. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Wise, Phil (S) 6-0 199 24 3 Omaha 
Farasopoulos, Chris(W) 5-11 190 24 3 _ Brigham Young 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


A shaky situation. Chris got better In his sophomore season but he could 
be vulnerable to challenge. Wise gets the Jets beaten. When season opens it 
would be no surprise to see two newcomers from the cornerback slots here. 
PERF. QT.: 4. 
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A OFFENSIVE UNIT 


NEW YORK JETS 


Home: Oct. 7—Miami; Oct. 14—New England; Oct. 21— 
Pittsburgh; Oct. 28—Denver; Nov. 25—Atlanta; Dec. 2— 
Baltimore; Dec. 16—Buffalo. 


Away: Sept. 17—Green Bay at Milwaukee; Sept. 23—Balti- 
more; Sept. 30—Buffalo; Nov. 4—Miami; Nov. 11—New 
England; Nov. 18—Cincinnati; Dec. 9—Philadelphia. 


American Conference e Eastern Division 


BUFFALO BILLS 
Prediction: Third 


For a long time, it’s been hard to suppress a chuckle 
at the Buffalo Bills. The Bills counted it a good year 
when they won more than two games, O.J. Simpson 
made some of the finest runs of the season just getting 
to the line of scrimmage. The Bills’ stadium was in the 
ghetto and the ghetto residents complained because it 
gave the neighborhood a bad name. 

All that may not be changed, but it’s getting better, 

The ghetto residents are still stuck with that awful 
stadium, but the Bills will play their games in a new, 
80,000-seat park in the suburbs. The old stadium had a 
capacity of 46,206. 

O.J. led the National Football League in ground 
gaining last year and the Bills actually started to beat 
winning teams. 

To be sure, Bufialo’s record was an un-miracle 4-9-1 
in ’72. But it was the best mark turned in by the Bills 
since 1966, The difference, for the team and especially 
for Simpson, is that Lou Saban returned to coach. 

The Bills enjoyed their greatest days during the first 
Saban era, when they won back to back championships 
in the American League of 1964-65. 

O.J. got the ball more than he ever dreamed he’d get 

125 


126 BUFFALO BILLS 


it as a pro. He carried 292 times for 1,251 yards, 35 
more than Larry Brown of Washington. Saban’s idea 
was not only to make total use of the game’s most ex- 
citing runner but to cut down on his team’s mistakes. 

Saban reasoned that his offensive lads could get into 
less mischief if they concentrated solely on giving O.J. 
some daylight. The result was far fewer turnovers and 
some impressive holes for the Juice. Even the wide re- 
ceivers, J.D, Hill and Bob Chandler, blocked. 

Given some help, O.J. became worth the price of 
admission. He went over 100 yards six times, raced 94 
yards—iongest in four NFL seasons—for a touchdown 
against Pittsburgh’s good defense and then capped the 
year with a spectacular show that helped sink the Wash- 
ington Redskins in a final upset. 

Saban gave him a hard-blocking, hard-running co- 
hort, Jim Braxton, but the coach is pondering an even 
more explosive partner this season. He is Randy Jack- 
son, the sole survivor of the plane crash which wiped 
out the Wichita University team three years ago. 

Actually, Simpson had his spectacular year despite 
a severe handicap. The Bills went through seven guards, 
four centers and four tackles in a scourge of illness and 
injury. 

To backstop against another siege like that, Saban 
used both his first-round draft picks to acquire offensive 
linemen, tackle Paul Seymour of Michigan and guard 
Joe DeLamielleure of Michigan State. In addition, he 
traded for guard Mike Montler of New England and 
two solid starters, center Bruce Jarvis and guard Irv 
Goode, come off the injury list. 

The Bills haven’t abandoned the passing game, even 
if it appears that way at times. Dennis Shaw hasn’t 
duplicated the rookie season he had three years ago 
but his 14 ’72 touchdown passes tied a club record. 
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Hill, an embryo superstar, and Chandler split 10 
scoring receptions last year. 

John Leypoldt was a walk-on surprise in training 
camp two years ago and now has two better-than-satis- 
factory field-goaling seasons to his credit. 

While Saban has made good progress in lining up 
studs to grind it out on offense, it has been slower going 
in his effort to build a defense. 

Walt Patulski was the No. 1 pick in the whole draft 
last year, and the big end from Notre Dame justified 
the honor by having a strong season. The Bills picked 
up another prize when they claimed rookie tackle Don 
Croft from Baltimore. Two openings remain, however. 
One may be filled by end Halvor Hagen, another trade 
acquisition from New England. 

The team’s most critical area is linebacking. The 
trade with New England brought a middle linebacker, 
Jim Cheyunski. Ken Lee, a youngster who played only 
part-time last year but led the club in interceptions, will 
be moved outside, 

Steadiest of the outside backers was Dave Washing- 
ton, the stringbean from Denver. Mike Stratton has 
been around a dozen seasons but young Dale Farley, 
the ex-Dolphin, got to start the last game and played 
strongly against Miami. He will get a chance at the 
first-string job. 

The Bills possess cornerbacks a contender would 
envy. Robert James made the Pro Bowl last year and 
Don Shula, the Miami coach, calls him “the best in the 
conference.” His counterpart, Tony Greene, covers as 
well as most anyone in the AFC. 

Safety is a problem. John Saunders, a rookie claimed 
off the Los Angeles roster, Chuck Detwiller, an acquisi- 
tion from San Diego, and soph Maurice Tyler will try to 
unscramble it. 
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24 New York Jets 
27° San Francisco 
0 Baltimore 

38 New England 
16 Oakland 

23 Miami 

21 Pittsburgh 


Shaw 
**Taliaferro 
Hart 


Leypoldt 
Braxton 
Simpson 
Chandier 
Hill 


Simpson 

Braxton 

Shaw 
**Patrick 


: Jones 


Wyatt 
*Cole 


Wyatt 
*Cole 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 


BUFFALO BILLS 


1972 RECORD (4-9-1) 


41 16 


RUSHING 


Yds 
1251t 
453 
138 
130 


RECEIVING 


Miami 

New York Jets 
New England 
Cleveland 
Baltimore 
Detroit 
Washington 


Lgst Ds ints 
58 


24 1 4 
13 0 3 


couod 
* 

o 

> 
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INTERCEPTIONS 


Yds 


PUNTING 
Yds 
3104 


TDs 

1 61 
0 

1 

1 


PUNT RETURNS 


Yds 
85 
35 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Yds 


~—Conference leader 
e—Combined Buffalo-Houston record 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Shaw, Dennis §-2 217 26 4 San Diego St, 
Hart, Leo 6-4 203 24 3 Duke 
Ferguson, Joe 6-0 179: 122. 1 Arkansas 
Reed, Matt 6-5 225 24 1 Grambling 


Shaw hasn't lived up to the promise of his rookie season. Hart didn't look 
like the answer in his brief appearances. Ferguson had a bad senior season 
but he could have a pro future. Reed might be a tight end. PERF. QT.: 4. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Simpson, 0.4. 6-1 206 26 5 Southern California 
Braxton, Jim 6-2 (EYE Bas! 3 West Virginia 
Jackson, Randy 6-0 220 24 2 Wichita 
Cornell, Bo 6-1 215 24 3 Washington 
Koy, Ted 6-2 212 «25 4 Texas 


0.J. finally moved mountains, just as they said he would when he was a 
legend in college. Who knows what he could do with first-rate blocking? 
Braxton came strong at the end, looking like a competent power back. 
Jackson has great potential. Cornell, from the Browns, and Koy are scheduled 
for spot duty. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hill, J.D. (W) 6-1 194 24 3 _ Arkansas 
Chandler, Bob (W) 6-0 185 24 3 Southern California 
White, Jan (T) 6-2 225 24 3 Ohio State 
Harrison, Dwight (W) 6-2 178 24 3 Texas A&l 
Gehrke, Jack (W) 6-1 180 27 4 Utah 
Francis, Wallace (W) 5-10 185 21 1 Arkansas AM&N 
Ford, James (T) 6-2 215, ‘21 1 Henderson State 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


Hill finished fourth in the AFC with 52 catches and also scored five touch- 

downs. Yet J.D. hasn't approached his true potential yet. He could be one 

of the great ones. Chandler, a great athlete with fess than great tools, 

caused Haven Moses to be traded to Denver for Harrison. Dwight is future 
stock. White, undersized for NFL tight ends, wasn’t thrown to much. Gehrke, 

from Denver, is nothing special. Francis is a sleeper. PERF. QT.: 3. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Green, Donnie {T) 6-8 274 25 3 Purdue 
Foley, Dave (T) 6-5 255 25 4 Ohio State 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


McKenzie, Reggie (G) 64 235 23 2 = Michigan 
Goode, Irv (G) 6-5 255 32 11 Kentucky 
Jarvis, Bruce (C) 6-7 257 «24 3 Washington 
Montler, Mike (G) 6-5 254 29 5 Colorado 
Seymour, Paul (T) 65 250 21 1 Michigan 
DeLamielleure, Joe (G) 6-3 251 22 1 Michigan State 
Penchion, Bob (G) 6-5 255 24 +$.2 Alcorn A&M 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C€)—Center 


Big changeover is due here. Injury siege caused constant change in last 
year’s line. Only enormous Green, in his third year as a starter, stayed con- 
stant. Ex-Jet Foley played better for Buffalo than he ever did in New York. 
McKenzie made the All-Rookie club. He was *72’s best lineman here. Goode, 
hurt in a preseason game, sat out the campaign. Jarvis got hurt in the 
opener, and never played again. Montler, from New England, can step in if 
somebody falters. To guard against such tragedies, Coach Saban made 
Seymour and DeLamielleure his two first-round draftees. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Leypoldt, John 6-2 236 «27 3 None 
Clark, Mike 6-1 205 32 410 # Texas A&M 
Jones, Spike 6-2 190 26 4 Georgia 


Clark broke his arm in a summer game. Leypoldt had his second promising 
season with a 16 for 24 field-goal performance. Punter Jones does his job. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Patulski, Walt (E) 6-6 252) 28 2 Notre Dame 
Hagen, Halvor (E) 6-5 252 26 5 Weber State 
Croft, Don (T) 6-3 252 24 2 ‘Texas-El Paso 
Patton, Jerry (1) 6-3 250 27 2 Nebraska 
Winans, Jeff (T) 6-5 255° | 122 1 Southern California 
Aldridge, Allen (E) 6-6 250 28 3 _ Prairie View 
Ross, Lou (E) 67 243 «26 3 South Carolina St. 
Kampa, Bob (7) 6-4 255) | 22 1 California 
Yeates, Jeff (T-E) 6-2 244 22 1 Boston College 


(E)—End ()—Tackle 


Patulski ended up playing like the No. 1 pick in the draft is supposed to 
play. Part of Bills’ future is tied to his development. Master stroke was claim- 
ing rookie Croft from the Colts. Baltimore made an error. He played as well 
as Patulski. Another hole was filled when Patton was plucked off Minnesota's 
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FRONT LINEMEN (Contd.) 

taxi squad. Hagen, new to Buffalo and new to defense, could be a gem. 
Winans was drafted high for an eventual starting spot. Aldridge came in a 
trade with Houston. The others fight to stay. PERF. QT.: 3. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Washington, Dave (0) 6-5 228 24 4 Alcor A&M 
Stratton, Mike (0) 6-3 224 32 12 Tennessee 
Cheyunski, Jim (M) 6-1 225 27 46 Syracuse 
Farley, Dale (0) 6-3 245 23 2 West Virginia 
Cunningham, Dick (M) 6-2 232 ©28 6 Arkansas 
Lee, Ken (M-0) 6-4 232 24 3 Washington 
Skorupan, John (0) 6-2 220 22 1 ‘Penn State 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—WMiddle Linebacker 


One of Buffalo's major trouble spots. No one is proven here. Cunningham and 
Cheyunski, from New England, duel in the middle, Lee looked sharp at times 
last year. He will go outside. Stratton finished well, but at 32 how long has 
he got? Washington, acquired from Denver last year, has been a peaks and 
valleys guy throughout his career. Ex-Dolphin Farley may get a big shot. 
Skorupan made All-America at Penn State. PERF. QT.: 4. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
James, Robert 6-1 189 26 5 Fisk 
Greene, Tony 5-9 164 24 3 Maryland 
Garror, Leon 6-0 180 §=25 2 Alcorn A&M 
Walker, Don 6-1 200 22 1 Central Ohio 
Wyatt, Alvin 5-9 181 25 4 Bethune-Cookman 


James quietly edged into ne-plus-ultra division of cornerbacks. He puts 
clamps on the stars, made Pro Bowl. Greene demonstrated first-rate coverage 
ability in his first year as a starter. Newcomer Walker could battle Garror 
and Wyatt, the kick returner, for a place on the bench. PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Detwiler, Chuck (S-W) 6-0 186 26 4 Utah State 
Saunders, John (W) 6-3 202 23 2 Toledo 
Tyler, Maurice (S) 6-0 188 23 2 Morgan State 
Pitts, John (S) 64 215 28 #7 Arizona State 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Another troublesome area. Saunders, plucked from L.A. as a rookie, started 
late and showed well. Tyler played brilliantly at times as a rookie. Detwiler, a 
former San Diego starter, can help here, PERF. QT.: 3. 
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BUFFALO BILLS 


Home: Sept. 30—New York Jets; Oct. 7—Philadelphia; Oct. 
14—Baltimore; Oct. 29—Kansas City; Nov. 11—Cincinnati; 
Nov. 18—Miaml; Dec. 9—New England. 


Away: Sept. 16—New England; Sept. 23—San Diego; Oct. 21 
—Miami; Nov. 4—New Orleans; Nov. 25—Baltimore; Dec. 


2—Atlanta; Dec. 16—New York Jets. 


American Conference ¢ Eastern Division 


BALTIMORE COLTS 


Prediction: Fourth 


That old saw about not knowing the players without 
a program holds true in Baltimore this year. Few qual- 
ity football teams have ever gone through a purge like 
the Hosses did over the winter. 

Joe Thomas received a finder’s fee for arranging the 
first trade of teams in NFL history (Robert Irsay pur- 
chased the Los Angeles Rams and swapped them to 
Carroll Rosenbloom for the Colts) and then received 
another bit of compensation—general managership of 
the Baltimore club. 

Thomas, as personnel director of the fledgling Min- 
nesota Vikings and then the infant Miami Dolphins, 
was accustomed to seeing youthful faces about him. 
What he saw in Baltimore was age and something he 
diagnosed as decay, He set about rejuvenating these 
legendary winners by wholesale personnel changes and 
by firing two head coaches within one season. 

“He’s breaking up a family,” complained one old 
hand. 

“Some call it a family,” snorted Thomas, “I call it a 
clique. Teams grow up together, win together and then 
go down together. I didn’t want to wait for the going 
down. I think the Colts can be turned around into a 
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contender right away. I think the nucleus is there. I 
don’t mean a .500 team, I mean a contender.” 

The man selected to carry out Thomas’ orders is a 
former member of the enemy camp, ex-Dolphin offen- 
sive coordinator Howard Schnellenberger. He inherits a 
team full of youth but with a nucleus of young vets 
from the Super Bowl era, which wasn’t that long ago. 

Gone is Johnny Unitas. In his place at quarterback 
is Marty Domres, but how long that will continue isn’t 
clear, For the Colts forgot about drafting to fill need 
last winter when they found themselves with an oppor- 
tunity to pick Bert Jones, the Louisiana State ace. 

It’s unlikely that a rookie could dislodge a veteran 
quarterback on a team that isn’t starting from scratch. 
But if Domres shows any signs of not being able to cut 
it, who knows? 

Thomas wanted two young stallions, Don McCauley 
and Lydell Mitchell, as his ball carriers at the end of 
last year. Given his chance, McCauley became the 
team’s leading rusher with 675 yards and a 3.8 average. 
Mitchell averaged 4.8 on his 45 carries. 

But change could take place here, too, The Colts 
drafted Nebraska’s Bill Olds in the third round and 
they have plans for his blocking ability, 

Thomas lopped off two starting offensive lnemen— 
guard Dan Sullivan and center Bill Curry. A third, 
tackle Bob Vogel, retired. To replace Curry he traded 
for Cleveland’s Fred Hoaglin, Corney Johnson will bat- 
tle ex-Oiler Tom Regner for Sullivan’s spot. The Colts 
have their fingers crossed that young Tom Drougas and 
Dennis Nelson are ready to block top defensive ends. 

When they discuss pass receivers in Baltimore, the 
talk is usually nostalgia about Hall of Famer Raymond 
Berry. No such huzzahs are heard about the current 
crop. Eddie Hinton, once a bright prospect, is now in 
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semi-disgrace, and the top man is Sam Havrilak, a 
nickel-and-dime receiver whose multi-talents cover his 
lack of any one big skill. The Colts need a trade or 
quick development by youngster Glenn Doughty. The 
most reliable receiver for Domres is tight end Tom 
Mitchell, a much underrated player. Mitchell also helps 
the ground game with tough blocking. 

With so many problems on offense the Colts must get 
some reliable field-goal kicking. It didn’t come from 
Jim O’Brien last year. He went a soggy 13 for 31 and 
his pass catching was inconsistent, too. The Colts sent a 
fourth draft choice to Cleveland for taxi squad kicker 
George Hunt, so now O’Brien is in danger of losing 
both his jobs. 

Thomas didn’t neglect the defense when he cleaned 
house. His opportunity to draft Jones came when he 
swapped defensive lineman Billy Newsome to the New 
Orleans Saints. Later he sent Fred Miller to Washington, 
To replace them he made Joe Ehrmann of Syracuse and 
Mike Barnes of Miami high draftees. He expects Ehr- 
mann to start at tackle alongside Jim Bailey, flanked by 
veteran end Bubba Smith, who comes off serious knee 
surgery, and Roy Hilton. Barnes will challenge Hilton. 

One area Thomas left intact is the linebacking trio of 
Mike Curtis, Ted Hendricks and Ray May. Even 
though the Colts had many other problems, this unit 
still is considered the best in the NFL by many experts. 

There is much more worry at cornerback, though, 
where Charlie Stukes has failed to deliver and ex-Dol- 
phin Lonnie Hepburn is a long shot. Schnellenberger 
hopes to solve at least half the problem by switching 
sophomore safety Bruce Laird. 

To replace Laird and the traded Jerry Logan at 
safety, ex-Oklahoma quarterback Jack Mildren will be 
paired with Rick Volk, the All-Pro. 
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1972 RECORD (5-9) 
3 St Louis 10 24 New England 17 
34 New York Jets 44 21 San Francisco 24 
17 Buffalo GO 20 Cincinnati 19 
20 San Diego 23. 31 New England 0 
0 Dallas 21 35 Buffalo 7 
20 New York Jets 24 10 Kansas City 24 
0 Miami 23 0 Miami 16 
PASSING 

Atts Comps YDs Lest TDs Ints Pct 

Domres 222 115 1392 62 ll 6tt 51.8 

**Unitas 157 88 1111 63 4 6tt 56.1 
SCORING 

TDs PATs FGs Total 

O'Brien 2 24 13 75 

Havrilak 6 0 0 36 

McCauley 5 0 0 30 

T. Mitchell 4 0 6 24 
RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

McCauley 178 675 2 36 3.8 

Nottingham 123 466 3 25 3.8 

L. Mitchell 45 215 1 14 4.8 

Domres 30 137 1 15 4.6 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

T. Mitchell 40 494 4 34 12.4 

Havrilak 33 571 4 62 17.3 

McCauley 30 256 2 34 8.5 

Nottingham 25 191 0 27 7.6 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Stukes 5 23 0 11 4.6 

Volk 4 86 0 23 21.5 

Curtis 4 74 1 33 18.5 

**Logan 4 47 0 20 11.8 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Lest Avg 

Lee 57 2400 60 42.1 

PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Laird 34t 303t 0 42 8.9 
KICKOFF RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Avg 

tLaird 29 843F 0 73 29.1+ 

McCauley 13 377 lit 93 29.0 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 
t—Conference leader 
Tt—tTied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Domres, Marty 6-4 222 26 5 Columbia 
Jones, Bert 6-3 199 22 1__ Louisiana State 


Domres looked sharp against second-rate teams, not so sharp when in 
tougher company. Jones is the future. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
McCauley, Don 6-1 207 23 3 North Carolina 
Mitchell, Lydell 5-11 204 24 2 _ PennState 
Nottingham, Don 5-10 210 23 3 KentState 
Olds, Bill 6-1 215 21 #61 _ Nebraska 


McCauley isn’t a burner but he can beat you in a variety of ways. He 
reminds one of Tom Matte, who went in the purge. Previous coaches were 
rapped for not playing Mitchell sooner. He knows the way to the end zone. 
Olds’ rep is as a blocker. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Havrilak, Sam (W) 6-2 195 25 5 Bucknell 
Hinton, Eddie (W) 6-0 200 26 5 Oklahoma 
Mitchell, Tom (T) 6-3 215). 29 7 ~~ Bucknell 
Franklin, Willie (W) 6-2 195 23 2 Oklahoma 
Speyrer, Cotton (W) 6-0 75>, 24 2 ~ Texas 
O'Brien, Jim (W) 6-0 195 25 4 Cincinnati 
Mosier, John (1) 6-3 220 25 3 Kansas 
Doughty, Glenn (W) 6-2 204 23 3 = Michigan 
Smith, Ollie (W) 6-4 196 22 1 ‘Tennessee State 

(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


There is at least one vacancy in the starting lineup here, maybe two. Hav- 
tilak’s competent but he doesn't make opposing defenses toss at night. 
Hinton narrowly escaped the purge. O’Brien looked sharp at times, but then 
his field-goaling suffered. Maybe he can’t do both jobs? Franklin is a speed- 
ster who learned on the taxi squad. New coaches should take a fresh look 
at Doughty, who has some skills. Smith is a high draft choice with strong 
possibilities. Mitchell caught his 40 and makes tight end a solid position. 
Outlook here could change with late trades. PERF. QT.: 4. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Drougas, Tom (1) 6-4 20k oD 2 Oregon 
Nelson, Dennis (T) 6-5 260 27 4 Illinois State 
Ressler, Glenn (G) 6-3 250 30 9 Penn State 
Johnson, Cornelius (G) 6-2 245 29 6 ‘Virginia Union 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Hoaglin, Fred (C) 64 250 30 9 Pittsburgh 
Regner, Tom (G) 6-1 255 30 ###7 + # NotreDame 
Palmer, Gery (T) 6-4 242 21 1 Kansas 
Taylor, Dave (G) 6-4 25b5 22 1 Catawba 


Mendenhall, Ken (C) 6-3 235 «(25 3 Oklahoma 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (€)—Center 


Purge changed the picture here drastically. Center Bill Curry went to 
Houston, guard Dan Sullivan to Oakland and tackle Bob Vogel retired. Hoag- 
lin came from the Browns to replace Curry, Regner from Houston as a pos- 
sible replacement for Sully. Johnson has a good shot to beat him out, how- 
ever. Mendhenhall might challenge Hoaglin, too. Steadiest hand is old reliable 
guard Ressler. Big question is whether young tackles Drougas and Nelson 
are ready for steady work. Palmer and Taylor are of unknown quality, Bench 
is of questionable yalue now. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
O’Brien, Jim 6-0 195 25 4 Cincinnati 
Hunt, George 6-0 200 23 1 ‘Tennessee 
Lee, David 6-4 230 629 8 Louisiana Tech 


O'Brien, in a horrible slump, kicked 13 of 31 field goals. He wasn't the same 
guy who won the '71 Super Bowl. Hunt can challenge him, Lee punts the 
air out of a football. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hilton, Roy (E) 6-6 240 30 9 Jackson State 
Smith, Bubba (E) 6-7 268" *-29 8 Michigan State 
Bailey, Jim (T) 6-6 255 24 4 Kansas 
Ehrmann, Joe (1) 6-5 260 23 1 Syracuse 
Barnes, Mike (E) 6-6 243 «22 1 Miami (Fla.) 
Amman, Richard (E) 6-5 Cah 22 2 Florida State 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


Look for a big turnover here. Billy Newsome and Fred Miller already have 
been traded away. Bubba and Hilton were on the block often during the 
off-season. High draftees Ehrmann and Barnes looked upon as “now” start- 
ers. If he can avoid injuries which have cursed his career, Bailey could 
reach stardom predicted for him. Desire to unload Bubba seems a tipoff 
on the worry about his severely injured knee. He could make them regret 
any deal, however. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hendricks, Ted (0) 6-7 220 25 #5 Miami (Fla.) 
May, Ray (0) 6-1 230 28 ##$7 Southern California 
Curtis, Mike (M) 6-2 232 29 9 Duke 
Laskey, Bill (0) 63 235 30 #8 Michigan 
White, Stan (M) 6-1 225 23 2 _ OhioState 
Rotella, Jamie (0) 6-2 215 22 #1 Tennessee 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


When General Manager Joe Thomas was altering the look of his team, the 
rest of NFL scrambled with offers for Colt linebackers. “No” was the answer, 
since this backer crew is the heart of Baltimore’s defense. Curtis still hunts 
heads, May still does his job smoothly. Hendricks slipped slightly from All- 
Pro status but he should be back in form. The backups see little work. 
PERF. QT.: 1. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Stukes, Charlie 6-3 212 29 7 Eastern Shore (Md.) 
Hepburn, Lonnie 5-11 180 25 3 Texas Southern 
Munsey, Nelson 6-1 185 25 2 Wyoming 


If Colts expect to improve, they'll have to bolster this area. Stukes got 
poor grades in ’72. Hepburn is a Miami reject. Munsey is unproven. Bruce 
Laird could move here from safety. PERF. QT.: 4, 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Volk, Rick (W) 6-3 195 28 7 ~=Michigan 
Mildren, Jack (S) 6-1 199 23 2 Oklahoma 
Laird, Bruce (W) 6-0 185 23 2 American Int. 
Kern, Rex (S) 6-1 190 24 4 Ohio State 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Laird, the rookie surprise of last year, played so well Jerry Logan was dealt 
to the Rams. As a bonus he led the AFC in kick returns. Volk is still among 
the league's best. Mildren, Kern are interesting to have around, PERF. Q.: 2. 
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R OFFENSIVE UNIT 


BALTIMORE COLTS 


Home: Sept. 23——New York Jets; Sept. 30—New Orleans; Oct. 
28—Oakland; Nov. 4—Houston; Nov. 25—Buffalo; Dec, 9— 
Miami; Dec. 16—New England. 


Away: Sept. 16—Cleveland; Oct. 7—-New England; Oct. 14— 
Buffalo; Oct. 21—Detroit; Nov. 11—Miami; Nov. 18—Wash- 
ington; Dec. 2—New York Jets. 


American Conference © Eastern Division 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
Prediction: Fifth 


Joe Paterno didn’t want it. He preferred to stay as 
head coach of Penn State. Bob Devaney didn’t want it, 
either. The sedentary life of athletic director at Ne- 
braska seemed more attractive. Ara Parseghian of 
Notre Dame wouldn’t even consider it. Neither would 
John McKay of Southern California. 

“It” was the offer to become a millionaire by agree- 
ing to coach and general manage the New England 
Patriots. 

Chuck Fairbanks finally left his post as head coach 
at Oklahoma to accept the challenge—and the bread. 

Why would anyone turn down the chance to become 
a millionaire? The answer may rest with the bodies of 
ex-Patriot coaches and general managers, strewn around 
the squares, cobbled alleys and Common of Old Boston. 
The Patriots’ management, it seems, is with you, win 
or tie. 

The trouble is that Pats don’t win much or tie fre- 
quently enough. 

They went into the 1972 season with big hopes, 
buoyed by a fanastic rookie year enjoyed by wonder 
quarterback Jim Plunkett and a half-dozen victories, 
most by a Boston-area team in five years. 
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But Plunkett, given some of the worst pass protec- 
tion imaginable, was clobbered into a jittery state of 
mind. He threw the ball when he shouldn’t have and 
where it shouldn’t go. The decisive youngster of °71 
was the unsure sophomore of *72, and the team’s six 
Victories were sliced in half. 

Coach John Mazur and General Manager Upton Bell 
seemed to hold a competition to see who would survive. 
Neither did, although Bell lasted longer. When Mazur 
resigned under fire, Bell pioneered “rent-a-coach,” bor- 
rowing personnel scout Phil Bengtson from San Diego. 
It was a zany move by an organization that specializes 
in them. 

Things got even zanier when Bell was canned and 
then Bengtson found himself persona-non-grata when 
he returned to the Chargers. The only happy ending 
came for Bengtson, who was rehired as a Pats scout. 

Fairbanks moved quickly to do what he could about 
ridding his team of disquieting problems. He swapped 
Carl Garrett to Chicago for a first-round draft choice. 
Garrett was the team’s best back, but he thought he 
could play just as well without attending every prac- 
tice. Guard Mike Montler and middle linebacker Jim 
Cheyunski rapped the new boss for peddling Garrett, so 
they went too, in a trade with Buffalo along with de- 
fensive end Halvor Hagen. 

As replacements for the purgees, the Pats have three 
first round draftees and three ex-Buffalo Bills. The 
premium rookies are Sam-Bam Cunningham, the South- 
ern California fullback; John Hannah, Alabama’s mam- 
moth guard; and Purdue wide receiver Darryl Stingley. 
The ex-Bills are middle linebacker Edgar Chandler, full- 
back Wayne Patrick and linebacker Jeff Lyman, 

Plunkett would have been far better off if all six 
newcomers were offensive linemen like Hannah. Fair- 
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banks’ principal psychological chore will be to con- 
vince his quarterback that setting up to pass in the 
Patriots’ pocket does not constitute cruel and unusual 
punishment, 

To help with the protection Fairbanks may decide 
to use two fullbacks, Cunningham and Patrick, instead 
of using Josh Ashton as Cunningham’s partner. 

The selection of Stingley was something of a surprise 
in that the Pats are fairly well fortified at wide receiver. 
Last year’s top pick, Tom Reynolds, also was a wide 
receiver and he must beat out Randy Vataha to pay off 
on the Pats’ hopes for him. Reggie Rucker had a first- 
class season on the other side. 

The tight end situation was solved when Bob Wind- 
sor arrived in a trade with San Francisco, 

Only two teams in the NFL scored fewer points than 
the Pats. One of the reasons is that there was lack of 
a quality field-goal kicker, Charlie Gogolak, something 
of a gypsy in the trade, won the job at the close of the 
campaign and went a creditable six of eight. 

New England’s pass rush is mostly a matter of threat- 
ening gestures. The Pats got to enemy passers 15 times 
last year. That’s a fraction more than once a game. 
Julius Adams is the best of the sorry lot up front. There 
was big hope for Jim White last year but his promise 
never materialized. Surprisingly, the Pats didn’t pick a 
defensive lineman until the 16th round of the draft, 

Chandler inherits Cheyunski’s old middle linebacker 
job. Edgar has more speed than his predecessor but the 
former Georgia star is coming off knee surgery. The 
outside backers all are journeymen. 

Tf the pass rush was there, deep defenders like safety 
Honor Jackson and cornerbacks Ron Bolton and Larry 
Carwell might have a chance, The likelihood is that they 
won't, however. 
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7 Cincinnati 
21 Atlanta 
24 Washington 
14 Buffalo 
13 New York Jets 
3 Pittsburgh 
10 New York Jets 


Plunkett 
Dowling 


**Garrett 
Gogolak 
Ashton 
Walker 


Ashton 
**Garrett 

Plunkett 

Tarver 


Rucker 

Windsor 
** Garrett 

Vataha 


Jackson 
Harris 


Studstill 


**Garrett 
Carwell 


**Garrett 
Ashton 


SYMBOL **—Traded 


Rets 
15 


1972 RECORD (3-11) 
31-17 «Baltimore 
20 0 Miami 
23 424 = Buffalo 
38 0 Baltimore 
41 21) ~Miami 
33. 17 New Orleans 
34 21 Denver 
PASSING 
Comps YDs Lest 
169 2196 62 
29 383 42 
SCORING 
PATs 
0 
9 
0 
15 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs 
546 3 
488 5 
230 1 
132 1 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs 
681 3 
383 1 
410 0 
369 2 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs 
133 0 
45 0G 
PUNTING 
Yds 
2859 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs 
36 0 
2 tt] 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs 
410 0 
309 0 


honoPp 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Plunkett, Jim 6-2 220 «25 3 Stanford 
Dowling, Brian 6-2 210 26 2 Yale 
McAshan, Eddie 6-2 190 22 1 Georgia Tech 


Plunkett was shell shocked in his second season. He found out what it was 
to play without protection. Dowling is no answer. McAshan might figure 
in a wishbone offense experiment. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Ashton, Josh 6-1 205 24 2 ~~ Tulsa 
Cunningham, Sam 6-3 Zi) 21 1 Southern California 
Patrick, Wayne 6-1 246 «27 6 Louisville 
Tarver, John 6-3 227 =—24 2 (Colorado 
Davis, Charley 6-1 2I0. ‘aL 1 Alcorn A&M 
Brown, Ike 6-1 200 23 1 Western Kentucky 


Trade of Carl Garrett to Bears erased the team’s best running back. Ashton 
showed a few signs of promise in his first year. He's no Garrett, however. 
Cunningham should be the big guy, both as a ball carrier and bodyguard 
for Plunkett. There’s no Anthony Davis to overshadow him so Sam-Bam will 
get the ball more than he did as a college boy. Patrick is a hefty backup, 
acquired from Buffalo. He’s another bodyguard type. Brown is a Canadian 
League ace. PERF, QT.: 5. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Rucker, Reggie (W) 6-2 195. 25 4 Boston University 
Reynolds, Tom (W) 6-3 200 24 2 San Diego St. 
Windsor, Bob (T) 6-4 220 30 $7 Kentucky 
Vataha, Randy (W) 5-10 176 24 3 = Stanford 
Stingley, Darryl (W) 6-1 191 21 1 Purdue 
Adams, Bob (T) 6-2 225 27 4 Pacific 
Beer, Tom (1) 6-3 235 28 7 Houston 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Making Stingley a No. 1 draftee was a surprise since this is one of few 
areas where the Pats seem fairly well fortified. Rucker had a fine year after 
Kicking around with the Cowboys and Giants. Reynolds was the top pick 
a year ago. Vataha probably doesn’t have the size for steady work but he’s 
still dangerous as a part-time player. Ex-49er Bob Windsor was worth the 
price Pats paid in draft choices. If Plunkett gets protection, these guys 
could make headlines. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Neville, Tom (1) 6-4 260 30 #9 Mississippi State 
Reynolds, Bob (T) 6-5 265 34 11 ~ Bowling Green 
St. Jean, Len (G) 5-11 250 31 10 Northern Michigan 
Hannah, John (G) 6-2 265 22 1 Alabama 
Mortis, Jon (C) 6-4 254 31 10 = Holy Cross 
Adams, Sam (G) 6-3 252 24 $($}2 Prairie View 
Lenkaitis, Bill (G-C) 6-4 255), 27 6 Penn State 
Gallaher, Al (T) 6-3 250 21 1 = Southern California 
Dumler, Doug (C) 6-3 244 22 1 _ Nebraska 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (€)—Center 


Excedrin Headache No. 23456, Not enough muscle to keep the game’s top 
young quarterback from collecting an awesome amount of bruises. Too bad 
Pats couldn't use all three first-round picks to collect offensive linemen 
the caliber of Hannah. If he can’t step in as a rookie contributor, it will 
be a mortal blow. Flaws—he didn’t get to pass block much at Alabama and 
the Tide used a four-point stance, which is foreign to the NFL. Neville and 
Morris might have something to contribute but Reynolds is washed up at 34 
and St. Jean could have been had at a cheap price last winter. PERF. QT.: 5. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Gogolak, Charlie 5-10 170 28 #7 Princeton 
Walker, Mike 6-0 190 23 2 None 
Studstill, Pat 6-0 175 35 12 Houston 


Gogo didn't get the job until late, then he plunked six of eight field-goal 
tries. Still, he’s questionable. Walker gets another chance. Punter Studstill 
is losing the battle to Father Time. PERF. OT.: 4. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
White, Jim (E) 6-3 256 23 2 Colorado State 
May, Arthur (E) 6-3 245 24 2 Tuskegee 
Adams, Julius (T) 6-3 260 25 3 Texas Southern 
Cash, Rick (1) 6-5 248 28 5 Northeast Missouri 
Berger, Ron (E) 6-9 285 27 5 Wayne State 
Rowe, Dave (T) 6-7 280 28 7 Penn State = 
Wirgowski, Dennis (E-T) 6-5 Zor 25 4 Purdue 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


White has a lot of speed and he’s strong, but he was a disappointment as 
a rookie last year. May wasn’t a revelation as a freshman, either. Adams is 
still the team’s best pass rusher. Cash started late In the year. Rowe plays 
well against the run, The reserves are just so-so. PERF, OT.: 3, 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Weisacosky, Ed (0) 6-0 220 29 7 Miami 
Acks, Ron (0) 6-2 214 28 6 .£ Illinois 
Chandler, Edgar (M) 6-3 222 27 6 Georgia 
Cindrich, Ralph (M) 6-1 228 23 2. Pittsburgh 
Kadziel, Ron (0) 6-4 230 24 2 Stanford 
Blanchard, Dick (0) 6-3 225 24 2 Tulsa 
Lyman, Jeff (M) 6-2 230 23 2 Brigham Young 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


The situation here probably won't be settled until opening day, or possibly 
later. Weisacosky may elect to retire. Blanchard, an early-season starter as 
a rookie, lost his job to veteran Acks. This could be reversed under Coach 
Fairbanks. Kadziel had his moments as a freshman. Veteran Chandler, ac- 
quired from Buffalo, inherits the job in the middle. But Cindrich could 
change that. Lyman fights te make the team. PERF. QT-: 5. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Bolton, Ron 6-2 180 ©=23 2 Norfolk State 
Carwell, Larry 6-1 181 29 7 Iowa State 
Hoey, George 5-10 170 24 3 Michigan 
Johnson, Daryl 5-11 190 27 4 Morgan State 
Outlaw, John 5-10 180 28 #5 Jackson State 


This crew would look a lot better with a more muscular pass rush. Bolton 
and Hoey were not bad for youngsters. Bolton has a decent future. Johnson 
comes back after a series of injuries and off-field mishaps. Outlaw has speed 
and experience, Carwell surrenders some biggies but he has his moments, 
too. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Jackson, Honor (S) 6-2 198 24 2 ~~ «~Pacific 
McMahon, Art (S-W) 6-0 190 27 5 North Carolina St. 
Scott, Clarence (S) 6-2 186 29 5 Morgan State 
Dusek, Brad (S) 6-2 216 22 1 Texas A&M 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


McMahon and Scott definitely are in the journeyman category. Dusek could 
get his shot as a linebacker. Best news was the retum of Jackson from the 
banished list. He’s a comer. This is not an overpowering group. Expect 
changes to be made here. PERF. QT.: 4. 
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McMahon 
Harris 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


Home: Sept. 16—Buffalo; Sept. 23—-Kansas City; Oct. 7— 
Baltimore; Oct. 28—Miami; Nov. 11—New York Jets; Nov. 


18—Green Bay; Dec. 2—-San Diego. 


Away: Sept. 30—Miami; Oct. 14—New York Jets; Oct. 21— 
Chicago; Nov. 4—Philadelphia; Nov. 25—-Houston; Dec. 9— 
Buffalo; Dec. 16—Baltimore. 


American Conference e Central Division 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


Prediction: First 


A man close to the Pittsburgh Steelers inspected their 
list at the last common draft. He expressed admiration 
for the selections but wondered aloud how these young- 
sters could break into uniform on such a talent-laden 
veteran roster. 

“That’s their problem,” answered Coach Chuck Noll. 

But even making the Pittsburgh Steelers isn’t going 
to be nearly as tough as beating them in 1973. The 
Steelers are a team composed almost exclusively of 
youthful players. Youthful and skilled. 

The Steelers rolled to 17 victories in their 22 regular- 
season, playoff and preseason games. Of the five they 
lost, one was by two points, one by three, two by four 
and one by five. 

The Steelers just don’t have a major weakness and 
Noll admits it, which is rare for a pro coach. 

The only serious problem is at one defensive tackle. 
Ben McGee retired, but it was expected there would 
be no fall in efficiency since young Ernie Holmes had 
divided the time with McGee in 1972. But Holmes was 
involved in an off-season shooting incident on the Ohio 
Turnpike and it seemed likely that this would remove 
him from pro football for at least the *73 season. 
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Holmes’ replacement could be young Steve Furness, 
who played little last year but is considered a prospect. 
Furness’ lack of experience could be easily compen- 
sated for. 

The compensation would come in the form of the 
ferociousness of the three other Steeler forwards. 
There’s Joe Greene, possibly the best tackle in football. 
He was voted the American Conference Player of the 
Year on defense in °72. The ends are Dwight White, a 
coming star, and L. C. Greenwood, who pursues enemy 
quarterbacks like a rifle shot, 

So much for the weakness, Now for the assets. 

Besides Green, White and Greenwood, there is an 
offense which punished the enemy for 37 touchdowns 
and 28 field goals last year. Talk about balance, the 
Steelers averaged 5.1 yards per run last year and 4.8 
per pass. 

The Steelers actually were worried about their ground 
game before last season began. They needed a big 
back, they said, and they hoped their No. 1 draft choice, 
Franco Harris, would come along. He came along. 

Franco is the most exciting big back since Jim Brown. 
He didn’t even break into the starting lineup until the 
fifth game last year, but then six times he ran for more 
than 100 yards in a game. He totaled 1,055 for the 
season, 

It doesn’t end there. 

The Steelers have wunderkind quarterback Terry 
Bradshaw. He has receivers like Ron Shanklin and 
Frank Lewis to whom he can throw. He has Franco 
and swift Frenchy Fuqua to outflank the enemy on the 
ground or catch more of his passes. 

When the Steelers can’t make it all the way into the 
end zone, there is Roy Gerela. He kicked 28 field goals, 
more than any man in the AFC last year. 
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The Steelers’ line is first rate. Guard Bruce Van Dyke 
is the only one who makes Ail-Star lists, but his cohorts 
deserve more attention, The only aging member is cen- 
ter Ray Mansfield, 32, but he divided the playing time 
with fuzzy-cheeked Jim Clack last year. Any signs of 
faltering will be met by Clack’s promotion. Gerry Mul- 
lins and Jon Kolb, both converted from other positions, 
do a yeoman job at tackle and Sam Davis is a well- 
schooled guard. 

Defensively the Steelers’ assets do not end with their 
line, The outside linebackers rank with the most ad- 
mired in the NFL. One side boasts Andy Russell, a 
perennial visitor to the Pro Bowl. The other has Jack 
Ham, who vaulted to All-Star status in his second year 
as a pro. The man in the middle, Henry Davis, played 
so well in his debut as a starter that he, too, was se- 
lected for the Pro Bowl, 

The Pittsburgh cornerbacks were much criticized in 
*71, much praised in ’72. The 6-3, 205-pound Mel 
Blount is the prototype of NFL corners, not only ap- 
pearance but in performance. Not one touchdown pass 
was thrown over him in *72. The other corner, John 
Rowser, doesn’t have the physical tools of a Blount 
but he was efficient last year. 

Steeler followers crabbed about the safeties in ’71, 
too, but both Mike Wagner and Ralph Anderson, with 
help from Glen Edwards, improved greatly. 

While Noll sees hard times for rookies, Pittsburgh 
has been a place where they have roosted fast in the 
last couple of years. 

The first two picks this year were defensive backs. 
Corner Jim Thomas went first and he may challenge 
Rowser for a starting slot. Ken Phares was No. 2. He 
could end up contesting for a job with Anderson or 
maybe Wagner. 
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


1972 RECORD (12-4) 


28 16 Kansas City 
15 24 Cleveland 
19 23 Minnesota 
17. 30s“ Cleveland 
7 9 Houston 
3 24 San Diego 
21 13 Oakland [Playoff] 
17. «17: «~Miami [AFC Champlonship] 
PASSING 
Comps Yds Lest TDs Ints 
147 1887 78 12 12 
7 48 9 0 0 
2 23 14 0 0 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
35 28f 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs 
1055 10 75 
655 4 47 
346 7 20 
264 0 21 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lest 
669 3 57 
391 5 52 
277 1 78 
180 1 29 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
83 1 32 
77 0 35 
30 0 23 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
2846 72t 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds Lest 
202 0 54 
56 0 26 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
292 0 42 
183 0 32 


You never saw football coverage like 
Sports Illustrated's. Acres of super action 
pictures in color. Big game stories so alive 
they almost leap out of your hands. 


Predictions, Scouting reports. Living, breathing 
profiles of the great players. 

Unexpected football features. Total 

football from the first kickoff to the 

last play in the Super Bowl. 

Right now, tear out this card...fill it in 

... pass it to the nearest mailman. We 
— promise you more football than you 

ever got your hands on before. 

1) Please send me 23 weeks of SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 

and bill me later for $3.97. Or 
CL) Double my savings and send me 46 weeks for $7.94. 


Mr./Mrs./Miss {please print) 
Address Apt. # 
City State Zip 


This rate includes all postage and handling and is good in U.S. only. 
$70377 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Bradshaw, Terry 6-3 215 24 +=‘(4 Louisiana Tech 
Hanraity, Terry 6-1 210 25 5 Notre Dame 
Gilliam, Joe 6-2 187 22 2 Tennessee State 


Bradshaw should reach the top plateau of quarterbacking soon. He was a 
more disciplined player in '72. Gilliam showed interesting possibilities when 
Hanratty was hurt. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Harris, Franco 6-2 230 23 2 Penn State 
Fuqua, John 5-11 205 27 +5 Morgan State 
Davis, Steve 6-1 218 23 2 Delaware State 
Pearson, Preston 6-1 205 28 7 ~~ Hlinois 
Bankston, Warren 6-4 235 26 5 Tulane 


Harris was the instant superstar. Who knows how far he can go? They're 
starting to compare him with Jimmy Brown and it isn't that farfetched. He 
made Fuqua even more successful. Frenchy is saluted as a solid pro now. 
Davis did some interesting spot duty. Ex-starter Pearson still helps with 
kick returns. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Lewis, Frank (W) 6-1 196 26 3 Grambling 
Shanklin, Ron (W) 6-1 190 25 4 North Texas St. 
MeMakin, John (T) 6-3 232 22 2 Clemson 
Young, Al (W) 6-1 193 24 3 South Carolina St. 
Pearson, Barry (W) 5-11 185 23 2 Northwestern 
Brown, Larry (1) 6-4 229. «24 3. =Kansas 
Scolnik, Glenn (W) 6- 204 22 1 ‘Indiana 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Lewis’ burning speed was used to the fullest for the first time. He missed 
playoffs due to Injury and his loss might have kept the Steelers from advanc- 
ing further. Shanklin, a starter since his rookie year, can be counted on for 
big production and reliable catching. McMakin is not a speedball but he was 
steady and sound as a rookie. Brown could challenge when he comes off the 
injury list. Young filled in decently for Lewis at the end. PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Kolb, Jon (1) 6-2 262 26 #5 Oklahoma State 
Mullins, Gerry (T) 6-3 244 24 +3. Southern California 
Yan Dyke, Bruce (G) 62 255 29 8 Missouri 
Davis, Sam (G) 6-1 255 29 $7 Allen 


154 PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht We Age Exp College 


Mansfield, Ray (C) 6-3 260 32 11 Washington 
Holmes, Mel (G-T) 6-3 251 23 3 North Carolina A&T 
Gravelle, Gordon (1) 6-5 250 24 2 Brigham Young 
Clack, Jim (C) 6-3 250 25 3 Wake Forest 


Bernhardt, Roger (G) 6-4 239 «22 1 Kansas 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


This line is amazingly akin to Miami's—one All-Pro player, guard Van Dyke, 
and four strangers. They do the job, however. Kolb came up as a center but 
he converted into a better-than-average tackle. Ex-tight end Mullins made 
a smooth switch, even catches an occasional pass in double tight end for- 
mation. Van Dyke is a legitimate star, and Davis is solid. Mansfield still has 
many admirers, and Clack is ready to take over when he fades. Gravelle, 
last year’s No, 2 draftee, didn't make much of a dent. He still might. 
Holmes and rookie Bernhardt help the bench. PERF. QT.: 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Gerela, Roy 5-10 185 25 5 New Mexico St. 
Walden, Bob 6-1 190 35 10 Georgia 


Gerela had great year. He was “gift” from Houston, which soured on him. 
Walden still is a fine punter. PERF. QT.: 1. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 

White, Dwight (E) 6-4 255 24 3 East Texas St. 
Greenwood, L.C. (E) 6-6 245 27 5 = Arkansas AM&N 
Greene, Joe (T) 6-4 275 26 5 North Texas St. 
Holmes, Ernie (1) 6-3 260 25 2 Texas Southern 
Furness, Steve (1) 6-4 Zon iZe 2 Rhode Island 
Hanneman, Craig (E) 6-3 240 24 2 Oregon State 


(E}—End (T)—Tackle 


This could be the best defensive line in the game. Greene just plain intimi- 
dates the opposition. He was the AFC's top defensive player last year. 
Speed and pursuit of ends White and Greenwood make Steelers less vul- 
nerable to wide stuff than most defenses. Holmes was ticketed to succeed 
retired tackle Ben McGee—Ernie got into trouble in the off-season. Furness 
could be the answer here. PERF. QT.: 1. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Ham, Jack (0) 6-1 225, 24 3 ‘Penn State 
Russell, Andy (0) 6-2 225 32 9 Missouri 
Davis, Henry (M) 6-3 225 30 6 Grambling 
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LINEBACKERS (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Bradley, Ed (M) 6-2 239 23 2 Wake Forest 
Stenger, Brian (0) 6-4 241 26 5 Notre Dame 
Webster, George (0) 6-4 220 27 #7 Michigan State 
Clark, Gail (0) 6-1 220 22 1“ Michigan State 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Ham and Russell rank with best outside tandems in the NFL. Jack fully 
bloomed as star in his second pro season. He has knack for deadly inter- 
ceptions. Andy is still quick and sure at 32. Davis got his first shot at start- 
ing and enemy looked upon him as a possible weakness. They soon found 
otherwise, as he proved himself an asset. The bench could be first rate if 
Webster could rebound to, say, three-quarters of his former effectiveness, 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Blount, Mel 6-3 205 25 4 Southern 
Rowser, John 6-1 190 29 7 = Michigan 
Dockery, John 6-0 18529 6 Harvard 
Thomas, Jim Cie —190),-22 1 ‘Florida State 


Blount and Rowser, pigeons in ‘71, played well in ’72. Fierce pass rush 
helped them a lot. Thomas was the No. 1 draftee, so Coach Noll likely has 
an eventual change in mind. Dockery, an ex-Jet, played some when others 
were hurt. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Wagner, Mike (S) 6-1 210 24 +3 Western Illinois 
Anderson, Ralph (W) 6-1 180 24 3 West Texas St. 
Edwards, Glen (S-W) 6-0 185 26 3 Florida A&M 
Phares, Ken (W) 6-1 183-22 1 Mississippi State 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Pass rush was big aid here, too. Wagner and Anderson improved during their 
second seasons. Edwards came up with big plays during the playoffs. How- 
ever, Phares was the second draft pick so changes may be in the wind. 
PERF. QT.: 3. 
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rat OFFENSIVE UNIT 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


Home: Sept. 16—Detroit; Sept. 23—-Cleveland; Oct. 7—San 
Diego; Oct. 28—Cincinnati; Nov. 5—Washington; Nov. 18— 
Denver; Dec. 9—Houston, 


Away: Sept. 30—Houston; Oct. 14—Cincinnati; Oct. 21— 
New York Jets; Nov. 11—Oakland; Nov. 25—-Cleveland; Dec. 
3—Miami; Dec. 15—San Francisco. 


American Conference e Central Division 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Prediction: Second 


Someone asked Paul Brown, the imperious head- 
master of the Cincinnati Bengals, what kind of a draft 
his team had last winter. 

Brown fixed an icy glare upon his interrogator. “We 
always have a good draft,” he said. 

It may sound like arrogance, but who can argue? 
The Bengals keep getting better and better. A few years 
ago they made the playoffs, mostly on Brown’s guile 
and baling wire. Then they slipped to a woeful record 
in 1971. But last year they were up to eight victories in 
the tightly contested Central Division of the AFC. This 
season they could be the surprise team of the league. 

Brown’s drafts certainly have been spectacular. The 
last few re-upholstered his defense with stars like tackles 
Mike Reid and Ron Carpenter, end Sherman White and 
free safety Tommy Casanova. In this latest one he 
moved to cure a pass-receiving deficiency by using his 
first three picks for wide receivers Isaac Curtis of San 
Diego State and Tim George of Carson-Newman along 
with Oklahoma tight end Al Chandler. 

Since Chip Myers finished third in the AFC with 57 
catches, Curtis, the No, 1 draftee and one of the fastest 
sprinters in the world, will challenge Charlie Joiner on 
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the other side. Joiner came to the Bengals at mid-season 
last year in a swap with Houston which sent running 
backs Fred Willis and Paul Robinson to Houston. Line- 
backer Ron Pritchard also became a Bengal in the deal. 
And since Bob Trumpy had his usual productive year 
at tight end, catching 44 passes, Chandler will battle 
Bruce Coslet for the backup action. 

An eyen more intriguing item might be the identity 
of the quarterback who throws passes to all those 
catchers. Last season young Ken Anderson forged 
ahead of Virgil Carter as the starter, Anderson was just 
in his second campaign as a pro and he got his college 
training at Augustana, not exactly a football factory. 
So his best days seem ahead of him, 

He completed 56.8 per cent of his passes last year 
and had one of the lowest interception rates in the NFL, 
2.3, but he threw only seven touchdown passes. 

What could complicate things mightily is if Greg 
Cook, on whose shoulders the Bengals’ future once 
rested, returns from his three-season limbo to play 
again. Cook was Rookie of the Year in 1969. But he 
hurt his right shoulder late in the season and then rein- 
jured it in a basketball game the following winter. He 
hasn’t thrown a ball in an official football game since. 

Misfortune followed misfortune as Cook aborted on 
several comeback attempts. He’s undergone surgery and 
therapy and all sorts of would-be cures. Then last win- 
ter the pain in his shoulder seemed to subside and the 
strength returned. Cook pronounced himself the man 
to beat out for the job. 

The Bengals are holding a rabbit’s foot. Tightly. 

Whoever plays quarterback will find himself in com- 
mand (or at least semi-command, considering Paul 
Brown’s tradition of play-calling) of one of the more 
well-balanced offenses in pro football. Cincinnati fin- 
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ished third in the AFC in passing last year and sixth in 
rushing. 

The runners aren’t spectacular—lightweight and 
speedy Essex Johnson is the most effective—but they 
don’t have to be since the Bengal offensive line is both 
young and experienced, which is desirable. The other 
most-used backs are Jess Phillips and Doug Dressler. 

The line is keyed by center Bob Johnson, the team 
captain, and an improving young tackle, Vernon Hol- 
land. Converted tackle Howard Fest does a strong job 
opposite messenger guards Guy Dennis and Pat Mat- 
son. Sophomore Stan Walters and Rufus Mayes, who 
returns from the injured list, fight it out for the other 
tackle assignment. 

Placekicker Horst Muhlmann made the Bengals’ 
early-season 15-10 upset victory over Pittsburgh an 
almost-personal victory by kicking five field goals. He 
finished 27 for 40. 

Brown’s moves to improve the defense are paying off. 

Reid established himself as the best pass-rushing 
tackle in the NFL last year. White earned a starting 
assignment at end almost from the start. He was the 
No. 1 draftee. The No. 2 pick, Casanova, did even bet- 
ter. He was the AFC’s top rookie defender, intercepted 
five passes and finished second in punt returns. 

Reid, White, Carpenter and experienced Royce 
Berry give the Bengals a fine line. The linebacking also 
is first rate with Bill Bergey in the middle, flanked by 
tough Al Beauchamp and either Ken Avery or Prit- 
chard. Pritchard could be a factor with a Bengal train- 
ing camp in his favor. 

The secondary is gaining a good reputation. Casa- 
nova’s presence helps it. He is the ideal free safety. 
Before he broke in, cornerback Lemar Parrish earned 
all the applause, He’s a good one. 


160 CINCINNATI BENGALS 
1972 RECORD (8-6) 


31 New England 7 17 Pittsburgh 40 
15 Pittsburgh 10 «14 Oakland 20 
6 Cleveland 27 +19 Baltimore 20 
21 Denver 10 13 Chicago 3 
23 Kansas City 16 13 New York Giants 10 
12 Los Angeles 15 24 Cleveland 27 
30 Houston 7 61 Houston 17 
PASSING 

Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pet 

Anderson 301 i71 1918 65 7 7 56.8 

Carter 82 47 579 36 3 4 67.3 
SCORING 

TDs PATs FGs Total 

Muh!mann 0 30 27 111 

Dressler 7 0 0 42 

E. Johnson 6 0 0 36 

Anderson 3 0 0 18 
RUSHING 

Atts Yds TDs Lygst Avg 

E. Johnson 212 825 4 19 3.9 

Dressler 128 565 6 43 44 

Phillips 48 207 1 20 4.3 

Anderson 22 94 3 18 4.3 
RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Myers 57 792 3 42 13.9 

Trumpy 44 500 2 38 11.4 

Dressler 39 348 1 33 8.9 

E. Johnson 29 420 2 65 14.5 

INTERCEPTIONS 

Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Casanova 5 108 0 33 21.6 

Parrish 5 $0 2 33 18.0 

Adams 3 44 0 19 14.7 
PUNTING 

Punts Yds Lest Avg 

Lewis 66 2777 60 42.1 

PUNT RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Lest Ave 

Casanova 30 289 lit 66T 9.6 

Parrish 15 141 lit 51 9.4 

KICKOFF RETURNS 

Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

Jackson 21 509 0 62 24.2 

Parrish 15 348 0 45 23.2 


SYMBOLS +—Conference leader 
ti—tied for conference lead 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Anderson, Ken 6-2 211 «24 3 Augustana 
Carter, Virgil 6-0 shy ef 6 Brigham Young 
Cook, Greg 6-4 215 25 2 ‘Cincinnati 


Anderson could be ready to produce on a steady basis in his third season. 
Carter is being phased out. It would be a wonderful bonus if Cook could lick 
his shoulder problems. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Johnson, Essex 5-10 201 26 6 Grambling 
Dressler, Doug 6-2 228 25 4 Chico State 
Phillips, Jess 6-1 205 26 6 Michigan State 
Morrison, Reece 60 207 27 6 Southwest Texas St. 
McCall, Bob 6-0 205 22 1 Arizona 


Bengals gave up depth in Paul Robinson and Fred Willis for wide receiver 
Charlie Joiner and linebacker Ron Pritchard. Johnson could be a first-rate 
back this year and Dressler is a plugger. Phillips will be watched closely 
after a two-year slump. Ex-Brown Morrison is no answer. Maybe rookie McCall 
is. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Myers, Chip (W) 6-5 210 28 6 Northwest Oklahoma 
Joiner, Charlie (W) 5-11 188 25 5 Grambling 
Trumpy, Bob (T) 6-6 228 427 6 Utah 
Thomas, Speedy (W) 6-1 170 27 5 Utah 
Curtis, Isaac (W) 6-1 193° 22 1 San Diego St. 
George, Tim (W) 6-5 228 «21 1 Carson-Newman 
Chandler, Al (T) 6-2 233 «22 1 Oklahoma 
Coslet, Bruce (1) 6-3 227 26 5 Pacific 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Big happenings should pump up Bengal receiving corps. For one thing, 
Joiner, once called the “next Warfield,” will be with them throughout train- 
ing camp. He came at mid-season from the Oilers. Top draftee was Curtis, 
a :09.1 sprinter and one of the world’s fastest humans. A good footballer, 
too. No. 2 pick was Oklahoma’s tight end, Chandler. No. 3 was a first-rate 
sleeper, George. Both Myers and Trumpy are reliable bread-and-butter 
receivers. The pressure is on Thomas. PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wi Age Exp College 


Holland, Vernon (1) 6-6 268 25 3 ‘Tennessee State 
Walters, Stan (1) 6-6 270 24 2 Syracuse 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Fest, Howard (G) 6-6 262 27 6 Texas j 
Matson, Pat (G) 6-0 245 29 8 Oregon D 
Johnson, Bob (C) 6-5 262 26 6 Tennessee 

Mayes, Rufus (T) 6-5 260 25 5 Ohio State 

Dennis, Guy (G) 6-2 255 26 5 Florida 

Lawson, Steve (G) 6-3 265 23 3 Kansas 

DeLeone, Tom (C) 6-2 252" 23 2 Ohio State 

Shinners, John (G) 6-3 255 26 5 Xavier 


(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Not only is this one of the biggest lines in captivity, but one of the best. 
Holland is ready for stardom in season No. 3. Walters was a big surprise as 
a fill-in for Mayes when Rufus was injured. They'll battle now. Fest made 
the switch from tackle, where he was a starter. Matson and Dennis carry 
Coach Brown's directions. Both can play as well as deliver messages, It is 
amazing that a center like Johnson could have played five years without 
attracting more All-Pro votes. Lawson could sprout this term. He'll be 
pushed. DeLeone is a capable backup. Shinners, one-time No. 1 for New 
Orleans, may thrive in his hometown. PERF. QT.: 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
MuhImann, Horst 6-0 219 33 5 None 
Lewis, Dave 6-2 227 27 4 Stanford 


Muhlmann had a mid-season slump but he’s still one of the better place- 
kickers. Lewis is a quality punter. PERF. QT.: 1, 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Berry, Royce (E) 6-4 250). 27 5 Houston 
White, Sherman (E) 6-5 255 24 2 = California 
Reid, Mike (T) 6-3 255 26 4 Penn State 
Carpenter, Ron (T) 6-5 261 25 4 North Carolina St. 
Johnson, Ken (E) 6-6 265 25 3 Indiana 


Chomyszak, Steve (T) 6-6 269 29 7 ~~ ‘Syracuse 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


Reid may be the best interior pass rusher in football today. He is amazingly 
quick. In his third season he made consensus All-Pro. White, the top draftee 
last year, made the NFL All-Rookie team. Berry doesn’t get much ink, but 
he makes a lot of big plays. Carpenter started his pro career as an end but 
seems to have settled down as a tackle. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Beauchamp, Al (0) 6-2 237 29 6 Southern 
Avery, Ken (0) 6-0 227 29 7 So. Mississippi 
Bergey, Bill (M) 6-3 243 27 5 Arkansas State 
Pritchard, Ron (0) 6-1 235 26 5 Arizona State 
Peterson, Bill (0) 6-3 228 28 ##$|.5 San Jose St. 
Adams, Doug (M) 6-1 222 24 3 Ohio State 
LeClair, Jim (0) 62 226 23 2 _ North Dakota 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


A solid, if unspectacular group. Bergey, the tough policeman, stops traffic 
going up the middle. Beauchamp Is another meanie who plays the run well. 
Ex-Giant Avery might be pressed to hang onto his job now that ex-Oiler 
Pritchard gets to spend a full camp with Cincinnati. LeClair did a lot of 
watching and learning in '72. Coach Brown will observe his progress with 
an eye toward promotion. Peterson and Adams are capable subs. PERF. 
QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Parrish, Lemar 5-11 184 25 4 Lincoln 
Riley, Ken BelY, 8h <25 5 ‘Florida A&M 
Jackson, Bernard 6-0 178 23 2 Washington State 


Parrish must be mentioned with the NFL's better corners. He’s dangerous 
with the ball, which is why he gets kick return duty. Riley is better than 
average. Jackson is satisfactory. PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Craig, Neal (S) 6-1 191 25 3 ‘Fisk 
Casanova, Tommy (W) 6-2 202 22 2 Louisiana State 
Kellerman, Ernie (S) 6-0 183-28 7 Miami (Ohio) 
Jones, Bob (W-S) 6-1 194 22 1 ‘Virginia Union 
($)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Casanova was a spectacular rookie find, just what Brown wanted for his 
free safety position. He'll beat you with a punt in his arms, too. Craig 
steadily improved after winning his job. Unheralded rookie Jones could 
challenge ex-Brown Kellerman, PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Calan UNIT 


WR 
Myers 
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CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Home: Sept. 23—Houston; Oct. 7—Cleveland; Oct. 14— 
Pittsburgh; Oct. 21—Kansas City; Nov. 18—New York Jets; 
Noy. 25—St. Louis; Dec. 2—Minnesota. 


Away: Sept. 16—Denver; Sept. 30—San Diego; Oct. 28— 
Pittsburgh; Nov. 4—Dallas; Nov. 11—Buffalo; Dec. 9— 
Cleveland; Dec. 16——Houston. 


American Conference e Central Division 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 
Prediction: Third 


They said it couldn’t be done. From the way the Cleve- 
land Browns played during the 1972 exhibition season it 
appeared that “they” were right. The pronouncement was 
that the Browns were finished as a serious playoff con- 
tender. 

All during the summer the Browns struggled and 
stumbled and treaded water in a pool of defeat. If any- 
thing, the team and its young quarterback, Mike Phipps, 
seemed to regress. But Nick Skorich, the fatherly head 
coach, is a patient guy who weathered the losses and an 
equally depressing concentration of injuries to his de- 
fensive ends. 

In the last nine games of the regular season the Browns 
won eight, finishing as a playoff qualifier for the ump- 
teenth time. Their first foe in the post-season round was 
the eventual world champion, the Miami Dolphins. 

Cleveland was the sacrificial lamb. The casting looked 
good as Miami jumped to a 10-0 lead, but by the fourth 
quarter the lambs were leading, 14-13. The Dolphins 
finally won, 20-14, but the Browns made them sweat 
more than they had all year. 

Maybe Cleveland does win by force of habit, but the 
Browns should be a stronger team this season than they 
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were last. They'll need to be to overtake the powerful 
Pittsburgh Steelers and the improving Cincinnati Bengals. 

The biggest thing the Browns have going for them is 
the growing maturity of Phipps. Mike almost seemed to 
fight himself until Skorich gave him the job outright in 
the second game of last season. But then Phipps started 
looking like the quarterback people thought he was when 
he starred at Purdue. The Browns won 10 of 13 games 
under his hand, 

The Browns moved to give Phipps a bright young bat- 
tery mate when they used one of their first-round draft 
picks to select Steve Holden, the Arizona State All- 
America. If Holden can crack the starting lineup as a 
rookie it likely would be at the expense of Fair Hooker. 
The other incumbent wide receiver, Frank Pitts, caught 
eight touchdown passes last season. Pitts, Hooker, Holden 
and tight ends Milt Morin and Chip Glass may provide 
Phipps with a newly emphasized point of attack. 

The old standby running backs, Leroy Kelly and Bo 
Scott, have accounted for more than 4,000 yards in the 
Jast three seasons, but they are aging rapidly. Leroy picked 
up 811 yards last year but his longest run was 18 yards 
and his average a so-so 3.6. 

The problem is that the Browns don’t have any top 
young backs coming up to replace Bo and Kelly. They 
took a risk on draft day by tabbing Oklahoma star Greg 
Pruitt, but he dosen’t have the required size for an NFL 
ball carrier. 

The Browns are still in the process of rebuilding their 
offensive line, and that doesn’t help the runners. Tackles 
Bob McKay and Doug Dieken are promising, but rela- 
tively new at the game. Guard Gene Hickerson is a mossy 
36, With Fred Hoaglin traded to Baltimore, it remains 
for Jim Copeland to replace 34-year-old Bob DeMarco. 
The anchor is John Demarie, but it didn’t help last year 
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that he had to switch among three different line positions, 

One of the Browns’ priorities last year was to find a 
placekicker to replace Don Cockroft. But then Cockroft 
had a fantastic season. As a bonus, he punted for a 43.2 
average. 

One of the critical problems in Cleveland for the last 
several years has been linebacking, particularly the sensi- 
tive middle spot. Skorich tried a platoon of mike men last 
year, with Dale Lindsey getting the job almost by default. 
When he went into camp this season Skorich indicated 
he wasn’t all that satisfied with Lindsey, either. He sched- 
uled tryouts in the middle for his two outside backers, 
Billy Andrews and young Charley Hall. 

If one of them does click, John Garlington, a onetime 
starter, likely would be restored to the varsity lineup. 

An even bigger problem for the defense last year was 
the crisis at defensive end. First Jack Gregory played out 
his option and signed with the New York Giants. That 
deleted an All-Pro pass rusher, Then Joe Jones, a young- 
ster with big potential, tore up a knee and required 
surgery that kayoed him for the season. One of the second- 
round draftees, Lester Sims, also went down with a leg 
injury and veteran Ron Snidow broke his leg. 

Now Jones and Sims return, although Snidow re- 
tired. They'll contend with Bob Briggs, ex-Bengal Nick 
Roman and maybe rookie Bob Crum of Arizona for 
regular work. Tackles Walter Johnson and Jerry Sherk 
are considered among the NFL’s finest. 

For the last two seasons the Browns got big perform- 
ances out of first-round draftees who were inserted in 
the starting secondary. Two years ago it was cornerback 
Clarence Scott. Last year it was free safety Tom Darden. 
This year’s candidate is Jim Steinke of Southwest Texas, 
who will challenge Scott’s cornerback partner, Ben Davis. 
Steinke was a second-round pick. 


10 Green Bay 
27 ‘Philadelphia 
27 Cincinnati 
7 Kansas City 
0 Chicago 
23 Houston 
27 Denver 
20 Houston 


Phipps 
*Nelsen 


Cockroft 
Pitts 
Kelly 
Phipps 


Kelly 

B. Scott 
Phipps 
Brown 


Pitts 
Hooker 
Morin 
Kelly 


Darden 
Davis 


Cockroft 


Majors 
Darden 


Brown 
Majors 


SYMBOL *—Retired 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 
1972 RECORD (10-5) 


26 21 San Diego 
17 = 26_:s~@Pittsburgh 
6 27 Buffalo 
31 0 Pittsburgh 
17 27 ~~ Cincinnati 
17 26 New York Jets 
20 14 Miami [Playoff] 
0 
PASSING 
Comps Yds Lgst TDs | 
144 1994 80 13 
14 141 26 0 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
28 22 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lest 
811 4A 18 
571 2 27 
256 5 18 
114 2 14 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
620 8 80 
441 2 43 
540 Zz 36 
204 1 28 
INTERCEPTIONS 
¥ds TDs Lest 
64 0 20 
10 0 10 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
3498 65 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lest 
96 0 41 
61 0 37 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
473 0 47 
222 0 40 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Phipps, Mike §-3 208 25 4 Purdue 
Horn, Don 6-2 195 28 7 San Diego St. 
Mattingly, Randy 6-4 206 22 1 Evansville 


Coach Skorich’s patience with Phipps paid off. It looks as if Mike will be a 
good one after all. Horn was bought from Denver as an insurance policy. Mat- 
tingly will taxi. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Kelly, Leroy 6-0 202 31 10 # Morgan State 
Scott, Bo 6-3 215 30 5 Ohio State 
Brown, Ken 5-10 203 27 +4 # None 
Pruitt, Greg 5-10 186 22 1 Oklahoma 
Lefear, Billy 5-11 197 23 2 Henderson State 


There's worry here about advancing age of starters Kelly and Scott. Leroy is 
still a good back but you wouldn’t rate him in any top 10. Best newcomer 
is Oklahoma's Pruitt, but at his size can he stand the gaff as a starter? 
Brown had his best year, Lefear caused a small spark during the exhibition 
season. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 

Pitts, Frank (W) 6-3 199 29 9 Southern 
Hooker, Fair (W) 6-1 190 26 5 Arizona State 
Morin, Milt (1) 6-4 236 630 8 Massachusetts 
Holden, Steve (W) 6-1 192), 22 1 ‘Arizona State 
Glass, Chip (T) 6-4 235 26 5 _ Florida State 
Richardson, Gloster (W) 6-2 200 31 7 ~~ Jackson State 
Staroba, Paul (W) 6- 204 «24 2 Michigan 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


Pitts had his best pro year, catching eight touchdown passes to give Browns 
needed punch. Hooker isn’t a bad possession catcher, But he'll likely lose his 
Job to Holden, the No. 1 draftee. Scouts rave about his potential. Richard- 
son is not a bad pinch hitter. Morin remains one of the league's classier 
tight ends. Milt does everything pretty well. Glass is a good backup and 
partner in double tight end formation. Staroba fights to stick. PERF. QT.: 2. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Dieken, Doug (T) 6-5 254 24 3 Illinois 
McKay, Bob (7) 6-5 260 25 4 ‘Texas 
Demarie, John (G) §-3 246 28 7 Louisiana State 
Hickerson, Gene (G) 6-3 252 36 16 Mississippi 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Copeland, Jim (C) 6-2 243 «28 7 ‘Virginia 

Adams, Pete (T-G) 6-4 260 22 1 Southern California 
Pena, Bubba (G) 6-2 250 24 2 Massachusetts 
Morris, Chris (T) 6-3 250 23 2 ‘Indiana 

DeMarco, Bob (C) 6-2 248 34 13 ~ Dayton 

Carollo, Joe (T) 6-2 265 33 12 Notre Dame 


(1) —Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


The rebuilding job continues. Progress was made last year with good develop- 
ment of tackles Dieken and McKay. Adams, a first-round choice, could make 
it soon as successor to Hickerson, a graybeard at 36. Gene's still not bad 
for a guy in his 16th pro season. Copeland, an ex-guard, should move ahead 
of ex-Dolphin DeMarco, whe is 34 but provided first-class play when picked 
to start due to injuries. Demarie is probably the best offensive lineman on 
the club. Fresh blood could mean the final tick of the clock for Carollo, Pena 
is running out of shots. Morris played little. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Cockroft, Don 6-1 195 28 6 Adams State 


Cockroft did it all as punter and placekicker. PERF. QT.: 2. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Jones, Joe (E) 6-6 250 25 2 Tennessee State 
Roman, Nick (E) 6-3 244 25 4 Ohio State 
Sherk, Jerry (1) 6-4 258 25 4 Oklahoma State 
Johnson, Walter (T) 6-4 265 30 3 __Los Angeles St. 
Briggs, Bob (T-E) 6-4 258 28 6 Heidelberg 
Jackson, Rich (E) 6-3 255 32 8 Southern 
Crum, Bob (E) 6-5 Zao 122 1 Arizona 
Sims, Lester (E) 6-4 250 23 1 Alabama State 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


Johnson and Sherk, two outstanding tackles, are the feature of this line. 
They rank up there with the NFL's best. The big need is for Turkey Jones 
to make full recovery from the knee injury which dry-docked him in 72. 
He can provide a needed pass rush. Roman, an ex-Bengal, did competent 
fill-in work. Crum, a high draftee, has stuff to make a quick contribution. It 
would help since chronic knee injury dims Jackson’s career and Ron Snidow 
retired. Briggs is a handy fellow to carry on a roster. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Andrews, Bill (0) 6-0 220 28 7 Southeast Louisiana 
Hall, Charley (0) 6-3 220 24 3 Houston 
Lindsey, Dale (M) 6-2 223 «30 3 Western Kentucky 
Garlington, John (0) 6-1 218 27 6 Louisiana State 
Houston, Jim (O-M) 6-3 236 35 14 Ohio State 
Kingrea, Rich (M) 6-1 233.24 3 Tulane 
Long, Mel (M) 6-0 228 26 2 Toledo 
Dorris, Andy (0) §-4 220-22 1 New Mexico St. 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


It would benefit the Browns if they arrived at a working combo at line- 
backer and stayed with it. Constant shifting has hurt in the last few sea- 
sons. Andrews is relatively unheralded but he is steady. Lindsey is a journey- 
man in the middle. Hall could make it big in his third pro season. Houston's 
time has passed at age 35. Garlington might muscle his way into the starting 
lineup again. Kingrea and Long get another look in the middie but odds are 
against them. Dorris lacks speed. PERF. QT.: 4. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Scott, Clarence 6-0 180 24 3 “Kansas State 
Davis, Ben 5-11 180 27 6 Defiance 
Brooks, Clifford 6-1 190 24 2 Tennessee State 
Steinke, Jim 6-1 185 22 1 Southwest Texas St. 


One of these days Scott is going to pop up on the All-Pro lists. Davis does 
a solid if unspectacular job. Brooks is good enough to push somebody out 
of a job. Maybe he or rookie Steinke will oust Davis. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Sumner, Walt (S) 6-1 195 26 5 ‘Florida State 
Darden, Tom (W) 6-2 195° 23 2 Michigan 
Majors, Bobby (W-S) 6-1 193 24 2 Tennessee 

(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Darden was one of the top rookies of the ’72 season. He gave pros the same 
type of leadership he provided at Michigan. Sumner is a competent fellow. 
Majors has no speed. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Sina® 
Briggs 
Jones 
AA 
iy 

Dicken 
Aédims* 
Cudio 
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Pa OFFENSIVE UNIT 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


Home: Sept. 16—Baltimore; Sept. 30—New York Giants; Oct. 
15—Miami; Oct. 21—Houston; Oct. 28—San Diego; Noy. 25 
—Pittsburgh; Dec. 9—Cincinnati. 


Away: Sept. 23—Pittsburgh; Oct. 7—Cincinnati; Nov. 14— 
Minnesota; Nov. 11—Houston; Nov. 18—Oakland; Dec. 2 
—Kansas City; Dec. 16—Los Angeles. 


American Conference e Central Division 


HOUSTON OILERS 


Prediction: Fourth 


The television cameras zoomed in on a youngster doz- 
ing away in the Astrodome during the late stages of a 
mid-season Monday night television game last year. If 
they had returned at the end of the season, they might 
have caught him and a lot of his fellow Houstonians 
asleep early in the first quarter. 

The Oilers actually seemed to get worse as they went 
along. 

Their 1-13 won-lost record qualified them for the No. 
1 pick in the draft, but it was Houston’s luck that no 
“franchise saver” was among last year’s crop. Instead 
they picked a defensive tackle who played his football 
in relative obscurity at Tampa U., huge John Matuszak. 

Many NFL watchers felt the Oilers would have been 
better off swapping the pick. There is no doubt that the 
Texas club could use experienced hands in almost every 
area, and more than a dozen arrived via trades. 

Possibly the strongest move made by the Oilers came 
after the draft. Sid Gillman, long-time impresario of the 
San Diego Chargers, was taken aboard as general man- 
ager of the team. Gillman is expected to offer some needed 
guidance to Bill Peterson, an old friend, who abandoned 
college coaching last year for what was supposedly a life- 
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time contract with Houston, The *72 season must have 
seemed like a lifetime to Pete. 

It may have seemed more than that to the young 
quarterback, Dan Pastorini. Pastorini finished his rookie 
season, *71, in a blaze of glory, prompting hopes of a 
glorious future. But all that his second season could offer 
was near-trauma. The kind of protection Houston’s of- 
fensive line offered him was cruel. 

Pastorini’s chief hope for better protection could come 
from the medics. Three would-be starters in the line are 
coming off injuries which kept them out of action in ’72. 
They are guards Jim Harvey and Rich Cheek and tackle 
Elbert Drungo, plus Jim Snowden, ex-Redskin tackle. 

The Oilers got the best of a deal which saw them trade 
guard Tom Regner to Baltimore for All-Star center Bill 
Curry. Curry was made available after he clashed with 
Colt General Manager Joe Thomas. 

Houston went into the *72 season desperately in need of 
running backs. The situation worsened. At mid-season 
Peterson was forced to trade two starters, linebacker Ron 
Pritchard and Charlie Joiner his best wide receiver, for 
two Cincinnati reserve runners, Paul Robinson and Fred 
Willis. Even so, the Oilers finished dead last in AFC 
rushing, 

Willis’ principal value was as an emergency dump-off 
receiver to Pastorini and the other beleaguered quarter- 
backs. The receiving corps was revamped through trades, 
with only one incumbent, Ken Burrough, in the running 
for a starting job. Billy Parks, from the Cowboys, should 
capture the other wide spot. In place of the departed 
Alvin Reed at tight end, Dave Parks from New Orleans, 
or Mack Alston from Washington, will start. 

The Oilers made a horrible mistake a year ago, junking 
Roy Gerela, who was a fantastically successful field- 
goaler for Pittsburgh. Houston, in turn, went through a 
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platoon of lesser kickers. But then Skip Butler, a failure 
with a half-dozen clubs, got hot and booted 12 of 19 
three-pointers. Peterson hopes he’s for real. 

Defensively the Oilers are demoralized, a condition 
brought about by losing and controversial coaching moves. 

Mike Tilleman, a first-class defensive tackle, demanded 
to be traded after last season and he was obliged. He 
went to Atlanta for a first-round draft choice. End Elvin 
Bethea wanted the same fate but he was denied. The brass 
thinks he’s too valuable and they’re right. 

Young veterans Tody Smith from Dallas and Al Cowl- 
ings from Buffalo will compete for jobs on the outside. 
Greg Sampson, last year’s No. 1 draftee, looked about 
two seasons away from realizing his potential. 

With Pritchard and Webster traded and Garland 
Boyette retired, the Oilers traded with St. Louis for two 
linebackers, Mike McGill and Jim Hargrove, and with 
Buffalo for Paul Guidry. Floyd Rice is the only reliable 
incumbent. 

The only place the Oilers have genuine defensive 
strength is cornerback. Willie Alexander is one of the 
NFL’s coming stars and Zeke Moore is a big, experienced 
speedster, Behind them is Benny Johnson, who might 
start for other clubs. 


Strong safety Ken Houston was the keystone of the 


big trade with Redskins, His place will be taken by Red- 
skins’ alumnus Jeff Severson or ex-Jet Gus Hollomon, 
acquired on waivers. The other side has Bob Atkins 
holding forth, at least for the moment. 

The Oilers represent opportunity unlimited for rookies, 
But if Matuszak is two years away, the Oiler brass may 
be jumping out of windows. The trade for Tilleman 
brought another first-round pick with which they selected 
Iowa State’s George Amundson. He was a quarterback in 
college but don’t bet he won’t be a starting running back, 


Ints 
12 


176 HOUSTON OILERS 
1972 RECORD (1-13) 
17 Denver 30 0 Cleveland 
13 Miami 34 17 Philadelphia 
26 New York Jets 20 10 Green Bay 
0 Oakland 34 20 San Diego 
7 ‘Pittsburgh 24 10 Atlanta 
17. Cleveland 23 3 Pittsburgh 
7 Cincinnati 30 17 Cincinnati 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs 
Pastorini 299 144 i711 82 "4 
*Nix 63 33 287 19 3 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs 
Butler 0 15 12 
Burrough 4 0 0 
Robinson 3 0 0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst 
eWillis 134 461 0 43 
* Robinson 107 449 3 30 
Pastorini 38 205 2 17 
Rodgers 71 204 2 14 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lest 
Willis 45 297 2 27 
eeSmith 30 316 0 25 
Burrough 26 521 4 80 
**Reed 19 251 0 29 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lgst 
Atkins 2 37 0 34 
Charles 2 6 0 6 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst 
Pastorini 82t 3381 63 
| PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lest 
**Houston 25 148 0 33 
| Moore 7 15 0 19 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lest 
Rodgers 17 335 0 32 
Johnson 13 230 0 29 
SYMBOLS **—Traded 


t+—Conference leader 


e—Combined Houston-Cincinnati record 
ee—Combined Houston-Pittsburgh record 


Avg 
17.7 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Pastorini, Dan 6-3 196 23 3 Santa Clara 
Hargett, Edd 5-11 190 26 5 Texas A&M 
Dickey, Lynn 6-4 210 23 3 Kansas State 


Pastorini regressed as a sophomore. Horrible protection caused him untold 
hardship. Dickey went down with a serious hip injury. Hargett played little 
with the Saints, PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Robinson, Paul 6-0 198 28 6 ~=Arizona 
Willis, Fred 6-0 212 «24 3 Boston College 
Rodgers, Willie 6-0 210 24 2 Kentucky State 
Jolley, Lewis 6-0 210 23 2 North Carolina 
Granger, Hoyle 6-1 225 28 8 Mississippi State 
Amundson, George 6-3 220 22 1 ___lowa State 


Oilers were so desperate for running backs they traded their best pass 
catcher, Charlie Joiner, and top linebacker, Ron Pritchard, to Cincinnati for 
Robinson and Willis at mid-season. Both would have big trouble starting for 
most NFL teams. Amundson was a running QB at lowa State. Oilers made 
him a first-round pick. They're in trouble if he doesn’t start. PERF. QT.: 4. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Parks, Billy (W) 6-1 185 8625 3  CalState-LongBeach 
Burrough, Ken (W) 6-4 210 24 4 Texas Southern 
Parks, Dave (T) 6-2 203 31 #410 # TexasTech 
Alston, Mack (T) 6-2 230 26 4 Maryland State 
Smith, Dave (W) 6-2 205 25 4 Indiana (Pa.) St. 
Beirne, Jim (W) 6-1 198 26 6 Purdue 
MeNeil, Clif (W) 6-2 187 32 10 Grambling 
Dawson, Rhett (W) 6-1 185 24 2 ‘Florida State 
Garrison, Edesel (W) 6-1 185 21 1 Southern California 
Mayo, Rich (1) 6-3 225 22 1 Morgan State 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


Burrough can break an opponent’s back with a spectacular catch or break 
his own team’s heart with a horrendous drop. Ex-Cowboy Billy Parks can be 
super when he puts his mind to it. Former Saint Dave Parks and Redskin 
alumnus Alston battle for the departed Alvin Reed’s job. Smith does nice 
work—when he's interested. McNeil can help in spots. Garrison’s stock 
slipped as a USC senior. Mayo has a chance to see action. Neither Beirne nor 
Dawson has much speed. PERF, QT.: 3. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Hi Wt Age Exp College 
Carr, Levert (T) 6-3 260 26 5 North Central St. 
Drungo, Elbert (T) 6-5 255 29 5 Tennessee State 
Harvey, Jim (G) 6-5 255 29 8 Mississippi 
Cheek, Rich (G) 6-3 256 24 3 Auburn 
Curry, Bill (C) 6-2 Ys ead f § Georgia Tech 
Snowden, Jim (T) 6-3 255) «3k S Notre Dame 
Funchess, Tom (T) 6-5 256 28 6 Jackson State 
Freelon, Solomon (G) 6-2 250 22 2 Grambling 
Saul, Ron (G) 6-2 255 24 4 Michigan State 
Murdock, Guy (C) 6-2 245 22 2 = Michigan 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Oiler coaches carried rabbits’ feet all winter. Sixty per cent of the offensive 
line is coming back from the injury list. Drungo missed all season with knee 
injury. Oilers claimed Cheek, an ex-Bill, and Harvey, an ex-Raider, off taboo 
injury list on the gamble they could help in ‘73. Curry, a quality center, 
was made available in the Colts’ purge. Carr was the most consistent Oiler 
lineman, which should tell you something. Ex-Redskin Snowden, also out 
all of ’72 with an injury, could crack the starting lineup. Funchess never has 
made complete use of his considerable skills. Murdock was a ’72 starter. 
By default. Freelon was unimpressive as rookie, PERF. QT.: 5. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Butler, Skip 6-1 200 25 3‘ Texas-Arlington 
Pastorini, Dan 6-3 196 23 3 Santa Clara 


Butler, a gypsy, finally had a representative season as kicker, going 12 for 
19. Pastorini is a solid punter. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Bethea, Elvin (E) 6-2 260 26 6 North Carolina A&T 
Smith, Tody (E) 6-5 245 24 3 Southern California 
Matuszak, John (1) 6-8 280 22 1 Tampa 
Sampson, Greg (T) 6-6 260 22 2 ~~ ‘Stanford 
Cowlings, Al (E) 6-4 250 26 4 Southern California 
Brooks, Leo (1) 6-6 263 25 4 Texas 
Fanucci, Mike (E) 6-4 225 23 2 Arizona State 
Rudolph, Council (E) 6-3 260 22 2 Kentucky State 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


Significant improvement depends on Matuszak’s progress and the perfor- 
mances of Smith and Cowlings. Each was a high draft pick a few years 
ago and their respective clubs, Dallas and Buffalo, gave up on them. 
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FRONT LINEMEN (Contd.) 

Matuszak has staggering physical tools, meanness and great potential. 
But Tampa isn’t the NFL. Bethea, one of the league's best, was unhappy 
last year. Maybe his new linemates wifi cheer him up. Sampson is a 
couple of years away. The rest are soggy. PERF. QT.: 3. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Rice, Floyd (0) ba preZdics 3. Alcorn A&M 
Guidry, Paul (0) 6-2 230 29 8 McNeese State 
Stincic, Tom (M) 6-4 230 26 5 Michigan 
McGill, Mike (0) 6-2 0235" °30 6 Notre Dame 
Hargrove, Jim (O-M) 6-3 225 28 6 Howard Payne 
Croyle, Phil (0) 6-3 220 «23 3 California 
Roberts, Guy (0) 6-1 215; 22 2 = Maryland 
Bingham, Greg (M) 6-2 $223! (24 1 Purdue 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Two starters, Ron Pritchard and George Webster, were traded for badly 
needed offensive help at mid-season of '72. Now linebacker is a critical posi- 
tion that the Oilers are trying to shore up with quantity because of lack of 
quality. The only bonafide man is Rice, who is just starting his second year 
as a first-teamer. Trades for ex-Bil] Guidry, ex-Saint Stincic, ex-Cardinals 
McGill and Hargrove could help, but they aren’t All-Pros. Bingham was a col- 
lege nose guard. PERF. QT.: 5. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Moore, Zeke 6-3 198 29 7 Lincoln 
Alexander, Willie 6-3 195 23 3 = Alcorn A&M 
Johnson, Benny 5-11 178 24 4 Johnson C. Smith 


This is the best-fortified defensive position. Moore might get plenty of ink 
on a team that helped him with a pass rush. Alexander took Johnson's job 
with polished play last year. PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Severson, Jeff (S) 6-1 180 «23 2  CalState-LongBeach 
Atkins, Bob (W) 6-3 210 26 6 Grambling 
Charles, John (S-W) 6-0 198 28 7 Purdue 
Hollomon, Gus (S) 6-3 195 27 6 Houston 
Haymond, Alvin (W) 6-0 194 31 10 Southern 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Young Severson is a comer, but can he replace the departed Ken Houston? 
lf he can’t, Hollomon, cut by the Jets, has a chance. Atkins and Charles 
are both inconsistent. Haymond, from Washington as is Severson, was 
acquired to return kicks. PERF. QT.: 4. 
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HOUSTON OILERS 


Home: Sept. 30—Pittsburgh; Oct. 7—Los Angeles; Oct. 14— 
Denver; Nov. 11—Cleveland; Nov. 25—New England; Dec. 
2—Oakland; Dec. 16—Cincinnati. 


{ 

Away: Sept. 16—New York Giants; Sept. 23—Cincinnati; Oct. 
21—Cleveland; Oct. 28—Chicago; Nov. 4—Baltimore; Nov. 
18—Kansas City; Dec. 9—Pittsburgh. 


American Conference e Western Division 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


Prediction: First 


George Blanda was recalling one day last year how 
much the Oakland Raiders used to rely on the pass, 

“One season we scored four touchdowns on the ground 
and 38 passing,” remembered Blanda. “I think that’s 
where our image as a ‘bomb’ team got started.” 

Last year the Raiders adjusted to a more balanced at- 
tack, scoring almost as often on the ground as through 
the air. It was dictated by the realities of present-day life 
in the National Football League. On one hand there was 
the new hash-mark rule, offering an avenue for teams that 
could run the ball. On the other hand there was evidence 
all around showing how teams were dying by the pass— 
Jim Kearney returning four interceptions for Kansas City 
touchdowns, Lemar Parrish returning two in one game 
for Cincinnati touchdowns. 

So the Raiders ran the ball 521 times last year. Only 
Miami ran it more among AFC teams. Maybe it was 
coincidence, but the Raiders returned to the throne in the 
Western Division after a year’s absence. 

The Raiders’ idea of a ground game is to unleash their 
frenzied fullback, Marv Hubbard, up the middle and have 
speedsters Charlie Smith and Clarence Davis going out- 
side for variety. Hubbard ran for 1,100 yards last year. 
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Smith had 686 and Davis a 5.1 average and six touch- 
downs in a spot role. 

Not that Oakland has abandoned its old image com- 
pletely. The Raiders didn’t promote any recollections of 
the pass-happy year about which Blanda reminisced, but 
the second-leading passer in the AFC was Daryle La- 
monica of Oakland. The leading receiver was Fred Bilet- 
nikoff of Oakland. 

The point is that the Raiders have the offensive ma- 
terial to execute any kind of attack they see fit. 

It all pivots around that spectacular line, Both tackles, 
Bob Brown and Art Shell, were picked for the Pro Bowl. 
So was guard Gene Upshaw. If George Buehler, the other 
guard, had played for some other team, he might have 
been selected. 

The center, Jim Otto, is the key. Otto tore up a knee 
in a preseason game and the expectation was that he would 
be on the operating table within 24 hours. Instead, Otto 
extended his consecutive game streak to 182 games. 

Biletnikoff’s penchant for leading the league in pass 
catching tends to overshadow his colleagues. But he, tight 
end Ray Chester and rookie Mike Siani caught 20 touch- 
down passes among them. Their versatility causes more 
problems for enemy defensive planners than any set of 
receivers in the league. 

Defensively, the big story for Oakland was the way the 
Raider thinkers rebuilt their line without missing a beat. 
In fact, a beat or two might have been picked up. 

First, the tackles of other years, Tom Keating and 
Carleton Oats, were asked to sit down in favor of rookie 
Otis Sistrunk and Art Thoms. Thoms, something of a flop 
ever since he came out of Syracuse as a No. | draftee, was 
spectacular. Sistrunk, a free agent whom the Raiders got 
cheap from L.A., was one of the most effective new- 
comers of the season. 
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Second-year end Horace Jones improved greatly and 
then Tony Cline was given Ben Davidson’s job after Big 
Ben got hurt. The Raider forwards were one of the fea- 
tures of a comeback that saw the team win its last six 
regular-season games. 

There was a lesser upheaval among the linebackers, but 
not by choice. Gerald Irons was the original choice in 
the middle, The youngster was supposed to replace Dan 
Conners. But then Gus Otto, the veteran outside backer, 
got hurt and Irons had to move to the vacated spot. 
Conners got a reprieve and made the most of it. 

The strong man is Phil Villapiano, just the type of 
quick, savvy outside backer who can be effective in the 
new world of Jinebacking created by the hash-mark rule. 

NFL quarterbacks are afraid to probe Willie Brown’s 
territory to see if age is wearing him down. He’s still 
among the most effective cornerbacks in the league. 
Another asset is Nemiah Wilson’s experience on the other 
side. 

Strong safety George Atkinson may have a physical 
problem against the bigger tight ends in the NFL, but his 
speed is worth it to the Raider coaches. The free safety, 
Jack Tatum, could develop into a genuine star in his third 
pro season. 

The Raider kicking game was not up to that of the rest 
of the NFL challengers last year. Blanda, now 45, went 
17 for 26 in the field-goal department. That isn’t bad but 
it’s not great, either. The punting was the real sticker. 
Jerry DePoyster’s average, 36.9 was the worst in the 
league and he had more punts blocked, three, than any 
other kicker in the NFL. 

As a result, the Raiders may be the first team in NFL 
history to draft a punter on the first round. He is Ray Guy 
of Southern Mississippi, who averaged 46.2 yards an at- 
tempt as a college senior. 
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OAKLAND RAIDERS 


1972 RECORD (10-4-1) 


34 20 Cincinnati 
14 «(37 _~—s«éDenver 
17. «26 ~=Kansas City 
0 21 San Diego 
16 24 New York Jets 
30 28 Chicago 
17 7 Pittsburgh [Playoff] 
27 
PASSING 
Comps Yds Lest TDs Ints 
149 1998 70 18 12 
44 524 22 4 3 
5 77 26 1 0 
SCORING 
PATs FGs 
44t 17 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lgst 
1100 4 39 
686 8 28 
363 6 45 
138 1 15 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lest 
802 7 39 
576 8 68 
496 5 70 
353 2 43 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lest 
91 0 56 
48 0 32 
37 0 23 
26 0 13 
97 1 82t 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst 
2031 57 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TOs 
21 0 14 
33 0 8 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst 
464 0 49 
191 0 31 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE ALL-STARS 


F( yg 


bein 


BRE gt ne ee | 
QUARTERBACK 

Bob Griese 

Miami Dolphins 


AFC ALL-STARS/OFFENSE 


RUNNING BACK 
Franco Harris 
Pittsburgh Steelers 


cf. 


—_—— 


2 


- 


RUNNING BACK 
O. J. Simpson 


Buffalo Bills 


AFC ALL-STARS/OFFENSE 


7 
a, 
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GUARD 
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Pittsburgh Steelers 


PLACEKICKER 
Roy Gerela 
Pittsburgh Steelers 


PUNTER 
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STRONG-SIDE LINEBACKER 
Ted Hendricks 
Baltimore Colts 


WEAK-SIDE LINEBACKER 
Andy Russell (34) 
Pittsburgh Steelers 


AFC ALL-STARS/DEFENSE 


MIDDLE LINEBACKER 
Willie Lanier 
Kansas City Chiefs 


CORNERBACK 
Clarence Scott 
Cleveland Browns 


CORNERBACK 
Robert James 
Buffalo Bills 


AFC ALL-STARS/DEFENSE 


> STRONG-SIDE SAFETY 
+ Dick Anderson 
Miami Dolphins 


FREE SAFETY 
Jake Scott 
Miami Dolphins 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Lamonica, Daryle 6-3 215 32 11 # Notre Dame 
Stabler, Ken 6-3 215 27 4 Alabama 
Blanda, George 6-2 215 45 24 ~~ Kentucky 
Milan, Don 6-2 190 24 1 California Poly 


This could be the year for Stabler. He almost pulled out a victory in the 
Pittsburgh playoff. Lamonica had a good statistical year, though. Brass has 
hopes for youngster Milan, so either Daryle or Snake could figure in a block- 
buster trade. PERF. QT.: 1. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Hubbard, Marv 6-1 Leon ZF 5 Colgate 
Smith, Charlie 6-0 206 27 6 Utah 
Davis, Clarence 5-10 195 24 3 Southern California 
Banaszak, Pete 5-11 210 29 8 Miami (Fla.) 
Highsmith, Don 6-0 210 25 4 Michigan State 
Queen, Jeff 6-1 2i7) <27 5 Morgan State 


Hubbard is a throwback to the “run through a brick wall’ age. He's in a 
frenzy when he gets the ball. His desire plus a first-rate line equals 1,000- 
yard seasons. Smith is ideal for Raiders’ type of attack. He catches the ball 
well, has speed. Davis, a tougher runner, could have a bigger role this 
year, Banaszak is still a good, heavy-duty rellef man. Queen also plays tight 
end. PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Biletnikoff, Fred (W) 6-1 190 30 9 Florida State 
Siani, Mike (W) 6-2 195 23 2 Villanova 
Chester, Ray (1) 6-3 225 25 4 Morgan State 
Branch, Cliff (W) 5-11 170 25 2 Colorado 
Wylie, Joe (W) 6-0 188 22 1 Oklahoma 
Moore, Bob (T) 6-3 220 24 #3 . Stanford 
Neal, Louis (W) 6-4 205 22 1 ‘~Prairie View 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Biletnikoff led the AFC in receptions again. He may be the best getting 
open in the NFL today. Biletnikoff, tight end Chester and rookie Siani caught 
20 touchdown passes among them. Chester is causing the opposition to re- 
style their ideal tight end in his fashion and to stack their defenses to stop 
him. Siani was a prize freshman. He has the moves and quickness of Bilet- 
nikoff and he’s tougher. Branch didn’t give the Raiders as much as they 
hoped for. PERF. QT.: 1. 


186 OAKLAND RAIDERS 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Shell, Art (T) 6-5 265 26 6 Eastern Shore (Md.) 
Brown, Bob (T) 6-4 280 31 10 # Nebraska 
Upshaw, Gene (G) 6-5 255 28 7 ‘Texas A&l 
Buehler, George (G) 6-2 260 26 5 _ Stanford 
Otto, Jim (C) 6-2 255 35 14 Miami (Fla.) 
Vella, John (Tf) 6-4 255 923 2 Southern California 
Ferguson, Gene (1) 6-8 300 25 4 Norfolk State 
Dalby, Dave (G-C) 6-2 240 22 2 UCLA 


Mikolajezyk, Ron (T-G) 6-4 260 22 1 Tampa 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


Brown still makes All-Pro teams, and deservingly, but Shell was picked for 
the Pro Bowl for the first time, also deservingly. They are two polished 
tackles. Upshaw buries cornerbacks as a lead blocker on sweeps. He, too, 
is All-Pro, Pro Bowl fixture. Buehler showed he belonged in his second year 
as a Starter. Otto shook off an exhibition knee injury, played in his usual 
first-rate manner and then underwent surgery during the winter. This is his 
14th season, Vella is a tough guy who could figure later in his career. 
Mikolajczyk played for Toronto last year. He could be a gem. PERF. QT.: 1. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Blanda, George 6-2 215 45 24 Kentucky 
DePoyster, Jerry 6-1 200 27 4 Wyoming 
Guy, Ray 6-4 195: 922 1 So. Mississippi 


George's 17 for 26 will keep him going until his dotage. The big need for a 
punter was underlined by first-round selection of Guy. He should displace 
DePoyster. PERF. QT.: 3. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Cline, Tony (E) 6-3 244 25 4 Miami (Fla.) 
Jones, Horace (E) 6-3 255 24 3 Louisville 
Thoms, Art (T) 6-5 260 26 5 Syracuse 
Sistrunk, Otis (T) 6-4 255 26 2 None 
Davidson, Ben (E) 6-8 280 33 12 + # Washington 
Keating, Tom (T) 6-2 247 «31 9 Michigan 
Vanoy, Vernon (T) 6-8 275 26 4 Kansas 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


The Raiders re-tooled their defensive line last year. Most clubs suffer through 
pangs of rebirth when that happens, but Oakland didn’t skip a beat. Thoms, 
previously considered a flop, had a whale of a season. Jones got smoother 
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FRONT LINEMEN (Contd.) 

in his second year as a starter. Sistrunk was picked up from the Rams and 
the free agent was one of the NFL's top rookies. Cline is steady. Keating and 
Davidson may provide relief help along with Vanoy. PERF. QT.: 2. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Villapiano, Phil (0) 6-1 222 24 3. ‘Villanova 
lrons, Gerald (0) 6-2 230 26 4 Eastern Shore (Md.) 
Conners, Dan (M) 6-1 230 31 410 # Miami (Fla.) 
Otto, Gus (0) 6-1 220 29 9 Missouri 
Slough, Greg (M) 6-3 230 26 3 Southern California 
Purnell, Jim (0) 6-2 238 8631 9 Illinois 
Carroll, Joe (0) 6-1 220 23 2 «~Pittsburgh 
Johnson, Monte (0) 6-4 235 21 1 Nebraska 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Villapiano is the only returnee who started at his current position at the 
beginning of last season. Phil is a headhunter who has wide range, one of 
the coming stars in the NFL. Irons began the year as the newly promoted 
middle linebacker, then was switched back to the outside where he earned 
his start. He could be a good one in time. Raiders tried to phase out Con- 
ners but the canny vet proved too valuable to sit on the bench. Purnell is 
an ex-Ram. Johnson is of sleeper quality. PERF. QT.: 3. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Brown, Willie 6-1 195 32 11 Grambling 
Wilson, Nemiah 6-0 165 30 9 Grambling 
Thomas, Skip 6-1 205 23 2 Southern California 
Warren, Jim 5-11 175 34 10 Illinois 
Calland, Lee 6-0 190 32 11 Louisville 


Lot of age here, but quarterbacks are still reluctant to find out if Willie still 
can do the things he used to do. Wilson knows the territory. Thomas was a 
surprise gift in the last draft. He also can play safety. Warren's age may hurt 
him. He competes with vet Calland, acquired from Pittsburgh. PERF. QT.: 2. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Atkinson, George (S) 6-0 180 26 6 Morris Brown 
Tatum, Jack (W) 5-11 200 24 3 Ohio State 
Smith, Perry (W-S) 6-0 183 22 1 Colorado State 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Tatum is becoming one of the dominant figures in Raider football. He came 
up with big plays last year. Atkinson is small but okay against speedy tight 
ends. Smith has a future. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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OAKLAND RAIDERS 


Home: Sept. 23—Miami; Oct. 14—San Diego; Nov. 4—New 
York Giants; Nov. 11—Pittsburgh; Noy. 18—Cleveland; Dec. 
8—Kansas City; Dec. 16—Denver. 


Away: Sept. 16—-Minnesota; Sept. 30—Kansas City; Oct. 7 
—St. Louis; Oct. 22—Denver; Oct. 28—Baltimore; Nov. 
25—San Diego; Dec. 2—Houston. 


American Conference e Western Division 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


Prediction: Second 


The Kansas City Chiefs’ fall from pro football grace can 
be gauged by the nitty-gritty time of last November, when 
every game was a crucial one in the battle for the cham- 
pionship of the American Conference’s Western Division. 

On Nov. 12, the Chiefs met Pittsburgh. K.C. had just 
come off a momentous victory over Oakland, their div- 
isional arch-rival. A victory over the Steelers would have 
been fraught with psychological significance. The Chiefs 
scored a measly seven points, losing 16-7. 

The next week they played San Diego in K.C.’s new 
Arrowhead Stadium. The Chargers yielded an average of 
more than 24 points a game last year. The Chiefs scored 
seven less than that, losing 27-17. 

On Nov. 26, the Chiefs traveled to Oakland for a 
“must” game. If they didn’t beat the Raiders again, they 
could forget any thoughts of a title. They forgot early. 
Oakland won, 26-3. 

What the November collapse suggested was that the 
Chiefs are finished as a serious power. When nitty-gritty 
time arrived, too many veteran Chiefs demonstrated that 
age had the best of them. 

Quarterback Lenny Dawson is 38. By his own testi- 
mony this is his last year. Supposedly Mike Livingston has 
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been groomed for five years as his successor. In reality, 
there is confidence lacking in Livingston. 

If the Chiefs are to contend at all in *73, it probably 
will have to be with Dawson at quarterback. 

An even bigger problem is the offensive line. Starting 
tackles Jim Tyrer and Dave Hill are 34 and 32, respec- 
tively. They looked every year of it going down the stretch 
last fall. Guard Ed Budde is 33 and he, too, sagged badly. 

Coach Hank Stram admits he has to think seriously 
about replacing them, Sid Smith, who fermented on the 
bench for three seasons after being picked as a first-round 
draft choice, is one possibility. Ex-Packer Francis Peay, a 
tackle, is another. 

Age and vanishing skills are what contributed to K.C.’s 
lack of punch on the ground last year. Ed Podolak, a fine 
back, gained only 615 yards and averaged just 3.6 a carry 
in a season of 1,000-yard rushers. His new running mate 
will be Willie Ellison, obtained from the Rams. 

The one most important element in the Kansas City 
offense remains wide receiver Otis Taylor. When Elmo 
Wright got hurt last year, Taylor received even more at- 
tention than usual but still caught 57 passes for 821 yards, 
second best in the AFC in both categories, 

Wright will be back at his position opposite Taylor, so 
that area, for one, should be solid in the K.C. attack. To 
press tight ends Morris Stroud and Willie Frazier, the 
Chiefs drafted Gary Butler of Rice, 

It would help immensely if placekicker Jan Stenerud 
returned to form. The likable Norwegian followed his 
playoff failure against Miami in 1971 with 21 of 36 suc- 
cessful field-goal tries last season. Stenerud is capable of 
much better, 

The other part of the Chiefs’ kicking game functioned 
as well as ever. Jerrel Wilson led the NFL in punting with 
a 44.8 average on 66 punts. 
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Defensively the Chiefs still have two big strengths. 

One is linebacking. Middle man Willie Lanier is rated 
by many as superior to such stars as Dick Butkus, Mike 
Lucci, Tommy Nobis and Mike Curtis. Jim Lynch re- 
mains one of the steadiest outside men in the league. But 
the real surprise is that Bobby Bell, who is 33, still can be 
ranked with the best of the All-Pros. Bell covers almost 
as much ground, stays with the best receivers for almost 
as long and hits almost as hard as he did at his peak. 

The other defensive strength is cornerback. Jim Mar- 
salis is at the top of his game going into his fifth pro sea- 
son. Emmitt Thomas has even more savvy on the other 
side. He’s been around for eight years. 

It hurt when free safety Johnny Robinson retired last 
year. His replacement, Mike Sensibaugh, led the AFC in 
interceptions with eight, but he doesn’t have Robinson’s 
knack of being at exactly the right spot at the right time, 
nor is he as sure a tackler. His partner, strong safety Jim 
Kearney, is normally an unspectacular player but he had a 
spectacular season, returning four interceptions for 
touchdowns to tie an NFL record. 

Problem A for the Chiefs on defense is a re-ordering of 
the defensive line. The re-ordering started when Aaron 
Brown was traded to Green Bay and Ernie Calloway was 
obtained from the Philadelphia Eagles in another swap. 
Brown was a reluctant superstar. Calloway has a his- 
tory of knee problems and played in only five games last 
year before injuries grounded him for the season. 

Tackle Buck Buchanan is not the overpowering figure 
he was a few years ago. The big guy does a competent 
job but K.C. can’t look upon him as a stopper any more. 

Curley Culp has good seasons and mediocre ones at the 
other tackle, but the big hope is that George Seals, the ex- 
Bear, will be a heavy contributor now that he has a train- 
ing camp with the Chiefs under his belt. 
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10 Miami 20 27 Oakland 14 
20 New Orleans 17 7 ‘Pittsburgh 16 
45 Denver 24 17 San Diego 27 
31 Cleveland 7 3 Oakland 26 
16 Cincinnati 23 24 Denver 21 
20 Philadelphia 21 24 Baltimore 10 
26 San Diego 14 «17 «Atlanta 14 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pet 
Dawson 305 175 1835 oy 13 12 57.4¢ 
Livingston 78 41 480 36 7 8 52.6 
SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total 
Stenerud 0 32 21 95 
Podolak 6 0 i 36 
Taylor 6 0 0 36 
Frazier 5 0 0 30 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Podolak 171 615 4 30 3.6 
Hayes 128 536 0 28 4.2 
**Adamle 73 303 1 19 4.2 
Livingston 14 133 0 51 3.5. 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds TDs Lest Avg 
Taylor 57 821 6 44 14.4 
Podolak 46 345 2 27 Task 
Hayes 31 295 3 29 9.5 
**Adamie 15 76 0 ll 5.1 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Sensibaugh 8t 65 0 35 8.1 
Kearney 5 192¢ 4t 66 38.4 
Bell 3 56 1 61 18.7 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Wilson 66 2960 69 44.8f 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lest Avg 
Marshall 18 103 0 29 5.7 
Podolak 8 il 0 12 1.4 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Marshall 23 651 i] 48 28.3 
**Adamie 8 185 i) 37 23.1 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 
t—Conference leader 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Dawson, Lenny 6-0 190 38 17 Purdue 
Livingston, Mike 6-4 212. (27, 6 SMU 
Beathard, Pete 6-1 200 31 9 Southern California 
Carlson, Dean 6-3 210 23 2 lowa State 


Lenny says this is his last year. Some said he played as if he already retired 
last year. Truth is that his protection was a worse problem than his arm. 
Return of Beathard is an indictment of Livingston’s future. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Podolak, Ed 6-1 204 26 5 towa 
Ellison, Willie 6-2 210 27 7 Texas Southern 
Hayes, Wendell 6-1 220 33 9 Humboldt State 
Kinney, Jeff §-2 Wis «22 2 Nebraska 
Keyes, Leroy 6-3 208 26 5 Purdue 
Otis, Jim 6-0 220 25 4 Ohio State 
McVea, Warren 5-9 182 27 5 Houston 


Podolak fought a variety of injuries in ‘72. He should bounce back, particu- 
larly with ex-Ram Ellison te complement him. Hayes is slowing up at age 33. 
He’s still good for short-yardage stuff. The question is whether Kinney will 
ever make it big. The Chiefs didn’t use him much in his rookle season. 
Keyes, from the Eagles, made his pro mark on defense after a great college 
career as a runner. McVea, injured in ’72, might put some outside spice in 
the attack, Otis is a plugger. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Taylor, Otis (W) 6-3 Va Lees & 9 Prairie View 
Wright, Elmo (W) 6-0 190 24 3 Houston 
Stroud, Morris (1) 6-10 255 27 5 Clark 
West, Robert (W) 6-4 218 22 2 San Diego St. 
Frazier, Willie (1) 6-4 234 31 #410 Arkansas AM&N 
Butler, Gary (1) 6-4 234 22 1 Rice 
Homan, Dennis (W) 6-1 181 26 6 Alabama 


(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 


While the rest of Kansas City’s offense might be sagging, the opposition 
still pays strict attention to Taylor when devising their game plans. Otis 
nailed 57 receptions last year and, at 31, appears to be at the top of his 
game. A healthy Wright should make Taylor even more effective. Tight end 
is a problem. Stroud may be Coach Stram's folly. Frazier only does well occa- 
sionally. Butler is the top draft. The bench is unimpressive. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age 
Hill, Dave (T) 6-5 260 32 
Tyrer, Jim (1) 6-6 280 34 
Budde, Ed (G) 6-5 265 33 
Moorman, Mo (G) 6-5 252 #8628 
Rudnay, Jack (C) 6-3 240 25 
Peay, Francis (T) 6-5 250 28 
Smith, Sid (T) 6-4 260 25 
Gagner, Larry (G) §-2 268 29 
Oriad, Mike (C) 6-4 223, 25 

(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard 


Exp College 

11 Auburn 

13. Ohio State 

11 ~—— Michigan State 
6 Texas A&M 

4 Northwestern 
8 Missouri 

4 Southern California 
6 Florida 

4 Notre Dame 
(C)—Center 


Hear those joints creak? Can any team seriously contend with an offensive 
jine which has this much age? Tyrer, Budde and Hill all may have had it as 
first-rate players. Moorman has a serious shoulder injury in his past. Rudnay 
could be challenged by Oriad. What's needed is some infusion of fresh blood. 
Smith has watched for too Jong. Peay flopped with the Giants and Packers. 
Ex-Steeler Gagner made a remarkable comeback after auto injuries from 
some years ago, but he doesn’t look like the answer. Smith is the key man 


here, PERF. QT.: 4. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age 
Stenerud, Jan 6-2 187 30 
Wilson, Jerrel 6-2 222 32 


Jan had a so-so year, but who wouldn't love to 
the NFL. He's nearly peerless. PERF. QT.: 1. 


Exp 
7 
11 


College 


Montana State 
So. Mississippi 


have him? Punter Wilson led 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp 
Young, Wilbur (E) 6-6 285 24 3 
Upshaw, Marvin (E) 6-4 260 26 6 
Buchanan, Buck (T) 6-7 270 «33's 
Culp, Curley (T) 6-1 265 27 6 
Calloway, Ernie (T) 6-6 yoo. 325 5 
Seals, George (T) 6-3 260 30 10 
Daney, George (E) 6-4 240 26 6 
Lohmeyer, John (E) 6-5 235 22 1 
Grambau, Fred (E) 6-2 234 22 1 
(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


College 
William Penn 
Trinity (Tex.) 
Grambling 
Arizona State 
Texas Southern 
Missouri 
Texas-El Paso 
Emporia State 
Michigan 


There are the beginnings of a big turnover here. Aaron Brown was swapped 
to Green Bay for Peay. Then the Chiefs gave up spot running back Mike 
Adamle to get Gerry Philbin from the Jets, and they swapped him to Phila- 
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delphia for Calloway and Keyes, Maybe Seals, signed after he played out his 
Chicago Bear option, will contribute more after he undergoes a training camp 
with his new team. Buchanan is on the dark side of 30. Buck isn’t the same 
tackle he was in his Super Bowl days. The best hope is youngsters like Culp 
and Young. Daney, an ex-guard, never fulfilled his promise on offense. PERF. 
QT.: 3. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Lynch, Jim (0) 6-1 235 =28 7 Notre Dame 
Bell, Bobby (0) 6-4 228 33 11 + # Minnesota 
Lanier, Willie (M) 6-1 245 28  ##7 Morgan State 
Werner, Clyde (0) Ge 9 #225: 25 4 Washington 
Best, Keith (O-M) 6-3 220 23 2 Kansas State 

(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Lanier rates 1-2-3 with the finest middle backers in the game. He has savvy 
to go with his fierce hitting. Lynch is a solid, dependable backer. Bell 
amazes in his 11th season. Youngsters find it hard to keep up with him. 
Werner hasn't played much in three seasons. Maybe this is the year, since 
the bench is nebulous. PERF. QT.: 2. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Marsalis, Jim 5-11 194 27 5 Tennessee State 
Thomas, Emmitt 6-2 192 30 8 Bishop 
Allen, Nate 5-10 170 25 3 Texas Southern 
Marshall, Larry 5-10 195 23 2 Maryland 
Reardon, Kerry 5-11 180 24 3 lowa 


It’s hard to believe Marsalis is starting just his fifth season, He's been good 
for so long it seems a decade. Thomas didn't have a top year, but he 
shou'dn’t be through at 30. Marshall, who made his mark as a kick returner, 
and Reardon also play safety. Allen is on the small side for any heavy-duty 
work, PERF. QT.: 2, 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Kearney, Jim (S) 6-2 206 30 9 sC~Prairie View 
Sensibaugh, Mike (W) Bie 392) 24 3 Ohio State 
Jones, Don (W-S) 6-0 185-21 1 ‘San Fernando Valley 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Sensibaugh fed the AFC with eight interceptions. Kearney had five, but four of 
them were returned for touchdowns, tying an all-time mark. Jim needs an- 
other big season before he ranks as an outstanding strong-sider. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Jones! 
Marshall 


i 


A OFFENSIVE UNIT 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


Home: Sept. 16—Los Angeles; Sept. 30—Oakland; Oct. 7— 
Denver; Nov. 12—Chicago; Noy. 18—Houston; Dec, 2— 
Cleveland; Dec. 16—San Diego. 


Away: Sept. 23—-New England; Oct. 14—Green Bay at Mil- 
waukee; Oct, 21—Cincinnati; Oct. 29——Buffalo; Nov. 4—San 
Diego; Nov. 25—Denver; Dec. 8—Oakland. 


American Conference e Western Division 


DENVER BRONCOS 
Prediction: Third 


There is a batallion of football enthusiasts in Denver 
known as the Fans in the South Stands. They have suf- 
fered through some dreary days, back to the time when 
the Broncos wore vertically striped sock and their coaches 
drew the plays in the dirt along the sidelines. 

When things go right for the Broncos—only a some- 
time thing in Denver for the last decade—the Fans in the 
South Stands whoop it up with zest that is best described 
as unbounded. 

Unbounded was hardly the word for the zest that 
rocked the Bronco stadium during the final two games of 
the season last year. There were touchdowns by the 
cluster. Denver touchdowns. One week the scoreboard 
read 38-13 over San Diego, the next it was 45-21 over 
New England. 

Victories, no matter by what score, over the Chargers 
and Patriots do not a Super Bowl contender make. But 
after 10 years in the same old losing, punchless rut, Den- 
ver fans are accepting those victories as a signal that the 
Broncos are on their way to playing a more serious role 
in the Western Division. 

Their five victories and third-place finish last year were 
high-water marks for the team since 1962. Denver scored 
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325 points last year, Only division champions Oakland, 
Miami and Pittsburgh scored more. 

One reason was the acquisition of quarterback Charley 
Johnson. It didn’t cause much of a stir when Charley 
went to Denver. In fact, he didn’t even start during the 
first part of the season. But when he replaced Steve Ram- 
sey, the Broncs started to move. Johnson finished third 
among AFC passers. The Broncos’ old codger, who had 
fallen into disuse in Houston, completed 55.5 per cent of 
his passes, flung 14 TDs and accumulated 1,783 yards. 

Another reason was the acquisition of respectable re- 
ceivers. Rod Sherman came from Oakland and led the 
club in receptions with 38 for a 17.4-yard per-catch 
average, At mid-season Coach John Ralston worked a 
trade with Buffalo which brought in Haven Moses, In the 
last three games of the season, Moses caught five of 
Johnson’s touchdown passes. 

With Johnson throwing well and his good receivers 
forcing enemy defenders to play a different game against 
the Bronco offense, running back Floyd Little, the de- 
fending ground gaining champ in the NFL, didn’t win 
another title or even hit the 1,000-yard mark. But he was 
eyen more effective than he had been as ball-carrying 
titleholder. He scored 13 TDs, his high as a pro. 

His rushing output wasn’t bad, either. He totaled 859 
yards and averaged the same as he had the year before, 
4.0. Bob Anderson is a competent back who comple- 
ments Little well. There is a possibility hell be pushed 
hard this year. The Broncs made Purdue’s Otis Arm- 
strong their No. 1 draftee. Many considered the Big Ten 
MVP the best college back in America. 

Patient handling has helped build the offensive line into 
a competent one. Marvy Montgomery got a chance to 
start at tackle for the first time in his sophomore season 
and he produced. The former Southern California ace 
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teams with guard Larron Jackson to form a formidable 
convoy on the left side. Mike Current is a reliable tackle 
and ex-Oiler Bobby Maples helped at center, George 
Goeddeke comes back from the injury list to challenge 
Mike Schnitker at right guard. 

Denver drafted the University of Houston’s star tight 
end, Riley Odoms, last year with expectation that he 
would be an instant starter. Instead, his presence stimu- 
lated Billy Masters into holding the first-string assign- 
ment, but Odoms gets to play often. 

Jim Turner had one of those field-goaling years he 
used to enjoy during the New York Jets’ Super Bowl 
days—20 successful out of 29 attempted. 

The Broncos again stormed the enemy passers as they 
have in the last few years, even though they traded away 
long-time stars Dave Costa and Rich Jackson. Denver 
must get the big pass rush, since their linebackers and 
defensive backs are not of high quality. 

The top hand in the defensive line now is Pro-Bowler 
Paul Smith, a tackle. Lyle Alzado is another hard knocker 
from end, even though he is just in his third season. Pete 
Duranko moved inside to team with Smith, and he might 
do that again this year, depending on how well rookie 
Barney Chavous plays. 

Tom Graham won the No. 1 middle linebacker as- 
signment in his rookie season, allowing Fred Forsberg to 
be moved outside. Chip Myrtle has long experience on 
the other side. . 

Ralston and defensive coach Joe Collier are attempting 
to jazz up the secondary by switching cornerback Bill 
Thompson to free safety. There is less worry about how 
Thompson will adjust than there is about Randy Mont- 
gomery’s ability to handle the start at corner in place of 
Thompson. Strong safety Charlie Greer is satisfactory 
and corner Leroy Mitchell can be a quality player. 
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1972 RECORD (5-9) 


New York Giants 
Los Angeles 


nrnod 


Ds 
0 
0 
0 


30 Houston 17 17 
14 San Diego 37 16 
24 Kansas City 45 20 Oakland 
10 Cincinnati 21 20 Atlanta 
20 Minnesota 23 21 Kansas City 
30 Oakland 23. 38 San Diego 
20 Cleveland 27. 45 New England 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds 
Johnson 238 132 1783 
Ramsey 137 65 1050 
SCORING 
TDs PATs 
Turner 0 37 
Little 13 0 
» Moses 6 it) 
Masters 3 0 
Sherman 3 0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds 
Little 216 859 
Anderson 72 319 
Dawkins 56 243 
Lynch 34 164 
RECEIVING 
Recs Yds 
Sherman 38 661 
Little 28 367 
Masters 25 393 
Anderson 23 215 
INTERCEPTIONS 
| Ints Yds T 
| Mitchell 3 27 
Greer 2 18 
Graham 2 10 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds 
Van Heusen 60 2408 
PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds 
Sherman 10 89 
Little 8 64 
. KICKOFF RETURNS 
Rets Yds 
Montgomery 29 756 
Dawkins 15 357 


| SYMBOLS }{—Conference leader 


ti—tied for conference lead 
e—Combined Denver-Buffalo record 


Avg 
23.8 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Johnson, Charley 6-1 200 34 13 New Mexico St. 
Ramsey, Steve 6-2 210 25 4 North Texas St. 
Ernst, Mike 6-1 190 22 2 ‘Fullerton State 
Hufnagel, John 6-1 194 = 21 1 Penn State 


Johnson, acquired almost as an afterthought in a trade with Houston, had 
one of his finest showings in years. Broncos perked up when the veteran 
took command. Ramsey had the job before and he still could develop. 
PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Little, Floyd 5-10 196 31 7 ‘Syracuse 
Anderson, Bob 6-0 208 26 4 Colorado 
Armstrong, Otis Oak wLat)) ek 1 Purdue 
Dawkins, Joe 6-2 223/25 4 Wisconsin 
Lynch, Fran 6-1 205 27 7 Hofstra 


Because Johnson’s passing started to click, Little carried far fewer times than 
previously but compiled the same average and had a career-high 13 touch- 
downs. Anderson is competent. Otis, Big Ten’s MVP, was a surprise No. 1 


pick. The Broncos are guarding against the day Little can’t carry the load. 
PERF. QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Moses, Haven (W) 6-2 208 27 5 San Diego St. 
Sherman, Rod (W) 6-0 190 28 9 Southern California 
Masters, Billy (T) 6-5 240 29 7 Louisiana State 
Odoms, Riley (T) 6-4 230 23 2 Houston 
Simmons, Jerry (W) 6-0 190 30 9 Bethune-Cookman 
Krieg, Jim (W) 5-9 172 «(24 2 Washington 

(W)—Wide Recelver (1)—Tight End 


The Broncos started their ’72 camp in desperate shape for receivers. Now the 
outlook is considerably brighter. Ex-Raider Sherman Jed the club with 38 
catches. But Moses, a late acquisition from Buffalo, was the big noise down 
the stretch with five touchdown receptions in the last three games. The 


surprise is that highly touted Odoms hasn't beaten out Masters as the 
Starting tight end. PERF. QT.: 3. 


INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wi Age Exp College 
Montgomery, Marv (T) 6-6 255 25 3 Southern California 
Current, Mike (T) 6-4 274 «28 7 Ohio State 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN (Contd.) Ht Wt Age Exp College 


Jackson, Larron (G) 6-3 270 24 +=|.3 Missouri 
Schnitker, Mike (G) 6-3 245 26 5 Colorado 
Maples, Bob (C) 6-3 250 30 9 Baylor 

Sharp, Rick (1) 63 265 25 4 Washington 
Goeddeke, George (G) 6-3 253 «28 7 Notre Dame 
Lyons, Tommy (G) 6-2 230 25 3 Georgia 
Howard, Paul (G) 6-4 245 21 1‘ Brigham Young 
Kaminski, Larry (C) 6-2 245 28 8 Purdue 


(1)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


The Broncos should be on the upgrade here. Montgomery showed signs of 
full blossom in his first season as a starter. Current does solid work. Jackson 
was a steal when he arrived on waivers two years ago. Ex-Oiler-Steeler Maples 
wrested the center job from long-time fixture Kaminski. Goeddeke is back 
from the injury list to reclaim his assignment at guard. He zeroes in on 
Schnitker. Howard was a high draft choice off his showing in the Shrine All- 
Star game. The Broncos were versatile in opening holes or protecting 
Johnson in '72. Lyons started for a while last season. Now, for the first 
time, they may have a bench, too. PERF. QT.: 3. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Turner, Jim 6-2 205 32 10 Utah State 
Van Heusen, Bill 6-1 200 27 6 Maryland 


Turner found the range and had a season like the ones he enjoyed in his 
Jets’ heyday. Van Heusen is a steady punter. PERF. QT.: 1. 


DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Alzado, Lyle (E) 6-3 252 24 3 Yankton 
Duranko, Pete (E-T) 6-2 250 29 6 Notre Dame 
Smith, Paul (1) 6-3 256 28 6 New Mexico 
Voss, Lloyd (1) 6-4 255 31 10 #Nebraska 
Chavous, Barney (E) 6-4 250 22 1 South Carolina St. 
Hoffman, John (E) 6-7 260 30 5 Hawaii 
Barnes, Walt (E) 6-2 250 29 7 Nebraska 
Domres, Tom (1) 6-3 260 27 6 Wisconsin 


(E)—End (1)—Tackle 


The Broncos, despite losing stars like Dave Costa and Rich Jackson, sack 
opposing quarterbacks about 40 times. Alzado is the newest Denver forward 
getting big publicity, but insiders will tell you the key man is Smith. One 
school of thought says he should be playing on the outside. Duranko still is 
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a stud. He came back strong after his surgery and could move inside, where 
he’s played before, if rookie Chavous makes a big impression at end. Voss 
would be the vulnerable man, The bench is so-so, PERF. QT.: 2. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Forsberg, Fred (0) 6-1 235 29 5 Washington 
Myrtle, Chip (0) 6-2 225 28 7 Maryland 
Graham, Tom (M) 6-2 235 23 2 Oregon 
McKoy, Bill (0) 6-3 235 25 4 Purdue 
Parish, Don (0) 6-1 220 25 4 Stanford 
Geddes, Bob (M) 6-2 240 27 2 UCLA 
Simone, Mike (0) 6-0 210 23 2 Stanford 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


You look at this bunch and you wonder how Denver survives on defense. 
Nondescript is a kind word for them, yet they do a decent job. Graham won 
his starting assignment as a rookie. He may be heard from further. There 
were no trades for help nor was a backer taken high in the draft. Somebody 
must know something. Parish is on probation after a bizarre drug rap. 
Forsberg, the ex-middle man, is an all-out guy. The subs are of unknown 
quality. PERF. QT.: 4, 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Mitchell, Leroy 6-1 190 29 6 Texas Southern 
Montgomery, Randy §-11 182 26 4 Weber State 
West, Bill 5-10 185 25 2 Tennessee State 


Mitchell is a competent corner. Randy, a good kick retumer, is somewhat 
inconsistent as a starter. The book on West is not a complete one; his quality 
is largely unknown. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Greer, Charlie (S) 6-0 205 27 6 Colorado 
Thompson, Bill (W) 6-1 201 26 5 _ Eastern Shore (Md.) 
Preece, Steve (S) 6-1 195 25 5 Oregon State 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or ‘‘Free”’ Safety 


Ex-cornerback Thompson may find a home back here. He’s a top athlete who 
is about due to become a star. Greer is not a bad safety. He has moxie, 
There's room for improvement, though. PERF. QT.: 3, 
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DENVER BRONCOS 


Home: Sept. 16—Cincinnati; Sept. 23—-San Francisco; Sept. 
30—Chicago; Oct. 22—Oakland; Noy. 1!—San Diego; Nov. 
25—Kansas City; Dec. 2—Dallas. 


Away: Oct. 7—Kansas City; Oct. 14—Houston; Oct. 28— 
New York Jets; Nov. 4—St. Louis; Nov. 18—Pittsburgh; 
Dec. 9—San Diego; Dec. 16—Oakland. 


American Conference e Western Division 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


Prediction: Fourth 


The San Diego Chargers made a nifty public-relations 
move last draft day. While the rest of the NFL teams were 
gingerly stepping around Johnny Rodgers, wary of the 
off-the-field turbulence he seems to create, the Chargers 
acted boldly and made the Nebraska Heisman Trophy 
winner their No. 1 draftee. Rodgers can catch the ball, 
run with it, execute patterns and do all sorts of spectacular 
things that pro receivers are supposed to do. 

But the following things were wrong with San Diego’s 
move: The Chargers already possessed a sterling group 
of pass receivers; they had no one to throw the ball to 
them; and Rodgers signed to play in Canada. 

The selection of Rodgers was in keeping with the style 
of the new Charger management: lots of razzle-dazzle, 
little rhyme or reason and little luck. 

Item: San Diego traded John Hadl, one of the best 
quarterbacks in the NFL, to the Los Angeles Rams. In 
return, they got one of the best defensive linemen in the 
game, Coy Bacon, plus a promising runner, Bob Thomas, 
yet they left themselves unprotected at the vital quarter- 
back position. So Coach Harland Svare and owner Gene 
Klein decided to cough up $150,000 for 40-year-old 
Johnny Unitas. Baltimore didn’t think Johnny U. could 
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win any more. The Chargers feel they can do something 
with a legend. Maybe, but it’s still a 40-year-old legend. 

Item; The Chargers traded two promising players, wide 
receiver Billy Parks and running back Mike Montgomery, 
for the highly skilled but highly troubled star from Dallas, 
Duane Thomas. Thomas made many headlines but didn’t 
play a down for San Diego. 

Svare and Klein have surrounded themselves with an- 
tiques like Deacon Jones, Lionel Aldridge, John Mackey, 
Pettis Norman and Ernie Wright. In exchange they sur- 
rendered valuable draft choices and promising players. 

The idea was to get the Chargers out of the third- 
place rut in which they had been lodged since 1966, They 
got out, all right. They finished last in the Western Divi- 
sion with four victories, their worst finish and worst won- 
lost record in history. 

Yet the Chargers lead the league in optimism. Klein 
signed Svare to a new long-term contract—at halftime of 
a game against Dallas in which the San Diegans trailed, 
24—0. For his part, Swede sees a “sharply improved 
team” in ’73. 

More than likely the conservative style that marked 
Svare’s first full year as head coach will be more em- 
phatic in ’73. Lack of emphasis on the passing game 
caused Hadl to seek a transfer. He was obliged. 

Svare will have to convince Johnny U., long an ad- 
herent of putting the ball into the air, that the way to cut 
down on the 48 turnovers committed by the San Diego 
offense last year is to run the ball more often. Of those 
turnovers, 28 came on pass interceptions, 26 of which 
were Hadl’s, 

If Unitas can be convinced, he has some pretty fair 
tools for a successful ground game. Mike Garrett had one 
of his finest seasons, running for 1,031 yards. Cid Ed- 
wards, acquired in a trade with St. Louis, blocked and 
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ran well enough to be voted most valuable player by his 
colleagues on the club. 

Whether Duane Thomas can be coaxed back to play 
this season is questionable. But Bob Thomas’ speed, 
which was put on impressive display for a couple of games 
with the Rams last year, should be put to good use. 

The San Diego offensive line does nice things for run- 
ners, particularly on the right side where Walt Sweeney 
plays guard and Russ Washington tackle. 

Gary Garrison, Jerry LeVias (injured in *72), Dave 
Williams and Chuck Dicus head the pass catchers. But 
the Chargers’ wide receivers may serve a purpose similar 
to those of bookends, 

Mackey might have ideas about teaming up again with 
Unitas as a passing-receiving combination, but 33-year- 
old Pettis Norman probably will get the tight end call 
since his blocking does more for the ground game. 

The most interesting part of the Charger lineup is the 
defensive line. Unless age corrodes too many of the 
starters, it could dent some helmets in *73. Jones made the 
Pro Bow! last year and Aldridge got to opposing quarter- 
backs eight times, so Syare can afford to take a look at 
Bacon as a tackle. 

The linebacking leaves much to be desired. Ex-Eagle 
middle man Tim Rossovich seems to function more effi- 
ciently on the West Coast. He hits a ton and is to be 
avoided if you are an enemy ball carrier. Avoiding him 
isn’t that much of a problem when the runner has speed. 
Neither Bob Babich nor Rick Redman had much of a 
season in’72, but both were nagged by injuries. 

The deep positions are peopled mostly by non-entities. 
It will help if cornerback Bob Howard and free safety 
Chris Fletcher, both nicked last year, come back strongly 
and if Ron Smith, acquired from the Bears, can take over 
the strong safety position. 


3 San Francisco 
37 Denver 
17 Oakland 
23 Baltimore 
10 Miami 
20 Detroit 
14 Kansas City 


**Hadl 
Clark 


Partes 
Edwards 
Garrett 
Garrison 


Garrett 
Edwards 
**Hadl 


Garrison 
Edwards 
Garrett 

Norman 


Salter 
Beauchamp 
Dunlap 


Partee 


Dunlap 


Taylor 
Dunlap 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 


Rets 
31t 
12 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


1972 RECORD (4-9-1) 


+—Conference leader 


34 28 Dallas 34 
14 «17 «Cleveland 21 
17. 27° «~Kansas City 17 
20 34 Houston 20 
24 19 Oakland 21 
34 13 Denver 38 
26 2 Pittsburgh 24 
PASSING 
Comps Yds Lest TDs Ints Pet 
190f 2449 61 15 26 51.4 
2 67 62 0 2 33.3 
SCORING 
PATs FGs Total 
26 15 71 
0 0 42 
0 0 42 
0 0 42 
RUSHING 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
1031 6 41 3.8 
679 5 31 4.3 
99 1 17 4.5 
RECEIVING 
Yds TDs Lest Avg 
744 7 52 14.3 
557 2 61 13.9 
245 1 27 7.9 
262 0 30 13.8 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
lil 0 31 15.9 
96 1 47 16.0 
67 0 25 13.4 
PUNTING 
Yds Lgst Avg 
1813 65 40.3 
PUNT RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
179 0 21 9.4 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
676 0 41 21.8 
271 it) 35 22.6 
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OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Unitas, John 6-1 196 40 18 Louisville 
Clark, Wayne 6-3 203 26 $3. US. International 
Fouts, Dan 6-3 193. +22 1 Oregon 


It's a colossal gamble when you count on a 40-year-old fegend for full-time 
duty. If John can’t summon a considerable portion of his old skills, school 
will be out. PERF. QT.: 3. 


RUNNING BACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Garrett, Mike 5-9 191 29 8 Southern California 
Edwards, Cid 6-3 230 29 6 Tennessee State 
Thomas, Bob 5-10 201 25 3 Arizona State 
Thomas, Duane 6-1 205 26 3 West Texas St. 
Dragon, Oscar 6-0 214 23 2 Arizona State 
White, Lee 6-2 RY a Hf 6 Weber State 
Taylor, Jesse 6-0 200 25 2 ‘Cincinnati 


Garrett, written off by some, had one of his best seasons. He was a member 
of the 1,000-yard club. Edwards was even more effective. His blocking ac- 
counted for much of Garrett's yardage, and Cid added 679 of his own. His 
teammates voted the ex-St. Louis Cardinal their most valuable player. Bob 
Thomas came from Los Angeles in the John Hadi trade. He had some first-rate 
games for the Rams in his first real pro action last year. Who knows about 
Duane? PERF, QT.: 2. 


RECEIVERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Garrison, Gary (W) 6-2 193 29 8 San Diego St. 
Williams, Dave (W) 6-2 207 28 ##7 Washington 
Norman, Pettis (1) 6-3 222 33 12 Johnson C. Smith 
Dicus, Chuck (W) 6-0 183 24 3 Arkansas 
LeVias, Jerry (W) 5-9 177 (27 5 SMU 
Mackey, John (T) 6-2 224 32 411 = Syracuse 
McGee, Willie (W) Steal 62 1 Alcorn A&M 
Thaxton, James (1) 6-3 228 24 1 Tennessee State 


(W)—Wide Receiver (1)—Tight End 


Can anyone get the ball to these receivers on a regular basis? Considering 
the ultra-conservative complexion of the new Charger offense, that question 
could be academic. Garrison rates with any long-distance receiver when he’s 
used. Williams has the skill, but he puts it on display only on occasion. 
LeVias is coming off a knee injury. Dicus is a spot player. McGee is one of 
the top sprinters in the world. Norman’s blocking puts him in the lineup 
ahead of Mackey. Rookie Thaxton could find work. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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INTERIOR LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Owens, Terry (1) 6-6 260 29 8 Jacksonville State 
Washington, Russ (T) 6-6 289 26 6 = Missouri 
Sweeney, Walt (G) 6-4 256 32 11 Syracuse 
Wilkerson, Doug (G) 6-3 250 26 4 __N. Carolina Central 
Mauck, Carl (C) 6-4 243 26 5 Southern Illinois 
Wright, Ernie (T) 6-4 257 33 14 ~~ Ohio State 
Wenzel, Ralph (G) 6-2 250 30 7 San Diego St. 
Gruneisen, Sam (C) 6-1 242 32 12 ~ Villanova 
Roberts, Marv (G) 6-3 23h. "22 1 Michigan State 

(T)—Tackle © (G)—Guard (C)—Center 


The quality of San Diego’s line is far above its won-lost record. Owens, 
Washington and Sweeney could play with most clubs, Walt still is an All-Pro- 
class guard in his 11th season. Washington never has been the ace everyone 
expected, but he’s been more than competent. Wilkerson could upgrade 
things if he keeps improving. An injury could cause havoc. Wright, Gruneisen 
and Wenzel aren’t much. PERF, QT.: 2. 


KICKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Partee, Dennis 6-1 229 27 6 SMU 
McClard, Bill 5-10 202 21 2 Arkansas 
Enz, Gunter 5-9 150 24 1 None 


Partee is a sound two-way kicker, 40.3 on punts and 15 for 25 on field goals. 
McClard couldn’t make Partee concentrate on punting last year. Coach Svare 
uncovered Enz on a European tour. PERF. QT.: 2. 


DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Aldridge, Lionel (E) 6-3 254 32 411 Utah State 
Jones, Deacon (E) 6-4 272 34 12 ~ South Carolina St. 
East, Ron (1) 6-4 250 30 7 Montana State 
Bacon, Coy (T) 6-4 270 30 6 Jackson State 
Costa, Dave (T) 6-1 250 31 11 ~~ Utah 
Wojcik, Greg (T) 6-6 268 27 3 Southern California 
Hardy, Kevin (T) 6-5 276 «628 5 Notre Dame 
Snowden, Cal (E) 6-4 253 «26 5 Indiana 


(E)—End (T)—Tackle 


Deacon returned to the Pro Bowl in his first year as a Charger. How much 
can he have feft at 34? East, much underrated, has turned into one of the 
finest NFL tackles. Big news was acquisition of Bacon, a big star with the 
Rams. He came in the Hadl deal. Coy decked quarterbacks 30 times In the 
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FRONT LINEMEN (Contd.) 

last two seasons. Svare wants him at tackle even though he starred as an 
end. Aldridge is the most suspect of the forwards. If he falters, Bacon moves 
in. PERF. QT.: 3. 


LINEBACKERS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Babich, Bob (0) 6-2 231 26 #$4 Miami (Ohio) 
Redman, Rick (0) 6-1 220 30 8 Washington 
Rossovich, Tim (M) 6-4 240 27 6 Southern California 
Barnes, Pete (0) 6-1 239 «28 7 ~—Southern 
Lazetich, Pete (M) 6-3 245 23 2 ~~ Stanford 
White, Ray (0) 6-2 219 24 3 . Syracuse 


(0)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Babich, once a heralded middle backer, has settled into journeyman status 
on the outside. Knee injury in his rookie year made the big difference. 
Rossovich, a head-hunter, has limited range. Redman gives 100 per cent. 
Barnes is in Svare's doghouse. Lazetich may end up a lineman. PERF, QT.: 4. 


CORNERBACKS Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Howard, Bob 6-2 174 28 7 San Diego St. 
Dunlap, Len 6-1 195. 23 3 North Texas St. 
Jones, Ray §-8l “187 325 4 Southern 


Return of Howard from the injured list should mean strengthened coverage. 
Ex-Colt Dunlap could contribute. Jones is so-so. PERF. QT.: 3. 


SAFETIES Ht Wt Age Exp College 
Salter, Bryant (S) 6-4 195 23 3 *~Pittsburgh 
Fletcher, Chris (W) 5-11 185 24 4 Temple 
Smith, Ron (S) 6-1 195 30 8 Wisconsin 
Beauchamp, Joe (W) 6-0 188 29 8  lowa State 

(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety - 


Salter comes up with a lot of interceptions. Fletcher was hurt late last sea- 
son, but he should reclaim his job this year. Beauchamp can double as a 
corner. He's started before. Smith, from the Bears, could strongly challenge 
Salter. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Home: Sept. 23—Buffalo; Sept. 30—Cincinnati; Oct. 21— 
Atlanta; Noy. 4—Kansas City; Nov. 18—New Orleans; Nov. 
25—Oakland; Dec. 9 Denver. 


‘Away: Sept. 16—Washington; Oct. 7—Pittsburgh; Oct. 14— 
Oakland; Oct. 28—Cleveland; Nov. 11—Denver; Dec, 2— 
New England; Dec. 16—Kansas City. 


SUPER FEATURES 


plus complete draft lists 


SUPER DAY FOR THE 
DOLPHINS 


To the delight of thousands, what started out as the 
George Allen Bowl finished as the Miami Dolphin Un- 
defeated Season Bowl when all the glitter and confusion 
of Super Bowl VIL had finally passed. 

The Washington Redskins, coached by the contro- 
versial Allen and nicknamed the Over The Hill Gang 
because of the age of many of the stars, became the 
National Conference representative in the Super Bowl, 
held in Los Angeles’ Coliseum, by defeating Green 
Bay and Dallas in playoff games after winning the East- 
ern Division championship, 

More important, however, was the responsibility the 
Redskins clutched in their arthritic little hands. The 
other guys—dour Don Shula’s Dolphins—had gone 
through 16 games, their 14 regular-season tests plus 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh in the playoffs, without a 
loss. 

No team had won that many games consecutively in 
a single season before, but that record was worthy of 
a Ford Frick asterisk simply because no team had had 
the chance to play that many in a season before. The 
Chicago Bears had twice gone through undefeated sea- 
sons, but in each case had been beaten for the NFL 
championship, in 1934 and 1942. 

Thus the Dolphins were on the threshold of a bona- 
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fide accomplishment. Could they finish a season un- 
defeated? Would they escape the jinx displayed by the 
past? Could they find a way to deal a final blow to these 
opportunistic, arrogant Redskins? 

This game was looked upon as potentially the most 
evenly matched of all previous Super Bowls, and the 
inherent drama of the Miami cause titillated millions. 
It was just the proper icing on the cake. 

The week before the game found the Dolphins in an 
unusual position. They were 16—0, They had beaten 
every team that had to be beaten, including the New 
York Jets twice, the Minnesota Vikings and the tough 
Steelers for the AFC championship. But they were un- 
derdogs to the Redskins, who had amassed an 11-3 
record before winning their two NFC playoff games. 

Why? 

The No-Name quality of the Dolphin defense, per- 
haps, was a major portion of the answer, since only 
middle linebacker Nick Buoniconti had any sort of 
reputation. The rest were anonymous, men with names 
like Den Herder and Fernandez and Kolen and Swift. 

The injury to cornerback Tim Foley was also a con- 
tributing factor, since the replacement would be small, 
little-used Lloyd Mumphord. 

The Miami offense was, indeed, formidable, and its 
names were as well known as the defensive players’ 
were not. There was Bob Griese at quarterback, return- 
ing to action after missing 10 games of the regular sea- 
son and the first playoff game. There was Larry Csonka, 
the 240-pound fullback who knew no fear and no pain. 
Halfback was a revolving position, manned either by 
Jim Kiick, who did nothing flashy but who never let 
down, and Mercury Morris, a winged-foot runner with 
as much speed running sideways as straight ahead. 

Paul Warfield, the finest wide receiver in the NFL, 
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was a part of this arsenal. So was the experienced Marv 
Fleming at tight end and the consistent Howard Twilley 
at the other wide receiver spot. And the offensive line, 
solid and crunching, housed one of the league’s top 
guards, 260-pound Larry Little. 

And this team was an underdog, by 2% points. 

The team that was favored seemed to have logic on 
its side, with no small contribution made by the law of 
averages. After all, Miami had to lose one eventually. 
And these Redskins were a-feared of no one, 

The defense was said to be of the quality that could 
slow down Csonka and stop Griese. It had Diron Tal- 
bert and Verlon Biggs and Ron McDole up front, griz- 
zled veterans. The linebackers boasted Chris Hanburger 
and Jack Pardee, two of the best, and most experienced, 
in the NFC. The secondary showed Pat Fischer and 
Rosey Taylor, Mike Bass and Brig Owens. They totaled 
36 years of NFL experience. 

Defensively, then, Washington was strong. Offen- 
sively? Strong. At least as strong as Miami. 

Larry Brown was the heart of the offense, a slash- 
ing, veering halfback with a burning intensity and a 
murderous gait. He had led the NFC with 1,216 yards. 
The year before he had also led the conference. At 5-11 
and 195, no one had been able to adequately stop him. 

The quarterback was Billy Kilmer, a tested veteran 
who had played the best football of his 11-year career. 
He had taken the No. 1 job and he had kept it, surpris- 
ing many who expected him to choke on the responsi- 
bility. But Kilmer, fiery and long-ignored, flowered 
under the pressure. He became a leader. He made the 
big play at the right time and his team responded. 

His offensive line was a bit like the Miami defensive 
unit. Nobody knew those names, either, but guys like 
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Terry Hermeling and John Wilbur and Len Hauss 
played tough, crisp and disciplined. 

“Jf anyone can beat the Dolphins, it’s Washington,” 
said Miami coach Don Shula. “The Redskins are as 
tough as anybody we have ever played.” 

Game Day. Jan. 14, 1973. It dawned bright and 
sunny and warm, and by the time they flipped the coin 
out in the middle of the field the temperature was up 
to 85 degrees. 

Football people were going to watch two keys, two 
factors, and by what they saw they would know which 
team was controlling the game. They wanted to see 
Brown run through the Miami defense—or be stopped. 
And they wanted to see if Warfield could get clear of 
the clutching, clawing Washington defense while Griese 
remained unhurried and untouched. 

By the end of the first quarter, they had seen enough. 
Brown had been effectively neutralized by a clever, yet 
obvious, tactic. Since his greatest asset was his ability 
to cut back and run against the grain of defensive pur- 
suit, Shula instructed his defenders not to vacate their 
“Janes.” They did not pursue him if he was not in their 
area. As a result, when Brown cut back, it was right 
into the hands of a tackler. 

He had 12 yards in the first quarter. It was damning. 

Warfield, meanwhile, seized the Redskin defense with 
fear. When he loped downfield, two and sometimes 
three men were with him. But he remained ahead of 
them, or he cut back inside of them, and he caught two 
passes on two tries. The second one was for 18 yards. 
It gave the Dolphins a first down on Miami’s 48. Three 
plays later, Griese faked to Warfield, spun and threw 
to Twilley. It was a 28-yard gain. It was a touchdown. 
Miami led, 7—0. 

Washington stiffened, but Miami was stronger yet. 
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Jake Scott, the safety, picked off a Kilmer pass on a 
third down, but Miami could get no points from that. 

On their next series, however, the Dolphins apparently 
struck again—Griese to Warfield on a 47-yard bomb 
and a 14—0 lead. 

Showing the precise moves and the disguised speed 
that has caused defenders to grow old quickly, Warfield 
beat two of the best—Fischer and Taylor, But the other 
wide receiver, Marlin Briscoe, was in motion. It was a 
five-yard penalty and Washington had been saved, at 
least momentarily. 

But the Dolphins, having determined that the Red- 
skins were surely not invincible, and having built their 
confidence by watching their defensive strategem work 
on Brown, moved inexorably toward victory. 

The Redskins had the ball and had moved to the 
Miami 48—their first penetration past the 50—when 
Kilmer dropped back and threw to Brown near the 
Dolphin 40. But Buoniconti, the No-Name with a name, 
tread it right. He sliced in front of Brown and stole the 
ball, returning it all the way to the Redskin 27. 

Now Griese was a poet, a dancer, an artist. He fed 
Kiick for three up the middle, followed by the bullish 
Csonka ripping off two more. Then, faking to Csonka 
again, he straightened up and, with the suddenness and 
effect of a striking cobra, threw the ball. 

Downfield? Downfield was a reserve tight end named 
Jim Mandich, followed by Brig Owens. But the bali was 
perfectly placed. Mandich caught it, Owens caught Man- 
dich. Mandich was on Washington’s two-yard line. 

Kiick slammed to the one and then Kiick slammed 
over, led by Little. Nobody touched Kiick (or Little). It 
was Miami, 14—0. The half ended 21 seconds later. 

Washington, however, was not dead. Washington was 
not ahead, and Washington was not on the scoreboard, 
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but Washington was not dead. George Allen and Kilmer 
had some things to try, Passes. 

Kilmer went to sideline passes and he almost went 
to the head of the class. He hit Jerry Smith for 11. He 
hit Charley Taylor for 15, He hit Roy Jefferson twice 
in a row, for 15 and then seven. He took the Redskins 
to the Miami 17, but there they stopped, and then Curt 
Knight missed a 32-yard field goal. Why 32? Why not 
24? Because on the third down Fernandez had broken 
through and nailed Kilmer for an eight-yard loss, that’s 
why, 

Washington spent the rest of the quarter fighting off 
the surging, thirsting Dolphins. Miami took the ball on 
its 17 following a punt and ground upfield with the fury 
of a fanatic assassin. 

Morris ran a slant for six. Csonka ran twice—for 12 
up the middle and for 49 straight ahead. That was 49. 
Little wiped out two Redskins and Csonka batted aside 
the 170-pound Fischer. The Dolphins were on Wash- 
ington’s 16, and three plays later they were on the five. 
But then Owens intercepted a pass for Fleming in the 
end zone, and Washington got out of trouble. The Red- 
skins took over on their 20. 

And nothing happened. 

Brown, who would finish the game with 72 yards, 
opened up a bit, and the Redskins mounted a drive that 
consumed 14 plays and 79 yards and 7:18 on the clock. 
And they didn’t score. 

Scott intercepted a pass to Taylor three yards deep 
in his end zone and began a treacherous dash upfield, 
darting and weaving. He was finally tackled by fullback 
Charley Harraway on the Washington 48, a total return 
of 55 yards. 

And then Washington scored. That’s right, Wash- 
ington. 
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It all started with a Miami field-goal attempt, a try 
that, had it succeeded, would have put the game on ice. 

Garo Yepremian is the Miami field-goal kicker. He 
is not a passer, and he should have known that. But he 
tried to be. That is how the Redskins scored. 

With Earl Morrall holding, Garo’s attempted field 
goal was blocked by Bill Brundige. The ball bounced 
crazily on the field, and Garo picked it up. He didn’t 
know what to do with it, so he looked downfield, cal- 
culated that half the people he saw were running after 
him, and threw the ball. Sort of, It squirted out of his 
hand into the air and Bass caught it. Bass plays for 
Washington, 

He caught it at the Miami 49 and he ran and he ran 
and he ran, When he ran out of field, it was 14-7. There 
was 2:07 to play. The Redskins had to do two things. 
They had to force the Dolphins to punt, and they had to 
score. Then, fans, we would have had the first sudden- 
death Super Bowl. 

The Dolphins had to punt. Washington put up a 10- 
man rush but Larry Seiple got the ball away, to the 
Washington 30. Now 1:14 remained, and 70 yards 
stood between Miami and its undefeated season. 

Miami was determined to defend that ground, 

Washington was determined to cross it. 

Kilmer went back to pass. He aimed at Brown and 
he was short. 

Kilmer swung left, aimed at Taylor on the sideline. 
He was short. 

Kilmer dropped back and threw a swing pass to 
Brown. Bill Stanfill dropped the halfback in his tracks. 
A four-yard loss. 

Fourth down. Kilmer dropped back to pass. He 
looked deep. He cocked his arm. And Vern Den Herder 
cracked him to the ground, a loss of nine yards. There 
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were 33 seconds to play. Time ran out. Miami won, 
14-7, Miami was 17-0, The Over The Hill Gang was 
... well, over the hill. 

A crowd of 90,182 (at $15 each, men) had wit- 
nessed history. They had also witnessed perfect execu- 
tion and flawless preparation. 

Brown gained 72 yards on the ground. His team 
gained 141. Kilmer gained 104 yards passing. Wash- 
ington had 228 total yardage. 

Miami had 253 total yards, 184 on the ground. 
Csonka had bulled his way to 112 in just 15 carries, 
which is 7.5 a pop. Warfield had caught three passes for 
36 yards—four for 83, had Briscoe not moved on the 
47-yard TD pass. 

Scott had two interceptions that he returned for 63 
yards. Seiple punted seven times and averaged 43 yards. 
Mike Bragg punted five times for the Redskins and 
averaged 31.2 yards. 

“T called a lousy game,” Kilmer said. “I didn’t use 
the plays that would have worked. Blame me.” 

No one blamed him, however. They were too busy 
celebrating the glory of the Dolphin season. It had, in- 
deed, been perfect. 


“SOMETHING SPECIAL" 


One of the National League’s best runners, a member 
of the 1,000-yard club, was discussing linebackers. 

“You take Dave Wilcox of San Francisco,” he was 
saying. “Going into the 1972 season he was firmly estab- 
lished as an All-Pro linebacker. In fact, when the All-Pro 
teams came out after the last season he was still an All- 
Pro linebacker according to them. 

“But I’ve got news for you, He isn’t an All-Pro any 
more. Not really. The hash marks have changed all that. 
Putting them closer to the center of the field changed 
life for linebackers. 

“Big guys like Wilcox can’t play like they used to play. 
Sure, when Larry Csonka sticks his head through the 
line, Wilcox is liable to ring his bell, just as he’s always 
been capable of doing. 

“But Wilcox isn’t even going to get a look at Mercury.” 

Mercury. Eugene Morris. Miami Dolphins by way of 
West Texas State College by way of Pittsburgh’s Avon- 
worth High School, 

As the Dolphins compiled the most amazing unde- 
feated record in the history of professional football last 
year, Mercury Morris provided the oregano, saffron and 
paprika to Miami’s meat and potatoes offense. 

From a fellow who was looked upon as a relief runner, 
a player to spell the big guys, one who could be bother- 
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some as a kick returner, he went to the top level of the 
class. 

When the 1972 season ended, it wasn’t O.J. Simpson 
or Larry Brown or John Brockington or Larry Csonka 
with the most touchdowns in the league. It was Mercuty 
Morris, with an even dozen, 

Miami established an all-time NFL record by rushing 
for 2,960 yards. An even 1,000 of them belonged to 
Morris. 

Watch Morris perform and none of the above should 
be surprising. 

Spectacular speed. Acceleration even more spectacu- 
lar. Great balance. Body of a 5-foot-10 weight-lifter. 
Strength. Determination. 

What makes it surprising is a scene in the Dolphins’ 
dressing room on Super Sunday, 1972. It takes place in 
the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans after Dallas’ Doomsday 
defense had tolled on the Dolphins, holding them with- 
out a single touchdown. 

Don Shula, the Dolphins’ classy coach, holds court 
with the press, patiently answering question after question 
despite the personal torment he feels from the frustra- 
tion of losing his second Super Bow]. 

Toward the end of his press session, Shula gets the 
word. Morris, his temperamental youngster, is spouting 
off. 

“The only time I got to leave the bench,”’ Mercury is 
heard to complain bitterly, “is when I stood for the Na- 
tional Anthem. If they can’t find any better use for me, 
I think they should trade me.” 

Suddenly Shula has Morris off to the side. The coach 
talks earnestly. Obviously, he is annoyed. 

The speculation after that is that Mercury Morris will 
find himself in a new uniform for 1972. After all, the 
Dolphins have Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid— 
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Larry Csonka and Jim Kiick—so Mercury is the fifth 
wheel (or, rather, the third running back) at best. 

But when the Dolphins opened training camp in July, 
Morris was still wearing the aqua and orange. 

“Took for him to see a lot more action,” claimed 
Shula. “Injuries have slowed him down in his two sea- 
sons with us but I think he may be ready to go now.” 

The cynics still weren’t convinced. Shula, after all, had 
been saying something like that the previous season. The 
cynics knew Shula had to keep his good bench happy 
and the happy talk about playing more was something 
which is expected from coaches as a psychological tactic. 

Shula denied his talk was just talk. 

“Took, we feel we can use a change of pace and Merc 
gives us something special,” he maintained. “He has more 
speed than any back we have and he can get outside. 
He gives us something extra. 

“Besides, what he said wasn’t all that controversial.” 

Morris looked totally uncontroversial to Shula when 
the Dolphins clinched the Eastern Division title in the 
American Conference one November Sunday in Shea 
Stadium. 

Well, maybe a little controversial at the start. That’s 
when he fumbled a kickoff and then lost a pitchout which 
led to a Jet touchdown. 

But then he blew into the end zone on a third-and-one 
situation, a pressure play from the Jet goal-line. Next he 
blasted 14 yards on one of his patented stop-and-go 
twisting, tilting runs which allowed his club to win, 
28-24. 

Believe it or not, it was his first full game as a pro. 

“T came out huffing and puffing,” he said, after barrel- 
ing 23 times for 107 yards. “I’m going to have to do 
some running to get into shape.” 

There was a little sarcasm in his comment. 
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Tt seems that the public still looks upon the Cassidy- 
Kid combination as the keystone of the Dolphins’ attack, 
even though Merc finished with almost twice Kiick’s 
yardage. 

Even after the New York game, which established 
Morris as one of the league’s premier outside runners, a 
Manhattan-based author still was at work on a sports 
book about Kiick and Csonka. 

‘You ought to change the title to “Butch Cassidy and 
That Mercury Kid,” suggested a colleague. 

Morris wouldn’t say as much. In fact, the articulate 
ball carrier sounded almost like Shula in the tactfulness 
of his public statements. 

“The big thing,” claimed Morris, when he was getting 
the lion’s share of the playing time, “is that both Jim and 
I are contributing. 

“When I complained about not playing in the Super 
Bowl against Dallas, it was misconstrued as a selfish thing. 
It wasn’t. All I wanted to do was make a contribution, 
and I couldn’t contribute sitting on the bench. I honestly 
felt we needed some outside running in that game and 
that I could have provided it.” 

Merc’s tune changed more than slightly when Kiick 
began to get more action at playoff time. 

“I was skeptical about Shula playing three backs,” he 
said before the ’*73 Super Bowl. “I feel a back has to get 
himself in the groove by playing all the time.” 

Kiick liked it even less. 

“After the season,” he said, “I’ve got to sit down and 
decide whether I want to stay in Miami and play part- 
time or go elsewhere and play all the time.” 

It’s no wonder that Mercury feels he need not share 
the spotlight. When he was in college at West Texas State, 
Duane Thomas was in the same backfield. Mere was so 
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good that Thomas was reduced to the role of blocking 
back. 

O.J. Simpson was a college senior at the same time 
Morris was finishing at West Texas State. The late Joe 
Kerbel, West Texas’ head coach, was aware of O.J.’s 
accomplishments, but he still referred to Mercury as “the 
best back in the nation.” 

It sounded crazy then, but in retrospect Kerbel had a 
better than fair case, 

Almost any time a WTU opponent looked up, Morris 
was standing in its end zone. And it got to seem that 
way for Miami’s opponents in the NFL last year. 

“Butch Cassidy and That Mercury Kid” may not cap- 
ture the imagination of too many headline writers, but 
they’re liable to be the story of Miami’s dynasty in the 
NFL for years to come. 


A HANDSHAKE 
IS HIS CONTRACT 


Calvin Murphy, the Houston Rockets’ basketball star, 
gets his income tax form made out by him, 

Jim Plunkett lives with him. 

Derek Sanderson, the hockey star, putts out on the 
ninth green while his $1-million contract is negotiated by 
him. 

The man’s name is Bob Woolf. 

He is a unique blend of attorney, agent, manager and 
advisor. 

It’s becoming traditional for the top pick in profes- 
sional football to use him as his negotiating surrogate. 
Plunkett did it when he came out of Stanford as the hot- 
test quarterback since Joe Namath. Woolf got him a hefty 
contract from the New England Patriots. 

Walt Patulski signed with Woolf when the Buffalo Bills 
picked him out of the Notre Dame lineup to help patch 
up their leaky defense. 

And John Matuszak, the giant defensive lineman from 
Tampa U, made it three Woolf clients in three years to 
be selected at the top of the NFL’s freshman class when 
the Houston Oilers used their No. 1 pick to tab him. 

Woolf is a pleasant, sports-minded fellow in his 40s. 
His base is Boston. He was a successful general-practice 
attorney in the New England city for several years until 
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he happened to become involved as a representative for 
an athlete. 

“The athlete was Earl Wilson, who used to pitch for 
the Boston Red Sox,” remembers Woolf. 

“Earl pitched a no-hitter one year and got a lot of 
requests for personal appearances. He came to me for 
help, since I was his attorney anyway. 

“T didn’t know anything about the special information 
needed to represent a professional athlete. I just used 
common sense and it came out all right.” 

It came out so well that Wilson touted some of team- 
mates like Ken Harrelson, George Scott and Reggie 
Smith onto Woolf. The baseball players told the basket- 
ball players and Sam Jones and Wayne Embry of the 
Celtics became Woolf clients. 

From there the ball was lateraled to the hockey Bruins 
and players like Ted Green, Wayne Cashman, Gerry 
Cheevers and Sanderson joined his stable. He completed 
the cycle with a bunch of the football Patriots, including 
Jon Morris, Houston Antwine, Gino Cappelletti and Jim 
Hunt, 

“Tt was strictly a Boston thing until some of the players 
got traded and suggested their new teammates be repre- 
sented by me.” 

The next thing Woolf knew, his general law practice 
was overwhelmed and he was doing nothing other than 
representing athletes of all sorts. 

“My practice is 100 per cent sports now,” he says. 
“There isn’t time for anything else. I was in Russia last 
fall with Team Canada and the hockey series. I was in 
Italy and Spain representing basketball players. 

“For football I got to Australia. Quantas Airlines, the 
Melbourne Herald and a sports radio program in Boston 
called ‘The Sports Huddle’ sponsored a tryout camp for 
kickers from Australian football. 
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“My role was to represent the winner in contract nego- 
tiations with the Patriots. The winner was a fellow by the 
name of Des Ley, and I think American football fans 
are going to hear more of him and other Australians.” 

The promotion might have been a gimmick, but to 
Woolf it was serious business. He signed up six other 
kickers for service with other U.S. pro teams. 

“They kick straightaway, like American kickers,” he 
says. “They can control kicks, put curves on them, even 
make them boomerang. They could revolutionize our 
game,” said Woolf. 

At any rate, he wasn’t missing a trick, 

Woolf doesn’t stop moving fast when he’s back in the 
U.S., either. In April of last year he spent each day of 
the month in a different city, settling football and basket- 
ball contracts. During the winter his family lives down 
in Hollywood, Fla., and he commutes between there and 
Boston each week. 

He has a staff of eight other lawyers who work for 
him. All of them devote full time to sports business. 

His toughest work involves football contracts. 

This season he represented four No. 1 draftees: Ma- 
tuszak; Green Bay’s No. 1 pick, Barry Smith, the Florida 
State wide receiver; the New York Jets’ top selection, 
Miami cornerback Burgess Owens; and Minnesota No. 1, 
Miami halfback Chuck Foreman. 

“Football contracts are the most difficult to negotiate,” 
he says. “In basketball, there is competetive bidding since 
there are two leagues; in hockey you have the same thing; 
baseball is becoming a freer and more open market. 

“But since the merger, salaries have been regulated by 
categories. There are 40 players on each team and they 
fall into those categories. There is no longer a second 
league [he doesn’t consider the Canadian League much 
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of a threat when it comes to bidding against the NFL for 
top picks]. 

“It’s awfully tough to get football to change.” 

Nevertheless, Woolf never has had a holdout of any 
sort in football or any other sport. 

“I don’t think holding out accomplishes anything,” 
he says. “Sometimes such a bad situation is created be- 
tween the player and the team that it can’t be rectified. 

“What I ask for is the fair market value. If the team 
is willing to pay a fair market value, there is no problem.” 

What bugs Woolf is the fact that football pays by posi- 
tion, with quarterbacks and others in what the NFL calls 
“the skill positions” much better rewarded than the 
drones. 

“My heart goes out to the linemen,” he says. “They 
get the lesser pay. They make few commercials. They get 
few product endorsements. They aren’t usually in demand 
for personal appearances, 

“But they are just as vital to their teams as any other 
player.” 

What Woolf offers a player—quarterback or lineman 
—is financial and business guidance far beyond the initial 
negotiating table. 

“Once we negotiate a contract for one of our clients, 
his paycheck is sent right to us,” he says. “He receives 
an allowance on which to live. All his bills are paid by 
our office. We plan his estate. His insurance program is 
mapped out by us. His will is made out. All his financial 
planning is taken care of. His taxation is taken care of. 
Everything like endorsements, autobiographies, personal 
appearances are negotiated by us, 

“His money is then invested very conservatively. We 
expect that by the time he ends his career, it will show a 
modest appreciation.” 
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What Woolf and his men guard against is the fast-buck 
guys on the fringe of professional sports, 

“We want the player to keep his mind on his sport,” 
says Woolf. “We want him to play at his best. Our job is 
to keep him from being exploited by the people on the 
fringe. You know the type, who tell him, ‘Put in $5,000 
and we'll see that you make $50,000 in five months.’ 

“Since most athletes are young, inexperienced men, 
that sort of talk excites some of them. Our job is to keep 
things in perspective for them.” 

Most of Woolf’s football clients have sought him out. 

“Matuszak came over to where I was speaking before 
a meeting of the Hillsboro Beach Bar Association in 
Florida to ask that I represent him,” says Woolf. “We 
shook on it. I didn’t see him then until the draft. That's 
how I deal with my clients, by handshake. I never sign 
them to a contract with me.” 

Patulski was touted on to him through a friend in 
Florida. Plunkett’s Oakland lawyer suggested Woolf to 
Jim. 

Woolf gets totally involved with his clients. Plunkett 
of course was an extreme case. Not everyone pitches 
camp in Woolf’s house. 

“J really feel Matuszak can be a tremendous player,” 
he says of the NFL’s current Numero Uno. 

“T always thought Wilt Chamberlin was awesome, but 
I'll put John right with him—6-foot-8, 280 pounds, a 
54-inch chest and 34-inch waist and a hairdo that makes 
him look even taller. Tremendous!” 

For the ex-Boston College basketball player, it’s a 
more exciting practice than his old life of house closings 
and property settlements, 


GEORGE ALLEN: 
LOVE HIM OR LEAVE HIM 


Let’s see, what do we know about George Allen? 

First of all, he is the head coach and general manager 
of the Washington Redskins, the man who spends the 
money and picks the players and makes the trades and 
builds fortresses in suburban Virginia and aggravates 
everyone in the process. 

That makes him the most powerful man any team 
has had since Vince Lombardi ran the Green Bay 
Packers. 

What else? He is a successful, if single-minded, man. 
He has never—that’s never, as in never—had a losing 
season as a head coach. He has coached the Los Angeles 
Rams and the Redskins in the NFL and his total record 
for the seven years is a remarkable 69—24—5. So how 
come he hasn’t made any friends? 

Here’s how come: 

In November of 1972, George Allen held a 20-13 
lead over the New York Giants with 24 seconds to 
play. His Redskins were on the Giants’ four-yard line. 
George called a time out, giving Larry Brown the 
chance to score a meaningless touchdown, preventing 
the clock from quietly running out. On that final play, 
Larry Brown might have fumbled . . . he might have 
been hurt . . . another regular might have been hurt, 

Alex Webster, the Giants’ head coach, was enraged, 
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and he was not the least bit mollified when someone 
sent him a picture of George, smiling sweetly. On it 
was written: “Being in love with yourself means never 
having to say you’re sorry.” 

But there’s more. George Allen has this theory about 
how to win in the NFL, and his 69-24—-S report card 
indicates he has, indeed, learned something that has 
escaped most other coaches. His theory is that age is 
beautiful, youth is dangerous and veterans will win. 

“The future is now,” he rumbled the day he took 
over as Redskin dictator in January of 1971, after hav- 
ing been fired for the second time by the late Dan 
Reeves, owner of the Rams. The first time the L.A. 
players rallied around Allen, causing Reeves to relent. 
The second time his firing was greeted with a loud round 
of silence. 

“The future is now,” he repeated, and even before 
the words became part of the folklore of America, he 
began to trade. Trade? He began to whirl through the 
league like some tornado gone beserk. Before he had 
finished, he has registered 19 trades which involved 33 
players and 24 draft choices. 

But you know what? It worked. He took a team that 
had been 6-8 and led it to a record of 9-4—1 and a 
1971 playoff appearance. The last time any Redskin 
team had played a post-season game, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s unexpired presidential term was being com- 
pleted by a senator from Missouri named Harry 
Truman, 

So it did work, and it does work, for the Redskins 
of ’72 ran off to an 11-3 record, swept up the NFC’s 
Eastern Division championship, chewed up the Green 
Bay Packers in the first round of Pete Rozelle’s Topsy- 
Turvy All-Electric Phantasmagoric Playoffs and then 
devastated the Dallas Cowboys in the NFC champion- 
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ship contest to gain admittance into Super Bowl VIL. 

There was a small deviation from the schedule there, 
sad to say. The Miami Dolphins completed a 17-0 sea- 
son by whipping George and the Redskins, 14-7. 

It ruined what the press had considered to be a pre- 
ordained post-game extravaganza—George standing on 
the NFL shield painted on the grass in the center of the 
field and 90,000 people singing “Hail To The Redskins” 
as he bodily ascends to wherever it is that legendary 
coaches go, 

Clearly, beatification will have to wait. 

But George has done it, He has become as much a 
household word as Spiro Agnew, Snoopy and Chrissy 
Evert. He is charismatic, as older people say. He exudes 
excitement. Some people say he can light up a room 
simply by leaving it, but that is cruel. Still, George does 
not evoke neutrality from anyone. It’s love him or leave 
him. 

The players love him, 

“The man is incredible,” says defensive tackle Diron 
Talbert, whose forearms are slightly incredible them- 
selves. “He works harder than any player. He is always 
prepared, for anything. No team was ever better pre- 
pared than the Redskins, and that’s why we win. Also, 
George doesn’t know the word ‘lose.’ When he talks to 
us, at any time, he never says things like ‘if we lose’ or 
‘if they beat us’ because for him those are impossible 
developments. He honestly believes he cannot lose a 
game.” 

There is more, of course. People like Talbert make 
teams successful, and so do people like Larry Brown 
and Charley Taylor and Chris Hanburger and Jack 
Pardee and Len Hauss and Brig Owens and Pat Fischer. 
Indeed, a coach probably couldn’t help but win with 
such a collection. 
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Allen’s reliance on experience, not youth, has made 
him both a shrewd and a compulsive trader. He cannot 
stop dealing off draft choices, even those he no longer 
owns, and a few such transgressions have annoyed the 
hell out of other NFL owners. 

George once sent a No. 5 pick to the Giants only to 
find he no longer owned it, so he had to replace it with 
a player. The player was Richmond Flowers, who be- 
came the Giants’ starting strong-side safety. 

Ultimately, the complaints reached Pete Rozelle’s of- 
fice, and in infinite wisdom Pete fined George $5,000. 
There were some owners who wanted George kicked 
out of the league, but we’re not ready for such wisdom 
yet. 

But did such wrist-slapping stop George Allen? It 
did not. He continued to trade for the established vet- 
erans, picking up such as Rosey Taylor and Alvin Hay- 
mond, Speedy Duncan and Daye Robinson, Clancy Wil- 
liams and Fred Miller. 

Robinson, Williams and Miller are his three latest 
additions, and just when people thought the old Red- 
skins were going to become terminally old, he pulls 
these three away from their previous team rosters and 
strengthens the Redskins all over again. Robinson is 
still one of the top strong-side linebackers in the league, 
and Miller’s problem was an inability to get on with Joe 
Thomas, the new general manager-executioner of the 
Baltimore Colts. Williams had some problems with the 
Rams, but he played well for George in Los Angeles 
and that’s what counts. 

George Allen at work is frightening, because it is al- 
most impossible to conceive of a single man having 
such energy. He is in the office at 8 AM and seldom 
leaves before 11 PM. He resents the necessity of taking 
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eating, 

“His favorite food,” says his wife, Etty, “is ice cream. 
Why? Because he doesn’t have to chew it.” 

Indeed, he enjoys vanilla ice cream, because it is 
simple and uncomplicated, no doubt. 

But George is, among other things, a master psycholo- 
gist. He firmly believes a professional team can be 
motivated by the same methods as a high school or 
college team, and he makes it work. He has slogans . . . 
he clips several out-of-town newspapers for anything 
that might smack of controversy . . . he uses ploys and 
strategems to get players angry . . . he stirs their emo- 
tions before he instructs their intellects. 

“All during the season,” says Talbert, “George kept 
telling us about the kind of Super Bowl rings he would 
order for us when we won. I mean, he made them sound 
so big and so gorgeous that we’d need Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don to insure them, You know, it was like a goal. Our 
tired old legs would crawl in from practice and we’d 
remember that ring and we’d force ourselves to do it 
all over again. Sure he gets us ‘up’ for games, but what 
surprises me is how often he can do it, using something 
new each time.” 

Allen is a stickler about his team’s attitude. He re- 
fuses to expose his players, or himself, to extended in- 
terviews. He has always kept to a rigid schedule, a 
timetable planned to the minute, and to extend an in- 
terview session means to louse up the master plan. 

George was incensed during Super Bowl week when 
he and his players were caught up in the “carnival at- 
mosphere” of the game and forced to submit to daily, 
mass press conferences. Honest, he felt the newspaper 
and television folk were enemies sent over by Miami’s 
Don Shula. 
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“The next time,” he warned, “I’m going to risk a fine 
by the league and keep the team in Redskin Park [the 
fortress in suburban Virginia] until a day or so before 
the game. And I don’t agree with a two-week layover 
between the conference championship games and this 
one. It’s for the publicity, I know, but it hurts the 
teams.” 

Perhaps, but publicity never hurt the game, and it is 
the inordinate amount of publicity that has made the 
Super Bowl important enough to use Roman numerals 
to designate it. 

That Virginia fortress is a case in point to underscore 
Allen’s intensity. “We cannot practice and work and 
plan in the stadium,” he said one day. “We need our 
own private, secluded facility.” 

So he drove out into the woods and came back and 
three months later a compound had sprouted near the 
Potomac River, complete with a fieldhouse and locker 
rooms and two practice fields and administration build- 
ing and high wire fences and natural shrub-and-tree 
fences and oodles and oodles of ground. 

“When we hired George,” says Edward Bennett Wil- 
liams, the famed criminal lawyer who acts as team presi- 
dent, “we gave him an unlimited budget. He exceeded 
it.” 

But Williams smiles when he discusses George’s ex- 
cesses, for like everyone else he has fallen victim to the 
curse of success, He is as fanatic a fan as the guy who 
works for a living. He is usually seen at Duke Ziebert’s, 
a kind of Toots Shor’s South, which is a sports hangout- 
restaurant-watering hole that sometimes attracts George 
Allen. 

But high-living is not George’s bag. He is more 
content with ice cream-and-cake, which Ziebert sup- 
plies in gargantuan amounts every Thursday following a 
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victory. It’s a little party idea which might be sneered at 
by the sophisticates at Slippery Rock, but the Redskins 
like it. 

It’s a George Allen tradition. Ice cream and cake. 
Honest to God, on a team where once Sonny Jurgensen 
ruled supreme? 

But the Redskins—the Over The Hill Gang—have 
proved their ability and deserve their reputations. 
George Allen has done it, again, and he deserves the ac- 
colades and the praise. 

And as he said after beating Dallas to earn the Super 
Bowl: “It’s a special night. I think we'll celebrate by 
going out and having a nice bottle of champagne. An 
over-the-hill bottle, I’m sure. The older the better.” 


SUPER CRUNCH, KILLER, 
KING KONG . . . BUTKUS! 


Comedian Don Rickles has a pro football skit in his 
nightclub act. One of his lines is: “They shouldn’t let 
Butkus play with people, just live animals.” 

Another comedian has a line about Butkus, too. “It 
just amazes me how fathers can put in all the time and 
effort and expenses needed to raise a son, watch him 
graduate college and then allow him to play professional 
football against Dick Butkus.” 

Clearly, Dick Butkus has made an impact on 
America. 

Butkus, of course, is the middle linebacker of the 
Chicago Bears. And he is the middle linebacker in the 
National Football League. He is about to start his ninth 
NFL season and nobody has ever played his position 
any better. He is as close to Neanderthal as modern man 
can get. He is called Super Crunch and Killer and King 
Kong, but he is merely a man dedicated to being the 
best. 

At 6-3 and 245 pounds, Dick Butkus is a throwback. 
He could have played for the Bears when they were the 
Monsters of the Midway more than 30 years ago. He 
is as rough and unrefined and vicious as any of the 
pre-specialization, pre-platoon stars of pro football. 

“J just want to be the very best there is,” he says. 
“When people think of middle linebacking, I want them 
to think of Butkus and nobody else,” 

So far, he’s had it his way. 
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There have been and there are others whose fans try 
to equate them with Butkus. They have names like 
Lucci and Curtis and Lanier and Buoniconti and 
Nitschke. 

But they don’t compare, they can’t match, they won’t 
wash, It’s Butkus. Just Butkus. 

Wellington Mara, the president of the New York 
Giants, has certain thoughts about Butkus that go be- 
yond scouting reports, On a chartered flight one day, 
he was asked to pick one man for his team, one man 
from any other team in the league. 

He didn’t take very long. “Butkus,” he said. “I would 
want Butkus.” 

“But he’s slower and his knees are bad,” the ques- 
tioner argued. “And he’s kind of a veteran, too.” 

“Right,” said Mara, “but he’s the finest middle line- 
backer I have ever seen, and he has something special. 
He can fire up a team by being on the field. He can pick 
them up and make them play harder. I’d want him just 
for that. He’s a natural leader, and he inspires by 
action.” 

Dick Butkus, then, has everyone’s respect. 

But what moves this man, what motivates him? How 
did he come to be the epitome of violence, feared by 
small children and by large quarterbacks? 

“I always wanted to play football, nothing else,” he 
says, “In college, I just wanted to play every game, 
every play. I love the contact and the challenge and 
the whole concept of football. Its my life, and I am 
grateful I have been able to play this long.” 

Butkus tackles with his shoulder as often as with 
his arms, and those collisions are fearful episodes in the 
pain he administers. 

“You just can’t believe a guy hits that hard,” says 
Fran Tarkenton, quarterback of the Minnesota Vikings. 
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“You just can’t seem to fool him away from a play, 
either.” 

Butkus is in the glamor position of pro football, for 
the middle linebackers have long held reputations for 
savagery. But he has exceeded that. The position de- 
mands cunning and instant reactions, intelligence and 
foresight, sometimes ESP. Butkus has all of that, plus 
his special charisma for tackling, for brutality, that at- 
tracts-repels crowds constantly. 

First it was men like Les Richter and Chuck Bed- 
narik, Then it was Joe Schmidt and Bill George. Then 
Ray Nitschke and Sam Huff. 

And then came Dick Butkus. 

Butkus came from the University of Illinois in the 
draft held in November of 1964, perhaps the finest 
draft the NFL has ever held. The first round included 
such names as Gale Sayers, Joe Namath, Craig Morton, 
Tucker Frederickson, Ken Willard and many more 
players who would win fame: Statistically, that year 
produced more NFL stars than at any other time before 
or since. 

And it produced Butkus. 

The New York Giants drafted first that year, and 
chose the barreling fullback from Auburn, Frederick- 
son. He was a jinxed man, a superlative fullback as a 
rookie but then followed and torn by injuries for the 
next seven years, until he retired as a shell and an un- 
fulfilled promise of what he could have been, Jimmy 
Brown, they said when they looked at him in 1965. 
Jimmy Brown. That, indeed, was promise. 

San Francisco chose next, and picked Willard. He 
became one of the league’s durable, dependable full- 
backs, and still is. 

And then old George Halas picked up a franchise. 

The founder and then head coach of the Bears had 
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two picks in succession. With one of them he grabbed 
Gale Sayers. With the other he claimed Dick Butkus. 

Sayers became the most storied halfback of our time 
until he, like Frederickson, fell victim to the cruel torn 
knees. When he was whole, he was artistry in cleats, 
flitting and phantoming and doing things no football 
player should be able to do, gaining yards by the thou- 
sands, catching passes and even throwing them. 

And Butkus became the Bears’ defense. 

He was the middle linebacker from his first game as 
a rookie and, but for injury, he has continued as the 
middle linebacker. 

It has been Butkus’ one source of disappointment 
that the Bears have not won a championship of any sort 
since he joined the team. He is as well-known in Chi- 
cago as its other famous tough guy, Mayor Richard 
Daley. He is Chicago’s own, a native, a brutish, knuckle- 
swinging man in a rollicking blue-collar town that takes 
pride in its rough edges and makes no attempt to smooth 
them out. 

He has not been able to bring “his people” a cham- 
pionship, and now that Sayers is a memory, he is the 
only one left to do it. 

“We just haven’t had the breaks,” he says. “We had 
some super teams since I started here, but one position 
would break down or one guy would get hurt, like Gale, 
and we’d come up short. Sure, I want to play for a 
championship team, It’s not the money, It’s the pride. 
It’s knowing you’re the best there is that’s so important. 
But I'd be dishonest if I said I haven’t enjoyed Chicago, 
win or lose. It’s my home, and I want to win because I 
feel I owe it to the city.” 

Butkus has remained a constant, sometimes the sole 
constant, in a team of changing faces and moods and 
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images. Some of the Bears’ years have been comical, 
others tragic, but none of them winning. 

He has played for three coaches—Halas, Jim Dooley 
and now Abe Gibron—and through those years the 
one glaring absence has been at the quarterback 
position. 

Last season the Bears were a joke when the pass was 
needed. They finished last—that’s 26th—in the NFL in 
passing. But their quarterback, strong Bobby Douglass, 
set a league record for yards gained rushing by a quar- 
terback, He swept past Tarkenton and Staubach and 
Landry and got all the way up to 968, a mere 32 away 
from the magic 1,000. 

Did the Bears win? They did not. They needed a 
passing attack, not a third runner. But there were times 
when Douglass was their only runner. The two strong 
young men drafted two years ago have yet to live up to 
their promise. Jim Harrison and Joe Moore have been 
hurt so much; they have not been able to establish what 
is felt will be bonafide reputations as superstars. 

And the defense has changed drastically over the 
years. Gone are Doug Atkins and Joe Fortunato and 
Larry Morris and Richie Petitbon and Rosey Taylor. 
Just Butkus remains, and now the names of those 
around him are Doug Buffone and Ross Brupbacher and 
Charlie Ford. 

Tt is a young defense, a promising defense, and ‘it 
could all come together soon. But will Butkus be there 
to make it happen? That depends on his legs and on 
how long the kids take to grow up. 

His legs, so far, have been the only obstacle Butkus 
has been unable to hurdle. He has had knee problems 
and they have slowed him. But he has refused to sit 
down, to stop playing, and Butkus limping is a better 
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middle linebacker than most teams are able to put on 
the field with healthy bodies. 

“He does it because he’s so smart,” says his coach, 
Gibron. “Butkus has to be the smartest middle line- 
backer I’ve seen, and the most courageous football 
player, too. He wants to do everything.” 

Indeed, Butkus is still the wedge man on special 
teams, reveling in the fury of those suicide squads, 
cracking open the seam that propels Ron Smith or Cecil 
Turner to a breakaway return. 

He was the hero in a 16-15 victory over Washington 

“ two years ago when he caught a pass from Douglass on 
an aborted extra-point play. He did the same thing last 
season against Philadelphia, and his heroics in 1972 
included one rushing attempt, He took his position as 
up-man in Chicago’s punt formation, stationed a half- 
dozen yards behind the center to obliterate any rusher 
who penetrated the Bears’ line. But the snap didn’t go 
to Bobby Joe Green. It went to jersey number 51, and 
off he went—for 28 yards. 

He is the leading career interceptor on the current 
Bears’ team, roaming the full range of the middle line- 
backer’s area with a cunning and a skill born of dedica- 
tion and experience. 

“T once looked him off a pass,” remembers New 
York Giants’ quarterback Norm Snead. “I faked and 
faked and he kept sliding over and over to where I 
was looking. Then I suddenly turned and threw to the 
other side of the field. That man was there to knock 
the ball down, and I think it was a time when his leg 
was bothering him, too.” 

Butkus has survived, despite injuries. Butkus is still 
there, despite the years. Butkus is still the best, despite 
the often hopeless nature of his team and the fact 
that Chicago is usually out of the race by mid-season. 
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He would win in the alley and he wants to win on 
the field. But even if his team never does, this eight- 
time All-Pro is a winner. He has never played a losing 
game, although he might have played in several of 
them. 

And when people think of middle linebackers, they 
do indeed think of Butkus first. All the rest come after. 


THE UNMAKING 
OF THE COLTS 


Johnny Unitas takes the snap from center and sets up 
by back-pedaling in that stoop-shouldered, hunched-up 
manner of his. He looks quickly to the right, turns to the 
left, steps forward with one of his high-top shoes and 
delivers the pass with his famous pronounced follow- 
through. 

But something is wrong, 

Not the high-topped shoes. Not the follow-through. 
Not the pass. 

It’s the uniform. 

The jersey is of strange colors. The helmet has light- 
ning bolts on it instead of horseshoes, The uniform be- 
longs to the San Diego Chargers. So does Unitas. 

It’s 1973 and Johnny Unitas is no longer a Baltimore 
Colt. 

Neither are a lot of other guys. 

Jerry Logan is a Los Angeles Ram. 

Billy Newsome is a New Orleans Saint. 

Fred Miller is a Washington Redskin. 

Dan Sullivan is an Oakland Raider. 

Bill Curry and Tom Nowatzke are Houston Oilers. 

John Mackey is a Charger. 

Tom Matte became a Charger, then retired. 

Bob Vogel chucked it all and just retired. 

Norm Bulaich is a Philadelphia Eagle. 
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Miami may have won the Super Bowl; Philadelphia, 
Los Angeles, Detroit, Houston, New England and St. 
Louis may have changed coaches; the Giants have dealt 
themselves out of a home park. 

But the Colts remain the most fascinating organization 
in football for 1973. 

This is the club which won the Super Bow] in January 
of 1971. Less than 21 months later it was in shambles. 

It all began last summer, when reports circulated that 
Carroll Rosenbloom, long-time owner of the Colts, was 
seeking to buy the Los Angeles Rams. Rosenbloom was 
fed up with Baltimore. The city was procrastinating about 
building a new park or even improving old Municipal 
Stadium. Baltimore’s blue-collar fans proved reluctant 
when it came to attendance at exhibition games, a huge 
money-maker for the NFL owners. And Rosenbloom 
didn’t even live in Baltimore any more. 

Besides, the ownership of the Rams offered an added 
inducement: tax relief. For example, as a new owner, 
Rosenbloom could amortize his players over his first five 
years of ownership. That privilege was used up long ago 
in Baltimore. 

Joe Thomas, whose skill as a talent scout was a prin- 
cipal factor in the building of two strong expansion teams, 
Minnesota and Miami, read of Rosenbloom’s desires. 

Thomas had a lot of time to read. He had resigned 
from the Miami club after a disagreement with President 
Joe Robbie. He was “between assignments.” 

Rosenbloom’s wishes became Thomas’ driving force. 
He thought he had a spectacular idea and knew of the 
man to help him pull it off. His idea was to have that 
man buy the Rams, then trade them to Rosenbloom for 
the Colts. 

His “angel” was a Chicago air-conditioning tycoon 
named Robert Irsay. Thomas had undergone serious 
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heart surgery at the Miami Heart Institute the year be- 
fore. The surgeon had a lawyer brother in Chicago who 
served as Irsay’s attorney. That was the connection. 

Irsay, to make a long story short, came up with the 
required $19-million and found himself owner of the 
winningest team in modern football, the Colts. 

“Ts this going to be fun!” he said to himself. 

Not so fast, 

The Colts, through an arrangement made by Rosen- 
bloom, trained in Tampa last summer and were billeted 
at the University of South Florida. South Florida is a 
coed institution, The Colts’ living quarters were on one 
floor of a coed dormitory. 

What happened was enough to make Knute Rockne 
spin in his box formation. 

One veteran member of the Baltimore organization 
came home after three weeks in camp. “I can’t stand to 
watch what’s happening,” he said. 

The players had a ball. They played some terrible 
football in the exhibition games, but they had a ball. 
“Everything will be okay when they put real bullets in 
the gun,” they said. 

When that happened and the regular season kicked off, 
the Colts lost six of their first seven games. 

This turn of events made new owner Irsay look like 
a sap. Tycoons don’t endorse the idea of being made to 
look foolish. 

After the fourth loss at home the coach, Don McCaf- 
ferty, who wrought a miracle two seasons before when 
he won the world championship as a rookie head coach, 
was fired. 

The players called McCafferty the “Easy Rider.” His 
dismissal brought a near mutiny, Bill Curry, the player 
representative, was loudest of all. 

Stung by the criticism of him and his new general 


250 BALTIMORE COLTS 


manager, Thomas, Irsay told the Chicago Tribune that 
he had purchased not only a team of losers but a collec- 
tion of deadbeats. The players, according to Irsay, were 
into the club treasury for $600,000 in loans and owed 
$50,000 for tickets to past games. 

The revelation widened the breach between the players 
and the new management. 

If Thomas was hurt by the rift, he kept it to himself. 
Instead, he went into action to establish himself as the 
strong man in the organization. 

The new coach, John Sandusky, held a press con- 
ference the day after his appointment to reveal that 
young Marty Domres would succeed Johnny Unitas as 
the Colt quarterback. 

“Who made that decision?” Sandusky was asked. 

“No comment,” answered the coach. 

There were further moves, most of which were dic- 
tated by Thomas. Matte, the long-time halfback, was 
benched in favor of Don McCauley, who had been a 
No. 1 draft choice the year before; rookie Lydell Mitchell 
was installed as McCauley’s running mate; Bruce Laird, 
another rookie, replaced veteran Jerry Logan at safety. 

The Colts ended up winning five games. It did not 
satisfy Thomas. 

“¥ want to rebuild now, before this team gets too old,” 
he said, “I’m not interested in being a .500 team in 1973. 
I think we can come right back as a contender. In fact, I 
expect it.” 

That was his justification for making all the trades, He 
didn’t even want to stop there. He tried to peddle Bubba 
Smith for Houston’s No, 1 pick in the entire draft. The 
other defensive end, Roy Hilton, was dangled in trade 
talk. So was cornerback Charlie Stukes and linebacker 
Ray May. 
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Sentiment about Colt victories of the past didn’t pull 
at Thomas’ heartstrings. 

“They call it togetherness,” he said of Baltimore’s Old 
Gang of Mine, “but I call it a clique. 

“Teams grow together, then win together, then go 
downhill together, You have to make changes if you want 
to stay on top.” 

Thomas knows he is the man on the spot in Baltimore 
football in °73. He axed his second coach of the season 
when Sandusky was let go after the last game. Even 
Domres, who replaced Unitas, wasn’t safe. Thomas 
drafted LSU’s great quarterback, Bert Jones, with the 
second pick of the draft. 

A lot of NFL people thought Domres played well 
against the Humpty Dumpties and poorly against the 
good clubs. The Colts didn’t score a point on Miami 
in *72, for instance. 

“Jones will play as soon as he has the mechanics and 
the preparation,” says Howard Schnellenberger, the Mi- 
ami Dolphins’ assistant Thomas hired to replace San- 
dusky, “I can’t tell when that will be. 

“Hopefully it will be early.” 

That last part isn’t exactly a vote of confidence for 
Domres. Schnellenberger himself will be judged on the 
basis of Jones’ progress. 

“The head coach and quarterback take credit when a 
team wins,” says Thomas. “They should take the blame 
when a team loses. 

“The Baltimore Colts will either win or .. .” 

The “or...” is one of the 1973 season’s most in- 
triguing alternatives. 
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Team Player Pos. College 
First Round 
Houston MATUSZAK, John DE Tampa 
Baltimore JONES, Bert QB LSU 
from New Orleans 
Philadelphia SISEMORE, Jerry T Texas 
New England HANNAH, John G  Atabama 
St. Louis BUTZ, Dave DT Purdue 
Philadelphia YOUNG, Charlie TE So. California 
from San Diego 
Buffalo SEYMOUR, Paul T Michigan 
Chicago CHAMBERS, Wallace DE Eastern Kentucky 
Denver ARMSTRONG, Otis RB Purdue 
Baltimore EHRMANN, Joe DT Syracuse 
New England CUNNINGHAM, Sam RB So. California 
from Los Angeles 
Minnesota FOREMAN, Charles RB Miami 
New York Jets OWENS, Burgess DB Miami 
Houston AMUNDSON, George RB __lowa State 
from Atlanta 
Cincinnati CURTIS, Isaac WR San Diego State 
Cleveland HOLDEN, Steve WR Arizona State 
from N.Y. Giants 
Detroit PRICE, Ernest DE Texas A&l 
from Kansas City 
thru Chicago 
San Francisco HOLMES, Michael DB ‘Texas Southern 
New England STINGLEY, Darryi WR Purdue 
from Detroit 
thru Chicago 
Dallas DU PREE, Billy Joe TE Michigan State 
Green Bay SMITH, Barry WR Florida State 


252 


Team 


Cleveland 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
San Diego 
from Washington 
thru Baltimore 
Buffalo 
from Miami 


Kansas City 
from Houston 
Philadelphia 
New Orleans 
Cleveland 


from New England 


thru N.Y, Giants 
Los Angeles 
from San Diego 
Buffalo 
Chicago 
Minnesota 
from St. Louis 
Baltimore 
Denver 
Los Angeles 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
New York Giants 
from Minnesota 
San Francisco 
from N.Y. Giants 
Los Angeles 
from Kansas City 
Cincinnati 
Detroit 
St. Louis 


from San Francisco 


Dallas 

from Green Bay 
Cleveland 
Chicago 

from Dallas 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
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Player Pos. 
First Round (Contd.) 
ADAMS, Pete T 
GUY, William Ray K-P 
THOMAS, James DB 
RODGERS, Johnny WR 


DE LAMIELLEURE, Joseph G 


Second Round 


BUTLER, Gary TE 
MORRISS, Guy G 
MOORE, Derland DE 
PRUITT, Greg RB 
BRYANT, Cullen DB 
WINANS, Jeff DT 
HUFF, Gary QB 
WALLACE, Jackie DB 
BARNES, Mike DE 
CHAVOUS, Barney DE 
JAWORSKI, Ron QB 
WOODS, Robert T 
MARX, Greg DT 
VAN PELT, Brad LB 
HARPER, Willie LB 
YOUNGBLOOD, Jim LB 
CHANDLER, Albert TE 
CROSSWHITE, Leon RB 
KEITHLEY, Gary QB 
RICHARDS, Golden WR 
STIENKE, Jim DB 
HRIVNAK, Gary DT 
JOHNSON, Monte DT 
PHARES, Ken DB 


College 


So. California 
So. Mississippi 
Florida State 
Nebraska 


Michigan State 


Rice 


Texas Christian 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 


Colorado 


So. California 
Florida State 
Arizona 


Miami 

S. Carolina State 
Youngstown 
Tennessee State 
Notre Dame 
Michigan State 


Nebraska 
Tennessee Tech 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Texas-E] Paso 
Hawaii 


S. W. Texas 
Purdue 


Nebraska 
Mississippi State 
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Team 


New Orleans 
from Washington 
thru N.Y. Jets 
Miami 


Dallas 
from Houston 
thru New Orleans 
Denver 
from New Orleans 
thru Washington 
and Cleveland 
Philadelphia 
New England 
Buffalo 
Detroit 
from Chicago 
St. Louis 
Los Angeles 
from San Diego 
Baltimore 
from Denver 
thru Houston 
Baltimore 
St. Louis 
from Los Angeles 
San Diego 
from Atlanta 
thru Oakland 
Minnesota 
New Orleans 
from N.Y. Jets 
Cleveland 
from Kansas City 
thru Baltimore 
Cincinnati 
New York Giants 
Denver 
from San Francisco 
thru Washington 
and San Diego 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
from Cleveland 


Player 


Second Round (Contd.) 


BAUMGARTNER, Steve 


BRADLEY, Chuck 


Third Round 
MARTIN, Harvey Banks 


HOWARD, Paul 


LOGAN, Randy 
DUSEK, Brad 
FERGUSON, Joe 
BRADY, John 


STURT, Fred 
STOKES, Tim 


OLDS, Bill 

ROTELLA, Jamie 
METCALF, Terry 

FOUTS, Dan 

LASH, Jim 

VAN VALKENBURG, Pete 
CRUM, Bob 

GEORGE, Tim 


GLOVER, Rich 
WOOD, John 


LASLAVIC, Jim 
KRAUSE, Paul 


Pos. 


DE 


College 


Purdue 


Oregon 


East Texas State 


Brigham Young 


Michigan 
Texas A&M 
Arkansas 
Washington 


Bowling Green 
Oregon 


Nebraska 
Tennessee 

Long Beach State 
Oregon 
Northwestern 
Brigham Young 
Arizona 


Carson-Newman 
Nebraska 
LSU 


Penn State 
Central Michigan 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Third Round (Contd.) 
New England DAVIS, Charles RB Alcorn A&M 
from Dallas 
Green Bay MacLEOD, Tom LB = Minnesota 
Detroit JOHNSON, Levi DB Texas A&l 
from Oakland 
thru Los Angeles 
Pittsburgh BERNHARDT, Roger G Kansas 
Buffalo KAMPA, Bob DT California 
from Washington 
Miami GRAY, Leon T Jackson State 
Fourth Round 
Houston BINGHAM, Greg 1B = Purdue 
Minnesota WELLS, Mike QB sillinois 
from Philadelphia 
Detroit HENNIGAN, Mike LB Tennessee Tech 
from New Orleans 
New England GALLAHER, Allen T So. California 
Baltimore PALMER, Gery T Kansas 
from Chicago 
thru Philadelphia 
San Diego THAXTON, James TE Tennessee State 
from St. Louis : 
thru Chicago 
Baltimore SMITH, Ollie WR Tennessee State 
from San Diego 
New Orleans * MERLO, Jim LB Stanford 
from Baltimore 
Buffalo WALKER, Don DB Central State, Ohio 
Denver JACKSON, Tom LB Louisville 
Kansas City ¢ LOHMEYER, John DE Emporia State 
from Minnesota 
New York Jets ¢ FERGUSON, Bill LB San Diego State 
Detroit + JAURON, Dick RB Yale 
from Atlanta ; 
Oakland SMITH, Perry DB Colorado State 
from Los Angeles 
Cleveland DORRIS, Andy LB = New Mexico State 
from Cincinnati 
thru Baltimore 
Atlanta GEREDINE, Tom WR N.E. Missouri 
from N.Y. Giants 
Los Angeles McMILLAN, Eddie DB Florida State 
from Kansas City 


* New Orleans selected ahead of Buffalo, who p: 
+ Kansas City, New York Jets and Detroit Selected ahead of Oakland, who passed. 


256 


Team 


Detroit 
San Diego 


from San Francisco 


thru Washington 
Dallas 
Los Angeles 

from Green Bay 
Cleveland 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Buffalo 

from Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
Pittsburgh 


from New Orleans 


é thru Washington 


New England 
St. Louis 
Buffalo 

from San Diego 
Miami 

from Buffalo 
San Francisco 
Denver 
Baltimore 
Los Angeles 
New York Jets 
Washington 

from Atlanta 
Minnesota 
New York Giants 
Kansas City 
Cincinnati 
San Francisco 
San Diego 

from Detroit 

thru Washington 
Oakland 

from Green Bay 


hicago 
from Philadelphia 
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Player Pos. 
Fourth Round (Contd.) 
HOOKS, Jim RB 
SINGLETARY, Bill LB 
SCRIVENER, Drane DB 
NELSON, Terry TE 
MATTINGLY, Randolph QB 
WYLIE, Joe WR 
CLARK, Gail LB 
YEATES, Jeff DT 
RATHER, Dave WR 
Fifth Round 
GARRISON, Edesel WR 
REAVIS, David DE 
ELLIS, Alan DB 
DUMLER, Doug c 
BRAHANEY, Tom c 
FRANCIS, Wallace WR 
STROCK, Don QB 
FULK, Mike LB 
McTORRY, Charles DB 
TAYLOR, David G 
JONES, Steve RB 
BANNON, Bruce LB 
CANTRELL, Charles G 
McCLANAHAN, Brent RB 
McQUAY, Leon RB 
GRAMBAU, Fred DE 
McCALL, Bob RB 
BEVERLY, Ed - WR 
McGEE, Willie WR 
NEAL, Louis WR 


College 


Central State, Okla. 
Temple 


Tulsa 
Arkansas AM&N 


Evansville 
Oklahoma 
Michigan State 
Boston College 


Michigan 


So. California 
Arkansas 


UCLA 


Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
Arkansas AM&N 


Virginia Tech 


Indiana 
Tennessee State 
Catawba 

Duke 

Penn State 
Lamar 


Arizona State 
Tampa 
Michigan 
Arizona 
Arizona State 
Alcorn A&M 


Prairie View 


Team 


San Diego 
from Cleveland 


Los Angeles 
from Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
Philadelphia 


Los Angeles 
from New Orleans 
thru Washington 
New Orleans 
from New England 
San Diego 
Buffalo 
St. Louis * 
Chicago 
Minnesota 
from Baltimore 
thru New Orleans 
Pittsburgh 
from Denver 
Los Angeles 
Atlanta 
Minnesota 
New York Jets 
Kansas City 
Cincinnati 
New York Giants 
St. Louis 
from Detroit 
San Francisco 


Pittsburgh 
New York Jets 

from Washington 
Miami 


Player 
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Fifth Round (Contd.) 


KNOBLE, Jon 


WALTON, Bruce 
MIKOLAJCZYK, Ron 
CLARK, Larry 


JONES, Cody 


McCURRY, Dave 


Sixth Round 


MAYO, Ron 
PICARD, Bob 


PETERSON, Jim 


SHUFORD, Marty 
ROBERTS, Marvin 


SKORUPAN, John 


CRUMP, Dwayne 
CREANEY, Mike 
KINGSRITER, Doug 


BELL, Ron 


CALDWELL, Jason 
BEBOUT, Nick 


ABBOTT, Fred 


ROACH, Travis 


JONES, Doug 


JONES, Bob 
BRANTLEY, Wade 
ANDRE, Phil 


MOORE, Arthur 
GREEN, Van 
LEYEN, Bob 


TONER, Tom 


MYERS, Brent 


SCOLNIK, Glen 


HARRELL, Rick 


NEWMAN, Ed 
* St. Louis selected ahead of Chicago, who passed. 


Pos. 
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College 


Weber State 


UCLA 

Tampa 

Northern Illinois 
San Jose State 


lowa State 


Morgan State 
E. Washington St. 


San Diego State 


Arizona 


Michigan State 
Penn State 
Fresno State 
Notre Dame 
Minnesota 


Illinois State 


No. Carolina Cen. 
Wyoming 

Florida 

Texas 

San Fernando Val. 
Virginia Union 
Troy State 
Washington 


Idaho State 
Purdue 
Indiana 
Clemson 


Duke 
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Team 
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College 


ao ee EE ee ee ee ees 
Seventh Round 


Houston 
New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
Miami 
Los Angeles * 
from Chicago 
Buffalo 
Miami ¢ 
from San Diego 
thru New England 
St. Louis 
Denver 
Denver 
from Baltimore 
Los Angeles 
Minnesota 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Cincinnati 
New York Giants 
Kansas City 
San Francisco 
Detroit 
Dallas 
Green Bay 
Miami 
from Cleveland 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Buffalo 
from Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
Philadelphia 
New Orleans 
New England 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
Baltimore 

from San Diego 
Buffalo 


Player Pos. 
JORDAN, Shelby T 
CAHILL, Bill DB 
WYNN, William DE 
REILLY, Kevin LB 
BROWN, Steve LB 
McCONNELL, Brian LB 
SHEPHERD, Benny RB 
JONES, Ken T 
ASKEA, Mike T 
GRANT, John DE 
DULAC, Bill G 
BROWN, Josh RB 
HAGGARD. Mike WR 
CAMPBELL, George DB 
MADDOX, Robert DE 
FREEMAN. Rod TE 
SMITH, Don T 
MITCHELL, John LB 
ANDREWS, John DT 
BARNES. Rodrigo LB 
MULLER, John T 
HATTER, Willie WR 
WEAVER, Gary LB 
DORSEY, Nate DE 
FORD, John TE 
SMITH, Tom RB 
Eighth Round 
BLAHAK, Joe DB 
LINTNER, Dan DB 
PETERSON, Bob G 
BROWN, Isaac RB 
GRAHAM, Conrad DB 
GARRETT, Kenneth RB 
OLDHAM, Ray DB 
FOBBS, Lee RB 


* Los Angeles selected ahead of Buffalo, who passed. 
+ Miami selected ahead of St. Louis, who passed. 


Washington, Mo. 
Washington 
Tennessee State 
Villanova 
Oregon State 


Michigan State 
Arkansas Tech 


Oklahoma 
Stanford 
USC 


Eastern Michigan 
S. W. Texas 
South Carolina 
lowa State 
Frostburg State 
Vanderbilt 
Purdue 

Alabama 

Morgan State 
Rice 


owa 
Northern I{linois 


Fresno State 
Mississippi Valley 
Henderson State 


Miami 


Nebraska 

Indiana 

Utah 

Western Kentucky 
Tennessee 

Wake Forest 
Middle Tennessee 


Grambling 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Eighth Round (Contd.) 
Baltimore WINDAUER, Bill Glowa 
Pittsburgh TOEWS, Loren LB California 
from Denver 
Washington HANCOCK, Mike TE Idaho State 
from Los Angeles 
New York Jets SEIFERT, Rick DB Ohio State 
Atlanta REED, Tom Gs Arkansas 
Minnesota DARLING, Craig T  lowa 
Kansas City * PALEWICZ, Al LB Miami 
New York Giants HASENOHRL, George DT Ohio State 
Cincinnati WILSON, Joe RB Holy Cross 
Detroit McCRAY, Prentice DB Arizona State 
San Francisco ATKINS, David RB Texas-El Paso 
Green Bay AUSTIN, Hise DB CPrairie View 
Detroit BLEDSOE, John RB Ohio State 
from Cleveland 
Dallas WERNER, Dan QB = Michigan State 
Oakland RAE, Mike QB So. California 
Pittsburgh JANSSEN, Bill T Nebraska 
New Orleans WINSLOW, Doug WR Drake 
from Washington 
Miami PEARMAN, Archie DE N.£. Oklahoma 
Ninth Round 
Houston WILLIAMS, Mark K-P Rice 
New Orleans FINK, Mike DB Missouri 
Philadelphia NOKES, John LB Illinois 
New England CALLAWAY, David T Texas A&M 
St. Louis KING, Ken LB Kentucky 
San Diego BENNETT, Tab LB illinois 
Buffalo REPPOND, Mike WR Arkansas 
Chicago DEUTSCH, Mike RB North Dakota 
Denver BLACKWOOD, Lyle DB Texas Christian 
Washington GALBOS, Rich RB = Ohio State 
from Baltimore 
Los Angeles NICHOLSON, Jim T Michigan State 
Atlanta INGRAM, Russell C Texas Tech 
Minnesota DIBBLES, Larry DE New Mexico 
New York Jets SPICER, Robert LB Indiana 
Kansas City STORY, Bill DT Southern Iilinois 
Cincinnati DAMPEER, John G Notre Dame 
New York Giants PAINE, Ty QB Washington State 
San Francisco PRAETORIUS, Roger RB Syracuse 
Detroit DEAN, Ira DB Baylor 


* Kansas City selected ahead of New York Giants, who passed. 
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Pittsburgh 
Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
Minnesota 
from Philadelphia 
New Orleans 
New England 
San Diego 
Buffalo 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
New York Jets 
from Baltimore 
Denver 
Washington 
from Los Angeles 
Minnesota 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Cincinnati 
New York Giants 
Kansas City 
Detroit 
San Francisco 
Dallas 
Green Bay 
Cleveland 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Buffalo 
from Washington 
Miami 


Houston 

New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
New England 


Player Pos, 
Ninth Round (Contd.) 
WESTER, Curtis G 
WHITE, Mike DB 
BROWN, Rick LB 
SWEENEY, Steve TE 
BONHAM, Bracey G 
SHEATS, Eddie LB 
LORCH, Carl DE 
Tenth Round 
VAUGHN, Darrell oT 
LEE, Randy DB-P 
HORSLEY, Jeff RB 
RUSTER, Dan DB 
BURNETT, Cliff DE 
REED, Matthew QB 
BARRY, William WR 
SLOAN, Bonnie DT 
CARBONE, Joe LB 
MARSHALL, Al WR 
STONE, Ken DB 
MASON, Dave DB 
KREMPIN, James T 
MIKE-MAYER, Mike K 
ELLIOTT, Lenvil RB 
LOVE, Walter DB 
OSLEY, Willie DB 
BONNER, Ray DB 
HUNT, Charlie LB 
JOHNSON, Carl LB 
ALLEN, Larry LB 
HUMPHREY, Tom 1 
ALLEN, Leo RB 
WUNDERLY, Ron DT 
LE HEUP, John LB 
FERNANDEZ, Ron DE 
Eleventh Round 
EAGLIN, Lawrence DB 
OWENS, James RB 
VAN ELST, Gary DT 
MAY, Homer TE 


College 


East Texas State 
Minnesota 

South Carolina 
California 

No. Carolina Cen. 
Kansas 

So. California 


Northern Colorado 
Tulane 


No. Carolina Cen. 
Oklahoma 
Montana 
Grambling 
Mississippi 
Austin Peay 
Delaware 


Boise State 
Vanderbilt 


Nebraska 

Texas A&l 

Temple 

N. E. Missouri 
Westminster, Utah 
Hlinois 

Middle Tennessee 
Florida State 
Tennessee 

Illinois 

Abilene Christian 
Tuskegee 
Arkansas 

South Carolina 


Eastern Michigan 


Stephen F. Austin 
Auburn 

Michigan State 
Texas A&M 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Eleventh Round (Contd.) 
Buffalo EARL, Richard T Tennessee 
Chicago SIEGLER, Ed K Clemson 
St. Louis SANSPREE, Dan DE Auburn 
San Diego DOUGLAS, Jay C Memphis State 
Denver BROWN, Elton DE Utah State 
Baltimore NEAL, Dan C Kentucky 
Los Angeles INMON, Jeff RB No. Carolina Cen. 
New York Jets KNIGHT, David WR William & Mary 
Atlanta BUELOW, Byron DB Lacrosse, Wis. 
Minnesota MURDOCK, Geary G _lowa State 
New York Giants WIDEMAN, William DT No. Carolina A&T 
Kansas City ELEY, Monroe RB Arizona State 
Cincinnati MONTGOMERY, William DB = Morehouse, Ga. 
San Francisco DAHLBERG, Tom RB = Gustavus Adolphus 
Detroit FREEMAN, Scott WR Wyoming 
Green Bay ENGLE, Phil DT So. Dakota State 
Cleveland BARISICH, Carl DT _——~ Princeton 
Dailas CASWELL, Gerald G Colorado State 
Oakland LIST, Jerry RB Nebraska 
Pittsburgh WHITE, Bob DB Arizona 
Los Angeles JACKSON, Willie WR Florida 
from Washington 
Miami KETE, Chris C_CBoston 
Twelfth Round 
Houston LYMAN, Brad WR UCLA 
Philadelphia LAVENDER, Joe DB San Diego State 
New Orleans ORNDORF, Paul RB Tampa 
New England BARNES, Bruce P UCLA 
Chicago GRIFFIN, Mike Gs Arkansas 
St. Louis UNRUH, Dean T Oklahoma 
San Diego AHRENS, Lynn T Eastern Montana 
Buffalo CARROLL, Ron DT Sam Houston 
Baltimore THOMAS, Bernard DE Western Michigan 
Denver O'MALLEY, Jim LB Notre Dame 
Los Angeles STORCK, Robert DT Wisconsin 
Atlanta SAMPLES, Mike LB Drake 
Minnesota SPENCER, Allen WR Pittsburg, Kan. 
New York Jets PUETZ, Gary DT ‘Valparaiso 
Kansas City RAMSEY, Tom DT Northern Arizona 
Cincinnati CLARK, Charles RB Bethune-Cookman 
New York Giants LUMPKIN, Ron DB Arizona State 
Detroit SCOTT, Tom WR Washington 
San Francisco PETTUS, Larry T ‘Tennessee State 
Cleveland SIMMONS, Stan TE Lewis & Clark 
Dallas ARNESON, Jim G Arizona 
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Team 


Green Bay 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
New England 
St. Louis 


from Buffalo 
Chicago 
Denver 
Baltimore 
Los Angeles 
Minnesota 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Cincinnati 
New York Giants 
Kansas City 
San Francisco 
Detroit 
Dallas 
Green Bay 
Cleveland 
Los Angeles 
from Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
Philadelphia 
New Orleans 
New England 
San Diego 
Buffalo 
Chicago 


Player 


Twelfth Round (Contd.) 


McCARREN, Larty 
KRAPF, Jim 

LEE, Willie 
WEBSTER, Ernie 
MULLEN, Mike 


Thirteenth Round 


MARTIN, Willie 
WATKINS, Richard 
DAVIS, Stan 
LOWRY, Alan 
ROBINSON, Edward 
REESE, Alfred 
SMITH, Ed 


CLESZKOWSKI, John 
WHITE, Ed 
PIERANTOZZI, Tom 
MILBURN, Rod 
JUST, Ron 
PARRISH, Robert 
STECHER, Chris 
WEST, Brooks 
DAVIS, Clifton 
METALO, Paul 
KELSO, Alan 

MOSS, John 

SMITH, John 
ALDERSON, Tim 
ROMANISZYN, James 
SPEARMAN, Clinton 


FERGERSON, Rick 
JOHNSON, Dennis 
BOOKER, Joe 


Fourteenth Round 


LOU, Ron 

SACRA, Ralph 
FERSEN, Paul 
HAMILTON, Raymond 
ADAMS, Tony 
KRAKAU, Merv 
JUENGER, Dave 


Pos. 


c 
G-LB 
RB 

G 

LB 


College 


Illinois 
Alabama 
Indiana State 
Pittsburgh 
Tulane 


Northeast Okla. 
Weber State 
Memphis State 
Texas 

Lamar 
Tennessee State 
Colorado College 


Notre Dame 
Tulsa 

West Chester, Pa. 
Southern 

Minot, No. Dakota 
Duke 

Claremont Mudd 
Texas-El Paso 
Alcorn A&M 
Massachusetts 
Washington 
Pittsburgh 

UCLA 

Minnesota 
Edinboro, Pa. 
Michigan 


Kansas State 
Delaware 
Miami, Ohio 


Arizona State 
Texas A&M 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 
Utah State 
lowa State 
Ohio U. 
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Team 


St. Louis 
Baltimore 
Denver 

Los Angeles 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Minnesota 
New York Giants 
Kansas City 
Cincinnati 
Detroit 

San Francisco 
Green Bay 
Cleveland 
Dallas 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Washington 
Miami 


Houston 
New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
New England 
Buffalo 
Chicago 
St. Louis 
San Diego 
Denver 
Baltimore 
Los Angeles 
Atlanta 
Minnesota 
New York Jets 
Buffalo 

from Kansas City 
Cincinnati 
New York Giants 
San Francisco 
Detroit 
Cleveland 
Dallas 
Green Bay 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 


Player 


Fourteenth Round (Contd.) 


PEIFFER, Dan 
WILLIAMS, Ed 
HUFNAGEL, John 
RHONE, Walter 
SCHWARTZ, Joe 
MADEYA, John 
BISHOP, Eddie 
KELLEY, Brian 
WHITE, Albert 
SCALES, Hurles 
COREY, Jay 
MORRISON, Dennis 
ANDERSON, James 
POPELKA, Robert 
THORNTON, Bob 
POLEN, Bruce 
COWAN, Roger 
MARSHALL, Herb 
BOYD, Greg 


Fifteenth Round 


GOREE, Roger 
EVENSON, Mike 
SCHLEZES, Ken 
PUGH, Condie 
RIZZO, Joe 
RIVES, Don 
PARKER, Melvin 
PARRIS, Gary 
JONES, Calvin 
BROWN, Jackie 
BOND, Jerry 
GAGE, Thomas 
CHANDLER, Tony 
WILLIAMS, Mahlon 
O'NEIL, Vince 


McNULTY, Ted 
SCHAUKOWITCH, Carl 
BETTIGA, Mike 
HANSEN, Dan 
SULLIVAN, Dave 
BAISY, Walt 

ECHOLS, Reggie 
LEFFERS, Dave 
CROSS, Charlies 


Pos. 


College 


S. E. Missouri St. 
West Virginia 
Penn State 
Central, Mo. 
Toledo 
Louisville 
Southern 

Cal. Lutheran 

Ft. Valley State 
North Texas State 
Santa Clara 
Kansas State 
Northwestern 
So. Methodist 
North Carolina 
William Penn 
Stanford 
Cameron 
Arizona 


Baylor 

No. Dakota State 
Notre Dame 
Norfolk State 
Kings Point 
Texas Tech 

Duke 

Florida State 
Washington 
South Carolina 
Weber State 
Lamar 

Missouri Valley 
No. Carolina Cen. 
Kansas 


Indiana 

Penn State 
Humboldt State 
Brigham Young 
Virginia 
Grambling 
UCLA 
Vanderbilt 
lowa 
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1973 DRAFT SELECTIONS 


Team Player Pos. College 
Fifteenth Round (Contd.) 
Miami * PALMER, Bill TE St. Thomas, Minn. 
Los Angeles MATTER, Curt DE Washington 
from Washington 
Sixteenth Round 
Houston DAMERON, Tim WR East Carolina 
Philadelphia DOWSING, Frank DB Mississippi State 
New Orleans STEVENS, Howard RB Louisville 
New England KUTTER, Mike DE Concordia 
Chicago HART, Bill C Michigan 
St. Louis HANN, Jim LB Montana 
San Diego PETTY, Joe DB Arizona State 
Denver ROSS, Oliver RB Alabama A&M 
from Buffalo 
Baltimore JANUSZKIEWICZ, Marty RB Syracuse 
Denver MUHLBEIER, Ken C Idaho 
Los Angeles CHERRY, Fuller DB Ark.-Monticello 
Minnesota SMILEY, Larry DE Texas Southern 
New York Jets CZERWINSKI, John T Bowling Green 
Atlanta FERGUSON, Rufus RB Wisconsin 
Cincinnati UNGER, Harry RB = Auburn 
New York Giants NITKA, Ben K Colorado College 
Kansas City GROOMS, Wilbur LB Tampa 
Detroit NICKELS, Larry WR Dayton 
San Francisco OVEN, Mike TE Georgia Tech 
Dallas CONLEY, John TE Hawaii 
Green Bay PRETTY, Keith TE West Michigan 
Cleveland GREENFIELD, George RB Murray State 
Oakland GADLIN, Jerry _ WR Wyoming 
Pittsburgh NARDI, Glen DT Navy 
Washington WEDMAN, Mike K Colorado 
Miami JACKSON, James DE Norfolk State 
Seventeenth Round 
Houston BRABAND, Randy LB Texas 
New Orleans GARNER, Bobby TE Winston-Salem 
Philadelphia OLIVER, Greg RB Trinity, Tex. 
New England McASHAN, Eddie QB-DB Georgia Tech 
St. Louis CRONE, Eric QB Harvard 
San Diego DARROW, Barry T Montana 
Buffalo STEARNS, John DB Colorado. 
Chicago ROACH, Larry DB Oklahoma 


* Miami selected ahead of Los Angeles, which acquired Washington's choice in a trade 
for cornerback Clancy Williams; Los Angeles made its selection following New Orleans’ 
selection on the 16th round. 


Team 


Denver 
Baltimore 
Los Angeles 
Atlanta * 
Minnesota * 
New York Giants * 
Kansas City * 
New York Jets 
Cincinnati 
San Francisco 
Detroit 

Green Bay 
Cleveland 
Dallas 
Oakland 
Pittsburgh 
Washington 
Miami 


Player 
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Pos. 


Seventeenth Round (Contd.) 


MORGAN, Kenneth 
FALKENHAGEN, Guy 
HENRY, Fred 
HODGE, Jim 
WINFIELD, Dave 
BILLIZON, John 
KORVER, Clayton 
FOOTE, Jim 
ESTABROOK, Wayne 
ERICKSON, Bob 
BELGRAVE, Earl 
SAMPSON, Harold 
McCLOWRY, Robert’ 
STRAYHORN, Leslie 
RYAN, Michael 
SHANNON, Mike 
DAVIS, Jeff 

WADE, Charlie 


College 


Elon 

Northern Michigan 
New Mexico 
Arkansas 
Minnesota 
Grambling 

So. Methodist 
Delaware Valley 
Whittier 
No. Dakota State 
Ohio State 
Southern 
Michigan State 
East Carolina 
So. California 
Oregon State 
Mars Hill, N. C. 
Tennessee State 


* Atlanta, Minnesota, New York Giants and Kansas City selected ahead of New York Jets, 


who passed. 


HALL OF RECORDS 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS, YEARLY 


Scoring 

Year Player Team TD PAT 
1972 Marcol, Chester GB 0 29 
1971 Knight, Curt Wash 0 27 
1970 Cox, Fred Vikings 0 35 
1969 Cox, Fred Vikings 0 43 
1968 Kelly, Leroy Browns 20 0 
1967 Bakken, Jim Cards 0 36 
1966 Gossett, Bruce 0 29 
1965 Sayers, Gale Bears 22 0 
1964 Moore, Lenny Bait 20 0 
1963 Chandler, Don NY 0 52 
1962 Taylor, Jim GB 19 0 
1961 Hornung, Paul GB 10 41 
1960 Hornung, Paul GB 15 4} 
1959 Hornung, Paul GB 7 31 
1958 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 18 0 
1957 Baker, Sam Wash 1 29 

Groza, Lou Cleve 0 32 
1956 Layne, Bobby Det 5 33 
1955 Walker, Doak Det 7 27 
1954 Walston, Bobby Phil 11 36 
1953 Soltau, Gordie SF 6 48 
1952 Soltau, Gordie SF 7 34 


HALL OF RECORDS 267 
Scoring (Contd.) 


Year Player Team ™D PAT FG Pts. 
1951 Hirsch, Elroy LA 17 0 0 102 
1950 Walker, Doak Det ll 38 8 128 
1949 Harder, Pat Cards 8 45 3 102 

Roberts, Gene NY 17 0 0 102 
1948 Harder, Pat Cards 6 53 7 110 
1947 Harder, Pat Cards 7 39 7 102 
1946 Fritsch, Ted GB 10 13 9 100 
1945 Van Buren, Steve Phil 18 2 0 110 
1944 Hutson, Don GB 9 31 0 85 
1943 Hutson, Don GB 12 36 3 117 
1942 Hutson, Don GB 17 33 1 138 
1941 Hutson, Don GB 12 20 0 95 
1940 Hutson, Don GB 7 15 it) 57 
1939 Farkas, Andy Wash ll 2 0 68 
1938 Hinkle, Clark GB 7 7 3 58 
1937 Manders, Jack Bears 5 15 8 69 
1936 Clark, Earl Det 7 19 4 73 
1935 Clark, Earl Det 6 16 1 55 
1934 Manders, Jack Bears 3 31 10 79 
1933 Strong, Ken NY 6 13 5 64 

Pressnell, Glenn Port 6 10 6 64 
1932 Clark, Earl Det 4 6 3 39 

Rushing 
Ave. G. 

Year Player Team YG Atts. per Att, 
1972 Brown, Larry Redskins 1216 285 43 
1971 Brockington, John GB 1105 216 5.1 
1970 Brown, Larry Redskins 1125 237 47 
1969 Sayers, Gale Bears 1032 236 4A 
1968 Kelly, Leroy Cleve 1239 248 5.0 
1967 Kelly, Leroy Cleve 1205 235 Bi 
1966 Sayers, Gale Bears 1231 229 5.4 
1965 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1544 289 5.3 
1964 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1446 280 5.2 
1963 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1863 291 6.4 
1962 Taylor, Jim GB 1474 272 54 
1961 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1408 305 4.6 
1960 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1257 215 5.8 
1959 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1329 290 46 
1958 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1527 257 5.9 
1957 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 942 202 47 
1956 Casares, Rick Bears 1126 234 48 
1955 Ameche, Alan Balt 961 213 45 
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NFC, AFC STATISTICS 
Rushing (Contd.) 


Ave. G. 
Year Player Team YG Atts. Per Ait. 
1954 Perry, Joe SF 1049 173 6.1 
1953 Perry, Joe SF 1018 192 5.3 
1952 Towier, Dan LA 894 156 57 
1951 Price, Eddie NY 971 271 3.2 
1950 Motley, Marion Cleve 810 140 5.8 
1949 Yan Buren, Steve Phil 1146 263 44 
1948 Van Buren, Steve Phil 845 201 47 
1947 Van Buren, Steve Phil 1008 217 A6 
1946 Dudley, Bill Pitt 604 146 41 
1945 Van Buren, Steve Phil 832 143 58 
1944 Paschal, Bill NY 737 196 3.8 
1943 Paschal, Bill NY 572 147 3.9 
1942 Dudley, Bil! Pitt 696 162 43 
1941 Manders, Clarence Brock 486 111 44 
1940 White, Whizzer Det 514 146 3.5 
1939 Osmanski, Bill Bears 699 121 5.8 
1938 White, Whizzer Det 567 152 ou, 
1937 Battles, Cliff Wash 874 216 41 
1936 Leemans, Tuffy NY 830 206 Al 
1935 Russell, Doug Cards 499 140 3.6 
1934 Feathers, Beattie Bears 1004- 101 9.9 
1933 Battles, Cliff Bos 737 146 5.1 
1932 Campiglio, Bob Stapleton 504 104 48 
Pass Receiving 

Year Player Team Caught YG TDS 
1972 Jackson, Harold Phil 62 1048 4 
1971 Tucker, Bob NY 59 791 4 
1970 Gordon, Dick Chicago 71 1026 13 
1969 Abramowicz, Dan New Orleans 73 1015 7 
1968 McNeil, Clifton SF 71 994 7 
1967 Taylor, Charley Wash 70 990 
1966 Taylor, Charley Wash 72 1119 12 
1965 Parks, Dave SF 80 1344 12 
1964 Morris, Johnny Bears 93 1200 10 
1963 Conrad, Bobby Joe StL 73 967 10 
1962 Mitchell, Bobby Wash 72 1384 1 
1961 Phillips, Jim LA 78 1092 5 
1960 Berry, Ray Balt 74 1298 10 
1959 Berry, Ray Balt 66 959 14 
1958 Berry, Ray Balt 56 794 9 

Retzlaff, Pete Phil 56 766 2 
1957 Wilson, Billy SF 52 757 6 
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Pass Receiving (Contd.) 

Year Player Team Caught YG TDS 
1956 Wilson, Billy SF 60 889 5 
1955 Pihos, Pete Phil 62 864 7 
1954 Pihos, Pete Phil 60 872 10 
Wilson, Billy SF 60 830 5 

1953 Pihos, Pete Phil 63 1049 10 
1952 Speedie, Mac Cleve 62 911 5 
1951 Hirsch, Elroy LA 66 1495 7 
1950 Fears, Tom LA 84 1116 7 
1949 Fears, Tom LA 77 1013 9 
1948 Fears, Tom LA 51 698 4 
1947 Keane, Jim Bears 64 910 10 
1946 Benton, Jim LA 63 981 6 
1945 Hutson, Don GB 47 834 9 
1944 Hutson, Don GB 58 866 9 
1943 Hutson, Don GB 47 716 il 
1942 Hutson, Don GB 74 1211 17 
1941 Hutson, Don GB 58 738 10 
1940 Looney, Don Phil 58 707 4 
1939 Hutson, Don GB 34 846 6 
1938 Tinsley, Gaynell Cards 41 516 1 
1937 —_ Hutson, Don GB 4l 552 7 
1936 Hutson, Don GB 34 526 9 
1935 Goodwin, Tod NY 26 432 4 
1934 Carter, Joe Phil 16 237 3 
1933 Kelley, John Brook 21 219 3 
1932 Johnsos, Luke Bears 24 321 2 

Passing 
¥G Avg. 
Per Pct. 

Year Player Team Att. Atts. Com. Com. YG TDS 
1972 Snead, Norm NY 7.1, 325 396 60.3 (2307 17 
1971 Staubach, Roger _ Dall 89 211 126 59.7 1882 15 
1970 Brodie, John SF 7.8 378 223 59.0 2941 24 
1969 Jurgensen,Sonny Wash 7.0 442 274 62.0 3102 22 
1968 Morrall, Earl Balt 9.1 317 182 57.4 2909 26 
1967 Jurgensen, Sonny Wash 74 508 288 56.7 3747 31 
1966 Starr, Bart GB 8.9) 251 156° (62:2) 92257 14 
1965 Bukich, Rudy Bears 85 312 176 564 2641 20 
1964 Starr, Bart GB 7.8 272 163 59.9 2144 15 
1963 Tittle, Y. A. NY 8.6 367 221 60 3145 36 
1962 Starr, Bart GB 8.6 285 178 63 2438 12 
1961 Plum, Milt Cleve 8.0 302 177 59 2416 18 
1960 Plum, Milt Cleve 9.2 250 151 60 2297 2 


270 NFC, AFC STATISTICS 
Passing (Contd.) 


YG Avg. 
Per Pct. 
Year Player Team Att. Atts. Com. Com. YG TDS 
| a ci a seine er ee 
1959 Conerly, Charley NY 8.8 194 113 58 1706 14 
1958 LeBaron, Eddie Wash 9.4 145 79 «54 1365 11 
1957 O'Connell, Tom Cleve 12.1 110 63 «57 1229 9 
1956 Brown, Ed Bears 9.9 168 96 57 1667 ll 
1955 Graham, Otto Cleve 9.3 185 98 53 1721 15 
1954 Van Brocklin, Norm LA 10.1 260 139 53 2637 13 
1953 Graham, Otto Cleve 105 258 167 65 2722 11 
1952 Van Brocklin, Norm LA 85 205 113 55 1736 4 
1951 Waterfield, Bob LA 8.8 176 88 50 1556 13 
1950 Van Brocklin, Norm LA ao 203) (127 755 2061 18 
1949 Baugh, Sammy Wash Eee coa 9345, Sor 1903 18 
1948 Thompson, Tommy Phil 8.0 246 141 57 1965 25 
1947 Baugh, Sammy Wash 84 354 210 59 2938 25 
1946 Waterfield, Bob LA TE ob. 27 e Ube 1747 18 
1945 Baugh, Sammy Wash 9.2 182 128 70 1669 11 
1944  Filchock, Frank Wash 78 147 84 57 1139 13 
1943 Baugh, Sammy Wash 7.3 239 133 56 1754 =. 23 
1942 Isbell, Cecil GB 75 268 146 55 2021 24 
1941 Isbell, Cecil GB 2. 206. TIT adh 1479 15 
1940 Baugh, Sammy Wash Uetekit” “SEL G3 1367 12 
1939 Hall, Parker CleveR 5.9 208 106 51 1227 9 
1938 Danowski, Ed NY 6.6 129 70 «(53 848 8 
1937 Baugh, Sammy Wash 6.6 171 81 47 1127 7 
1936 Herber, Amie GB 12) 133 77 «(45 1239 9 
1935 Danowski, Ed NY 7.1 113 57 50 795 9 
1934 Herber, Arnie GB 6.9 115 42 37 799 8 
1933 Newman, Harty NY 7.3 132 53 41 963 8 
1932 Herber, Amie GB 6.3 101 af 37 639 9 


TEAM LEADERS, YEARLY 
Points Scored 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1972 San Francisco 353-1964 Baltimore 428 
1971 Dallas 406 1963 NY Giants 448 
1970 San Francisco 352 1962 Green Bay 415 
1969 Minnesota 379 1961 Green Bay 391 
1968 Dallas 431 1960 Cleveland 362 
1967 Los Angeles 398 1959 Baltimore 374 
1966 Dallas 445 1958 Baltimore 381 


1965 San Francisco 421 1957 Los Angeles 307 
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Team Leaders, Yearly (Contd.) 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1956 Chi. Bears 363 ©1943 Chi. Bears 303 
1955 Cleve. Browns 349 1942 Chi. Bears 376 
1954 Detroit 337-1941 Chi. Bears 396 
1953 San Francisco 372 1940 Washington 245 
1952 —_—_ Los Angeles 349 1939 Chi. Bears 298 
1951 Los Angeles 392 1938 Green Bay 223 
1950 Los Angeles 466 1937 Green Bay 220 
1949 Philadelphia 364 1936 Green Bay 248 
1948 Chi. Bears 395 1935 Chi, Bears 192 
1947 Chi. Bears 363 1934 Chi. Bears 286 
1946 Chi. Bears 289 1933 NY Giants 244 
1945 _—~Philadelphia 272 1932 Green Bay 152 
1944 Philadelphia 267 


Total Yards Gained 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1972 NY Giants 4483 1950 Los Angeles 5420 
1971 San Francisco 4706 1949 Chi. Bears 4873 
1970 San Francisco 4503 1948 *Chi. Cards 4694 
1969 Dallas 5122 1947 Chi. Bears 5053 
1968 Dallas 5117. 1946 Los Angeles 3763 
1967 Baltimore 5008 1945 **Cleve, Rams 3571 
1966 Dallas 5145 1944 Chi. Bears 3239 
1965 San Francisco 5270 1943 Chi. Bears 4045 
1964 Baltimore 4779 1942 Chi. Bears 3900 
1963 NY Giants 5024 1941 Chi. Bears 4265 
1962 NY Giants 5005 1940 Green Bay 3400 
1961 Philadelphia 5112 1939 Chi. Bears 3988 
1960 Baltimore 4245 1938 Green Bay 3037 
1959 Baltimore 4458 1937 Green Bay 3201 
1958 Baltimore 4539 1936 Detroit 3703 
1957 Los Angeles 4143. 1935 Chi. Bears 3454 
1956 Chi. Bears 4537 1934 Chi. Bears 3750 
1955 Chi. Bears 4316 1933 NY Giants 2970 
1954 Los Angeles 5187 1932 Chi. Bears 2755 
1953 Philadelphia 4311 ———— 

1952 Cleve. Browns 4352 * Became St. Louis Cardinals. 


1951 Los Angeles 5506  ** Became Los Angeles Rams. 
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Year Team 
1972 NY Giants 


1971 Dallas 
1970 San Francisco 
1969 Dallas 


1968 Cleveland 
1967 Washington 
1966 Green Bay 
1965 San Francisca 
1964 Washington 
1963 Baltimore 
1962 Philadelphia 
1961 Philadeiphia 
1960 Baltimore 
1959 Baltimore 
1958 Pittsburgh 
1957 Baltimore 
1956 Los Angeles 
1955 Philadelphia 
1954 Chi. Bears 
1953 Philadelphia 
1952 Cleve. Browns 
1951 Los Angeles 


Yards Passing 


Total 


Year Team Total 
1950 Los Angeles 3709 
1949 Chi. Bears 3055 
19438 Washington 2861 
1947 Washington 3336 
1946 Los Angeles 2080 
1945 Cleve. Rams 1857 
1944 Washington 2021 
1943 Chi. Bears 2310 
1942 Green Bay 2407 
1941 Chi. Bears 2002 
1940 Washington 1887 
1939 Chi. Bears 1965 
1938 Washington 1536 
1937 Green Bay 1398 
1936 Green Bay 1629 
1935 Green Bay 1416 
1934 Green Bay 1165 
1933 NY Giants 1335 
1932 Chi. Bears 1013 


* Became Los Angeles Rams. 


Year Team 


Yards Rushing 


Total 


1972 Chicago 


1971 Detroit 
1970 Dallas 
1969 Dallas 
1968 Chicago 


1967 Cleve. Browns 
1966 Cleve. Browns 
1965 Cleve. Browns 
1964 Green Bay 
1963 Cleve. Browns 
1962 Green Bay 
1961 Green Bay 
1960 St. Louis 
1959 Cleve. Browns 
1958 Cleve. Browns 
1957 Los Angeles 
1956 Chi. Bears 
1955 Chi. Bears 
1954 San Francisco 
1953 San Francisco 


2360 
2376 
2300 
2276 


Year Team Total 
1952 San Francisco 1905 
1951 Chi. Bears 2408 
1950 NY Giants 2336 
1949 Philadelphia 2607 
1948 *Chi. Cards 2560 
1947 Los Angeles 2171 
1946 Green Bay 1765 
1945 **Cleve. Rams 1714 
1944 Philadelphia 1663 
1943 }Philadelphia- 

Pittsburgh 1730 
1942 Chi. Bears 1881 
1941 Chi. Bears 2156 


* Became St. Louis Cardinals. 

** Became Los Angeles Rams. 

¥ Philadelphia and Pittsburgh played 
as one unit. 

+ Became Washington Redskins. 
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Yards Rushing (Contd.) 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1940 Chi. Bears 1818 1933 Bos. Redskins 2367 
1939 ‘Chi. Bears 2043 1932 Chi. Bears 1770 
1938 _— Detroit 1893 4 

1937 Detroit D076 ete B ee 

1936 Detroit 2885 + Philadelphia and Pittsburgh played 
1935 Chi. Bears 2096 as one unit. 

1934 Detroit 2763  +£Became Washington Redskins. 


SEASON WINNERS 


Season Records 
Year Winning Teams W LT Pct. Team Coaches 
1972 *Washington (E) 1l1—3—0 «786 ~—Ss George Allen 
Green Bay (C) 10—4—0_~=«.714':~=C#s Daan Devine 
San Francisco (W) 8—5—1 .607 Dick Nolan 
1971 *Dallas (E) 11—3—0 + .786 TomLandry 
Minnesota (C) 11—3—0 ~=.786~—s Bud Grant 
San Francisco (W) 9—5—0 .643 Dick Nolan 
1970 *Dallas (E) 10—4—0 714 TomLandry 
Minnesota (C) 12—2—0 «4.857 ~=—- Bud Grant 
San Francisco (W) 10—3—1 .769 Dick Nolan 
1969 Minnesota Vikings (W) 12—2—0 ~=-«.857_~—Ss Bud Grant 
Cleveland Browns (E) 10—3—1 .769 Blanton Collier 
1968 Baltimore Colts (W) 13—1—0 ~=—.929_~—Ss— Don Shula 
Cleveland Browns (E) 10—4—0 .714_~ Blanton Collier 
1967 Green Bay Packers (W) 9—4—1 .692 Vince Lombardi 
Dallas Cowboys (E) S—5—O .643 TomLandry 
1966 Green Bay Packers (W) 12—2—0 = «.857_-—Ss: Vince Lombardi 
Dallas Cowboys (E) 10—3—1 .769 TomLandry 
1965 *Green Bay Packers (W) 10—3—1 769 Vince Lombardi 
Cleveland Browns (E) 11—3—0 .786 Blanton Collier 
1964 Cleveland Browns (E) 10—3—1 .769 Blanton Collier 
Baltimore Colts (W) 12—2—0 =.857._—Ss Don Shula 
1963 Chicago Bears (W) li—1—2 917 George Halas 
New York Giants (E) 11—3—0-—=s««.786—Ss Al Sherman 


(1972)—* The Dallas Cowboys earned a playoff berth as the second-place 
team with the best won-lost percentage in the conference, .714. 


(1971)—* The Washington Redskins earned a playoff berth as the second-place 
team with the best won-lost percentage in the conference, .692. 


(1970)—* The Detroit Lions earned a playoff berth as the second-place team 
with the best won-lost percentage in the conference, .714. 


(1965)—* Green Bay and Baltimore tied for conference title; Packers won 
playoff, 13—10, in sudden-death overtime. 
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Season Winners (Contd.) 


Year Winning Teams 


1962 Green Bay Packers (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
1961 Green Bay Packers (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
1960 Philadelphia Eagles (E) 
Green Bay Packers (W) 
1959 Baltimore Colts (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
1958 Baltimore Colts (W) 
*New York Giants (E) 
1957 *Detroit Lions (W) 
Cleveland Browns (E) 
1956 New York Giants (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
1955 Cleveland Browns (E) 
Los Angeles Rams (W) 
1954 Cleveland Browns (E) 
Detroit Lions (W) 
Detroit Lions (N) 
Cleveland Browns (A) 
1952 *Detroit Lions (N) 
Cleveland Browns (A) 
1951 Los Angeles Rams (N) 
Cleveland Browns (A) 
1950 *Cleveland Browns (A) 
tLos Angeles Rams (N) 
1949 Philadelphia Eagles (E) 
Los Angeles Rams (W) 
1948 Philadelphia Eagles (E) 
Chicago Cardinals (W) 


1953 


Season Records 
WL. TT Pet. 
13—1—0—s«.929 
12—2—0_~—«.857 
11—3—0_~—é‘«w786 
10—3—1_ .769 
10—2—0_— «833 
8s—1—0__—=séy¥G67 
9—3—0_ .750 
10—2—0_—- 833 
93-3—0 ~=—«.750 
5—3—0_ «750 
8—1—-0_~Cé#=e667 
5—2—1 818 
8—3—1  .727 
9—2—1 818 
9—2—1 818 
8—3—1 727 
9—3—0 «750 
9—2—1 818 
10—2—0 = 833 
ll—I—0_—ét=#9)17 
9—3—0_ .750 
8—4—0__—C«.667 
8—41—0_~—é=n#B67 
ll—1l—1 917 
10—2—0_~—«.833 
9—3—0 «750 
ll—i—0_-~—C“917 
8—2—2 800 
9—2—1 818 
li—l1—-0-—sF917 


Team Coaches 


Vince Lombardi 
Al Sherman 
Vince Lombardi 
Al Sherman 
Buck Shaw 
Vince Lombardi 
Weeb Ewbank 
Jim Howell 
Weeb Ewbank 
Jim Howell 
George Wilson 
Paul Brown 
Jim Howell 
Paddy Driscoll 
Paul Brown 

Sid Gillman 
Paul Brown 
Buddy Parker 
Buddy Parker 
Paul Brown 
Buddy Parker 
Paul Brown 

Joe Stydahar 
Paul Brown 
Paul Brown 

Joe Stydahar 
Greasy Neale 
Clark Shaughnessy 
Greasy Neale 
Jimmy Conzleman 


(1958)—* Giants and Cleveland Browns tied for conference title; Giants won 


playoff, 10—0. 


(1957)—* Lions and San Francisco 49ers tied for conference title; Lions won 


playoff, 31—27. 


(1952)—* Lions and Los Angeles Ram tied for conference title; Lions won 


playoff, 31—21. 


(1950)—* Browns and New York Giants tied for conference title; Browns won 


playoff, 8—3. 


(1950)—} Rams and Chicago Bears tied for conference title; Rams won 


playoff, 24—14. 


Year 
1947 


946 
1945 
1944 
1943 
1942 
1941 
1940 
1939 
1938 
1937 
1936 
1935 
1934 
1933 


Winning Teams 


Chicago Cardinals (W) 
“Philadelphia Eagles (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
Cleveland Rams (W) 
Washington Redskins (E) 
Green Bay Packers (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
"Washington Redskins (E) 
Washington Redskins (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
*Chicago Bears (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
Washington Redskins (E) 
Green Bay Packers (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
New York Giants (E) 
Green Bay Packers (W) 
Washington Redskins (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
Green Bay Packers (W) 
Boston Redskins (E) 
Detroit Lions (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
New York Giants (E) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
Chicago Bears (W) 
New York Giants (E) 
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Season Winners (Contd.) 


Season Records 


Wit, FE “Pets 
9—-3—0 750 

-667 
8—2—1 _.800 
7—3—1 .700 
3—1—0 900 
8—2—0 _—-.800 
8—2—0 800 
8—I—1 889 
8—I—1 889 
6&—3—1 _.667 
10-10 909 
11—0—0 1.000 
10—1—0 909 
8—3—0 .727 
8-3-0 .727 
9—2—0_ «818 
9-2-0 818 
9—I—1  .900 
8—2—1 800 
8-3-0 —.727 
8-3-0727 
S—1—1_.900 
10—1—1___.909 
7—5—0 583 
7—3—2 700 
9—3—0 .750 
8—-5—0 615 
13—0—0 1.000 
10—2—1 833 
11—3—0_—.786 


Team Coaches 


Jimmy Conzleman 
Greasy Neale 
George Halas 
Steve Owen 
Adam Walsh 
Dudley De Groot 
Curly Lambeau 
Steve Owen 
George Halas 
Arthur Bergman 
Ray Flaherty 
George Halas 
George Halas 
Steve Owen 
peor eles 
ay Flaherty 
Curly Lambeau 
Steve Owen 
Steve Owen 
Curly Lambeau 
Ray Flaherty 
George Halas 
Curly Lambeau 
Ray Flaherty 
Milo Creighton 
Steve Owen 
Steve Owen 
George Halas 
George Halas 
Steve Owen 


(1947)—* Eagles and Pittsburgh Steelers tied for conference title; Eagles 


won playoff, 2i—0. 


(1943)—* Redskins and New York Glants tied for conference title; Redskins 


won playoff, 28—0. 


(1941)—* Bears and Green Bay Packers tied for conference title; Bears won 


playoff, 33—14, 
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Year 


1972 
1971 
1970 
1969 
1968 


NFC, AFC STATISTICS 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME RESULTS 


Teams and Scores 


Washington 26, Dallas 3 
Dallas 14, San Francisco 3 
Dallas 17, San Francisco 10 
Minnesota 27, Cleveland 7 
Baltimore 34, Cleveland 0 
Green Bay 21, Dallas 17 
Green Bay 34, Dalias 27 
Green Bay 23, Cleveland 12 
Cleveland 27, Baltimore 0 
Chicago 14, New York 10 
Green Bay 16, New York 7 
Green Bay 37, New York 0 
Philadelphia 17, Green Bay 13 
Baltimore 31, New York 16 
Baltimore 23, New York 17 
Detroit 59, Cleveland 14 

New York 47, Chicago 7 
Cleveland 38, Los Angeles 14 
Cleveland 56, Detroit 10 
Detroit 17, Cleveland 16 
Detroit 17, Cleveland 7 

Los Angeles 24, Cleveland 17 


Year 


1950 
1949 
1948 


1947 


1946 
1945 


1944 
1943 
1942 
1941 
1940 
1939 
1938 
1937 
1936 


1935 
1934 
1933 


Teams and Scores 


Cleveland 30, Los Angeles 28 
Philadelphia 14, Los Angeles 0 
Philadelphia 7, 

Chicago (Cardinals) 0 
Chicago (Cardinals) 28, 
Philadelphia 21 

Chicago 24, New York 14 
Cleveland (Rams) 15, 
Washington 14 

Green Bay 14, New York 7 
Chicago 41, Washington 21 
Washington 14, Chicago 6 
Chicago 37, New York 9 
Chicago 73, Washington 0 
Green Bay 27, New York 0 
New York 23, Green Bay 17 
Washington 28, Chicago 21 
Green Bay 21, 

Boston (Redskins) 6 
Detroit 26, New York 7 
New York 30, Chicago 13 
Chicago 23, New York 21 


SUPER BOWL WINNERS 
Teams and Scores 


Miami Dolphins 14, Washington Redskins 7 
Dallas Cowboys 24, Miami Dolphins 3 
Baltimore Colts 16, Dallas Cowboys 13 
Kansas City Chiefs 23, Minnesota Vikings 7 
New York Jets 16, Baltimore Colts 7 
Green Bay Packers 33, Oakland Raiders 14 
Green Bay Packers 35, Kansas City Chiefs 10 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS, YEARLY 


Scoring 
Player Team 1D 
Howfield, Bobby NY 0 
Yepremian, Garo Miami 0 
Stenerud, Jan KC 0 
Turner, Jim NY 0 
Turner, Jim NY 0 


PAT FG. Pts. 
40 27 121 
33 28 117 
26 30 116 
33 32 129 
43 34 145 


Year 


1967 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 


Year 


1972 
1971 
1970 
1969 
1968 
1967 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 


Year 


Player 


Blanda, George 
Cappelietti, Gino 
Cappelletti, Gina 
Cappelletti, Gino 
Cappelleiti, Gino 
Mingo, Gene 
Cappelletti, Gino 
Mingo, Gene 


Player 


Simpson, 0.J. 
Little, Floyd 
Little, Floyd 
Post, Dick 
Robinson, Paul 
Nance, Jim 
Nance, Jim 
Lowe, Paul 
Gilchrist, Cookie 
Daniels, Clem 
Gilchrist, Cookie 
Cannon, Billy 
Haynes, Abner 


Player 


Biletnikoff, Fred 
Biletnikoff, Fred 
Briscoe, Marlin 
Alworth, Lance 
Alworth, Lance 
Sauer, George 
Alworth, Lance 
Taylor, Lionel 
Hennigan, Charley 
Taylor, Lionel 
Taylor, Lionel 
Taylor, Lionel 
Groman, Bill 


Team 


Oakland 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Denver 
Boston 
Denver 


Rushing 


Team 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Denver 
San Diego 
Cinn 
Boston 
Boston 
San Diego 
Buffalo 
Oakland 
Buffalo 
Houston 
Dallas 


HALL OF RECORDS 
Individual Leaders, Yearly (Contd.) 


AOOhOonwone 


YG 


1251 
1133 
901 
873 
1023 
1216 
1458 
1121 
981 
1099 
1096 
948 
875 


Pass Receiving 


Team 


Oak 

Oak 
Buffalo 
San Diega 
Oak 

New York 
San Diego 
Denver 
Houston 
Denver 
Denver 
Denver 
Houston 


PAT 


OPO PPP Pe 
MURPH MOOUwWHaAWO 
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Passing 

YG Avg. 

Per Pct. 
Year Player Team Att. Atts. Com. Com. 
1972 Morrall, Earl Miami 9.07 150 83. ‘5533 
1971 Griese, Bob Miami 7.94 263 145 55.1 
1970 Lamonica, Daryle Oakland 7.07 356 179 503 
1969 Cook, Greg Cin 94 197 106 54 
1968 Dawson, Len KC 94 224 131 58 
1967 Lamonica, Daryle Oakland 7.6 425 220 52 
1966 Dawson, Len KC 8.9 284 159 56 
1965 Hadi, John SanDiego 8.1 348 174 50 
1964 Dawson, Len KC 81 354 199 56 
1963 Rote, Tobin SanDiego 8.7 287 170 59 
1962 Dawson, Len Dallas 89 310 189 61 
1961 Blanda, George Houston 9.2 362 187 52 
1960 Kemp, Jack LA 74 406 211 52 


TEAM LEADERS, YEARLY 


Points Scored 


YG 


1360 
2089 
2516 
1854 
2109 
3228 
2527 
2798 
2879 
2510 
2759 
3330 
3018 


Total Yards Gained 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1972 Miami 385 1972 Miami 5027 
1971 Oakland 344 1971 San Diego 4738 
1970 Baltimore 321 1970 Oakland 4829 
1969 Oakland 377 +=1969 Oakland 5036 
1968 Oakland 453 1968 Kansas City 4503 
1967 Oakland 468 1967 New York 5155 
1966 Kansas City 448 1966 Kansas City 5114 
1965 San Diego 340 1965 San Diego 5101 
1964 Buffalo 400 1964 Buffalo 5205 
1963 San Diego 399 1963 San Diego 5160 
1962 *Dallas 382 1962 Houston 4971 
1961 San Diego 399 1961 Houston 6288 
1960 New York 386 1960 Houston 4936 
* Became Kansas City Chiefs. 
Yards Rushing Yards Passing 

Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1972 Miami 2960 1972 Miami 2076 
1971 Miami 2429 1971 San Diego 3134 
1970 Miami 2082 1970 Oakland 2865 
1969 Kansas City 2220 1969 Oakland 3271 


Year 
1968 


1960 
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Team Leaders, Yearly (Contd.) 


Yards Rushing 


Team 
Kansas City 
Houston 
Kansas City 
San Diego 
Buffalo 
San Diego 
Buffalo 

“Dallas 

*Dallas 


* Became Kansas City Chiefs. 


Year 
1972 


1971 


1970 


Yards Passing 


Year Team Total 
1968 Kansas City 2276 
1967 New York 3845 
1966 New York 3464 
1965 San Diego 3103 
1964 Houston 3527 
1963 Houston 3210 
1962 Denver 3404 
1961 Houston 4392 
1960 Houston 3371 


SEASON WINNERS 


Winning Teams 


*Miami Dolphins (E) 
Pittsburgh Steelers (C) 
Oakland Raiders (W) 

*Miami Dolphins (E) 
Cleveland Browns (C) 
Kansas City Chiefs (W) 

“Baltimore Colts (E) 
Cincinnati Bengals (C) 
Oakland Raiders (W) 
Kansas City Chiefs (W) 
Oakland Raiders (W) 
Oakland Raiders (W) 
New York Jets (E) 
Oakland Raiders (W) 
Houston Oilers (E) 
Kansas City Chiefs (W) 
Buffalo Bills (E) 
Buffalo Bills (E) 

San Diego Chargers (W) 


W L T_ Pct. Team Coaches 


144—0—0 1.000 DonShula 
1i—3—0—.786~—s Chuck Noll 
10—3—1 .750 John Madden 
10—3—1 .769 Don Shula 
9—5—0 .643 — Nick Skorich 
10—3—1 .769 HankStram 
11—2—1 846 ~— Don McCafferty 
8—6—0 571 Paul Brown 
8—4—2 .667 John Madden 
11—3—0 786 ~=—s Hank Stram 
12—1—1 .923 John Madden 
12—2—0 = .857_ ~—_ Johnny Rauch 
11—3—0 —-.786~—- Weeb Ewbank 
13—i—0 = .929—_ Johnny Rauch 
S—4—1 .692 WallyLemm 
11—2—1 846 ~— Hank Stram 
S$—4—1 692 Joel Collier 
10—3—1 .769 Lou Saban 
§$—2—3 .819 Sid Gillman 


(1972)—* The Cleveland Browns earned a playoff berth as the second-place 
team with the best won-lost percentage in the conference, .714. 


(1971)—* The Baltimore Colts earned a playoff berth as the second-place 
team with the best won-lost percentage in the conference, .714. 


(1970)—* The Miami Dolphins earned a playoff berth as the second-place 
team with the best won-lost percentage in the conference, .714. 
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Season Winners (Contd.) 
Year WinningTeams | WL T Pet. TeamCoaches 
1964 Buffalo Bills (E) 12—2—0 .857 ~—Lou Saban 


San Diego Chargers (W) 8—5—1 .615 SidGillman 
1963 San Diego Chargers (W) 11—3—0 786 _~— Sid Gillman 


*Boston Patriots (E) 7—6—1 .538 Mike Holovak 
1962 Dallas Texans (W) 11—3—0 + .786_~—- Hank Stram 
Houston Oilers (E) 11—3—0 =-.786~—Ss Pop Ivy 
1961 San Diego Chargers (W) 12—2—0 .857 ~=— Sid Gillman 
Houston Oilers (E) 10—3—1 .769 WallyLemm 
1960 Los Angeles Chargers (W) 10—4—0 .714 _ Sid Gillman 
Houston Oilers (E) 10—4—0_~—=s«.714_~Ss Lou Rymkus 


(1963)—* Patriots and Buffalo Bills tied for division title; Patriots won play- 
off, 26—8. 


CHAMPIONSHIP GAME RESULTS 


Year Teams and Scores Year Teams and Scores 
1972 Miami 21, Pittsburgh 17 1964 Buffalo 20, San Diego 7 
1971 Miami 21, Baltimore 0 1963 San Diego 51, 

1970 Baltimore 27, Oakland 17 Boston (Patriots) 10 
1969 Kansas City 17, Oakland 7 1962 Dallas (Texans) 20, 
1968 New York 27, Oakland 23 Houston 17 

1967 Oakland 40, Houston 7 1961 Houston 10, San Diego 3 
1966 Kansas City 31, Buffalo 7 1960 Houston 24, 


1965 Buffalo 23, San Diego 0 Los Angeles (Chargers) 16 


—6WBG 


e Schedule, roster, performance quotients, 
depth chart, evaluation and predictions 
for every NFL team 

e All-Star action photos 

e Special features on Super Bowl VII, 
Mercury Morris, Dick Butkus, George Allen 
and his Redskins and much more 

e Round-by-round draft selections 

¢ Complete NFC-AFC statistical section 
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